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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 765 %5

I NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, MOWERY AND O PAKE, APRIL 1, 1997

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 1, 1997
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifyi ng,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” providing for public disclosure of contributions
to judicial canpaigns.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known
as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 1843. 1. Public Di sclosure of Contributions to

Judi cial Canpaigns.--(a) Wthin one week prior to any judicial

el ection, the county el ection authority shall publish in a

newspaper of general circulation in the judicial district a |ist

of all contributors to each judicial candidate, as reported in
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the filing of canpai gn contri butions required under Article XV,

i ncludi ng the nane and address of the contri butor and the anpunt

of the contribution as required by Article XVI. The |list shal

i nclude, but not be limted to, political conmmttees and | aw

firnms, including individual partners and individuals. An

i dentical contribution list shall be nmaintained at the office of

the election authority of the judicial district and nade

avai l able for public inspection. In the case of a State-w de

judicial retention election, the Departnent of State shal

publish the information in five (5) newspapers of general

circul ati on on a geographi cal basis and make the i nfornmati on

avai lable at its prinary office.

(b)Y No contribution shall be nade, followi ng the date of the

election, to a judge or judge el ect by any nenber of the bar of

the Suprenme Court who nmay reasonably expect to appear before

that judge followi ng the date of el ection, except for the

pur pose of redeemng a witten pledge for a contribution to the

canpai gn of the judge nmade and di scl osed prior to the el ection.

(c) No less than two (2) weeks prior to any judicial

el ection, there shall be mailed or delivered to the resi dence of

each reqgi stered voter in the judicial district a witten

stat enent contai ni ng bi ographi cal infornmati on and a bri ef

statenent by the candidate reqgarding his qualifications for the

office sought, as subnitted by the candi date. The st at enent

shall be prepared and delivered at the expense of the county

el ection authority or, in the event of a State-w de judici al

retention el ection, at the expense of the Departnent of State.

The Departnment of State shall pronul gate reasonabl e rul es and

requl ati ons regardi ng the | ength and fornmat of subm ssi ons by

candi dat es.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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