PRINTER S NO. 497

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 477

I NTRODUCED BY KASUNI C, COSTA, O PAKE AND BELAN,
FEBRUARY 12, 1997

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, FEBRUARY 12, 1997
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for use of school

bui | di ngs for other purposes and for days on which school s

shall not be kept open.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 775 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, anended Cct ober
7, 1955 (P.L.676, No.187) and Cctober 21, 1965 (P.L.601,

No. 312), is anended to read:

Section 775. Use of School Buildings for O her Purposes;
Arrangenments with City, Borough or Township.--The board of
school directors of any district may permt the use of its
school grounds and buil dings for social, recreation, and other
proper purposes, under such rules and regul ations as the board

may adopt. The board shall nmake such arrangenents with any city,

bor ough, or township authorities for the inprovenment, care,
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protection, and mai ntenance of school buil dings and grounds for
school, park, play, or other recreation purposes, as it nay see
proper. Any board of school directors may nake such arrangenents
as it may see proper with any officials or individuals for the
tenporary use of school property for schools, playgrounds,
social, recreation, or other proper educational purposes,
[primaries and el ections,] and nay permt the use of any school
buil ding for holding official neetings of the governing
authorities of corporate or politic, governnental or quasi-
governnment al bodies, created by authority of any act of
Assenbly. The use thereof shall not interfere with school
prograns and shall be subject to reasonable rules and
regul ati ons adopted by the board of school directors.

Upon request of a county board of el ecti ons nade under

section 527 of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known

as the "Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code," the board of school

directors shall nake arrangenents for the use of school property

as a polling place. Rules and requl ati ons adopted by a board of

school directors that prohibit use of school property as a

polling place or that i npose unreasonabl e conditions on use of

school property as a polling place shall be null and void.

Funds rai sed by individuals, groups, associations, or
corporations, through the perm ssive use of school grounds or
bui | di ngs, now or hereafter authorized by |aw, shall be the
property of the individuals, groups, associations, or
corporations, and not the property of the school district,
subj ect, however, to such arrangenents as the board may, at its
di scretion, |awfully nake.

The board of school directors of any school district shal

have power and authority to | ease any part of their respective
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school buil ding, equi prment and prem ses, or any vacant buil ding,
for any educational purpose. Such | eases shall be subject to the
ternms and regul ati ons which may be adopted by the board of

school directors, and except in districts of the first class,
shall be further subject to the approval of the Departnent of
Public Instruction.

The board of public education or the board of school
directors of any school district shall have power and authority
to | ease any of their respective school buildings or athletic
fields to any reputabl e organi zation or group of persons for
charitabl e purposes, subject to such charges as the board shal
consi der proper to reinburse it for any costs resulting fromthe
| easi ng of such school buildings or athletic fields. At the tine
of such | easing, any such board may require a bond, in an anount
that it nmay deem proper, with responsible sureties or
securities, and a statenent of the charitable purposes for which
such | ease i s requested.

Section 2. Section 1502 of the act, anended May 6, 1996
(P.L.150, No.28), is anended to read:

Section 1502. Days Schools not to be Kept Open.--(a) Except
as provided in subsection (c), no school shall be kept open on
any Saturday for the purpose of ordinary instruction, except
when Monday is fixed by the board of school directors as the

weekly holiday, or on Sunday, primary el ection day, Menori al

Day, Fourth of July, general election day or Christmas nor shal

any school be kept open in any district during the tine of
hol ding the teachers' institute for such district.

(c) For the school year 1995-1996 only, the board of school
directors shall have the option of rescheduling instructional

days on Saturday, but for not nore than one Saturday per nonth,
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to make up instructional days |ost fromthe adopted school

cal endar because school was closed as a result of the weather
energency of 1996. In those cases where a board of directors
chooses to reschedul e i nstructional days on Saturdays in
accordance with the provisions of this section, schools wthin
such board's jurisdiction shall not schedule tests or

exam nations on these Saturdays. Notw t hstandi ng the provisions

of subsection (a), if the board of school directors reschedul es
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an instructional day on Saturday, the schools may be open the
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fol | owi ng Monday.
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Section 3. Al acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar
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as they are inconsistent with this act.
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Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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