PRINTER S NO. 567

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 538 %5~

| NTRODUCED BY BRI GHTBI LL, PI CCOLA, AFFLERBACH, SALVATORE

ULI ANA, WOZNI AK, MUSTO, O PAKE, CGERLACH, HECKLER, BELAN,
ROBBI NS, MELLOW RHOADES, THOWPSON, MADI GAN, JUBELI RER, DELP
AND HELFRI CK, FEBRUARY 25, 1997

REFERRED TO URBAN AFFAI RS AND HOUSI NG, FEBRUARY 25, 1997

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 7, 1947 (P.L.1368, No.542), entitled,

as anmended, "An act anending, revising and consolidating the
laws relating to delinquent county, city, except of the first
and second cl ass and second class A, borough, town, township,
school district, except of the first class and school
districts within cities of the second class A and
institution district taxes, providing when, how and upon what
property, and to what extent |liens shall be allowed for such
taxes, the return and entering of clains therefor; the
col l ection and adjudi cati on of such clains, sales of real
property, including seated and unseated | ands, subject to the
lien of such tax clainms; the disposition of the proceeds
thereof, including State taxes and rmnunici pal clains recovered
and the redenption of property; providing for the discharge
and divestiture by certain tax sales of all estates in
property and of nortgages and liens on such property, and the
proceedi ngs therefor; creating a Tax C aimBureau in each
county, except counties of the first and second class, to act
as agent for taxing districts; defining its powers and
duties, including sales of property, the managenent of
property taken in sequestration, and the managenent, sale and
di sposition of property heretofore sold to the county

conmi ssioners, taxing districts and trustees at tax sal es;
provi ding a met hod for the service of process and noti ces;

I mposing duties on taxing districts and their officers and on
tax collectors, and certain expenses on counties and for
their reinmbursenent by taxing districts; and repealing
existing laws,"” restricting the rights of certain persons to
pur chase property subject to sale under this act; and

I nposi ng additional powers and duties on local nunicipalities
and tax cl ai m bureaus.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
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her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of July 7, 1947 (P.L.1368, No.542), known
as the Real Estate Tax Sale Law, is anmended by adding a section
to read:

Secti on 619. Restricti ons on Purchases.--(a) Deeds for any

property exposed for any sale under this act shall not be

exchanged any sooner than fifteen (15) days nor |ater than

thirty (30) days after any sale held under this act.

(b)Y A nmunicipality may, within fifteen (15) days of any sal e

hel d under this act, petition the court of commpn pleas to

prohi bit the transfer of any deed for any property exposed for

any sale under this act which is located in that nunicipality to

any purchaser who is proven to neet any of the criteria set

forth in the nmunicipality's petition.

(c) The petition of the nunicipality shall, at a m ni num

al l ege that the purchaser has over the |last five years exhibited

a course of conduct whi ch denonstrates that the purchaser:

(1) pernmits uncorrected housi ng code violations to conti nue

unabated after being convicted of those viol ati ons;

(2) fails to maintain the property owned by that purchaser

in a reasonabl e manner;

(3) pernmts the use of property in an unsafe or unsanitary

(4) acts or has acted as an agent for a purchaser who seeks

to avoid the limtati ons pl aced on the purchase of property by

this act.

Al | egati ons under this subsection shall be proved by a

pr eponder ance of the evi dence.

(d) A change of nane or busi ness status shall not defeat the

pur pose of this section.
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(e) As used in this section:

"Muni ci pality," any county, city, borough, incorporated town,

townshi p, hone rule nunicipality, optional plan nunicipality,

optional charter nunicipality or any sinilar general purpose

unit of governnent which nay be created or authorized by

statute.

"Purchaser,"” any individual, partner, shareholder, trust,
partnership, limted partnership, corporation, or _any other
busi ness association, or any trust, partnership, limted

partnershi p, corporation or any other busi ness associ ati on that

has any individual as part of the busi ness associ ati on who had

any ownership interest or rights in the property.

"Uncorrected housi ng code violations," any conviction of a

viol ation of the |ocal housing code which is not renedied within

six (6) nonths of conviction.

Section 2. This act shall apply to all sales conducted on or
after the effective date of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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