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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 542 =55~

| NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, BRI GHTBI LL, ULI ANA, JUBELI RER, MELLOW
AFFLERBACH, GERLACH, HELFRI CK, O PAKE, ROBBI NS, MADI GAN,
WOZNI AK, THOMPSON AND DELP, FEBRUARY 25, 1997

SENATOR ULI ANA, URBAN AFFAI RS AND HOUSI NG AS ANMENDED,
MAY 6, 1997
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 15, 1957 (P.L.901, No.399), entitled

"An act giving cities of the third class the right and power

to adopt one of several plans of optional charters and to

exerci se the powers and authority of |ocal self-governnent
subject to certain restrictions and limtations; providing
procedures for such adoption and defining the effect

t hereof ," authorizing the adoption of property naintenance

ordi nances; and further providing for fines and penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 303 of the act of July 15, 1957 (P.L.901,
No. 399), known as the Optional Third Class City Charter Law,
anended Cctober 3, 1988 (P.L.736, No.105), is anended to read:

Section 303. Each city governed by an optional form of
government pursuant to this act shall, subject to the provisions
of and Iimtations prescribed by this act, have full power to:

(1) Oganize and regulate its internal affairs, and to
establish, alter, and abolish offices, positions and enpl oynents
and to define the functions, powers and duties thereof and fix

their term tenure and conpensati on;
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(2) Adopt and enforce local [police] ordinances [of al
ki nds and i npose penalties of fine not exceeding one thousand
dol lars ($1,000) for a violation of a building, housing,
property naintenance, health, fire or public safety code or
ordi nance, and for water, air and noise pollution violations,
and not exceeding six hundred dollars ($600) for a violation of
any ot her ordinance, or inprisonnent for any term not exceedi ng
ni nety days, or both; to construct];

(2.1) |Inpose penalties of fine not exceedi ng one per nonth

on a property and linmted to no nore than one thousand doll ars

($1,000) for the first two CONTI NUAL AND UNCORRECTED vi ol ati ons

and not exceedi ng tep—thousand—dotars—{$10-000) Fl VE THOUSAND
DOLLARS ($5,000) for the third and subseguent ANY SUBSEQUENT

CONTI NUAL AND UNCORRECTED vi ol ati on of the sane subsection of a

bui | di ng—heusing—or ORDI NANCE, HOUSI NG ORDI NANCE, property

mai nt enance ordi nance, FlI RE PREVENTI ON ORDI NANCE, ELECTRI CAL

ORDI NANCE OR PLUMBI NG ORDI NANCE on the sane property, UNLESS THE

VIOLATION IS FOUND TO PGSE A THREAT TO THE PUBLIC S HEALTH

SAFETY OR PROPERTY, THEN PENALTIES OF FI NE MAY BE PROVI DED FOR

AS FOLLOWE:

(1) NOT EXCEEDI NG ONE VI OLATI ON PER FI VE CALENDAR DAYS FOR A

CONTI NUAL _AND UNCORRECTED VI OLATI ON OF THE SAME SUBSECTI ON OF

SUCH ORDI NANCE_ON THE SAME PROPERTY;

(1) LIMTED TO NO LESS THAN FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500) AND

NO MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1,000) FOR THE FI RST TWO

CONTI NUAL _AND UNCORRECTED VI OLATI ONS OF THE SAME SUBSECTI ON OF

SUCH ORDI NANCE_ON THE SAME PROPERTY AND NO LESS THAN ONE

THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1, 000) AND NOT EXCEEDI NG TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS

($10,000) FOR THE THI RD AND ANY SUBSEQUENT CONTI NUAL AND

UNCORRECTED VI OLATI ON OF THE SAME SUBSECTI ON OF SUCH ORDI NANCE
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ON THE SAME PROPERTY, OR | MPRI SONMENT FOR ANY TERM NOT EXCEEDI NG

NIENETY DAYS, OR BOTH

(2.2) |Inpose penalties of fine not exceedi ng one thousand

dollars ($1,000) OR A TERM OF | MPRI SONVENT _NOT_EXCEEDI NG NI NETY  <—

DAYS OR BOTH for violations of any secti on of any other
ordi nance er—atermof inmprisonment—of ninety days—orboth: <—

(2.3) Construct, acquire, operate or maintain any and al

public inprovenents, projects or enterprises for any public

pur pose, subject to referendumrequirenents otherw se inposed by
law, and to exercise all powers of |ocal governnent in such
manner as its governing body nmay determ ne;

(3) Sue and be sued, to have a corporate seal, to contract
and be contracted with, to buy, sell, |ease, hold and di spose of
real and personal property, to appropriate and expend noneys,
and to adopt, anmend and repeal such ordi nances and resol utions
as may be required for the good governnent thereof;

(4) Exercise powers of condemmation, borrowi ng and taxation
in the manner provided by general |aw applicable to cities of
the third cl ass.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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