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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 420 55~

| NTRODUCED BY BRI GHTBI LL, SALVATORE, WENGER, MJSTO, MJRPHY,
TOWLI NSON, KASUNI C, HART AND SLOCUM FEBRUARY 10, 1997

SENATE AMENDVENTS TO HOUSE AMENDVENTS, JUNE 1, 1998
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AN ACT
Amendi ng Fitles 54 (Narwesr—and18(Cnres—andOfenses) TITLE 54 <—

(NAMES) of the Pennsylvani a Consolidated Statutes, providing
further procedures prior to name change orders. ;—Fegui+ing <—

hes: S . .
F*Le5?—a“d—deLr”fﬁ9—Ph?—9LLeﬁ5?—9L—Hﬁaﬂfhep**ed—pessess*en—ep

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 701 and 702 of Title 54 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:

§ 701. Court approval required for change of nane.

(a) GCeneral rule.--1t shall be unlawful for any person to
assunme a nane different fromthe name by which such person is
and has been known, unless such change in nanme is made pursuant
to proceedings in court as provided by this chapter.

(b) Informal change of nane.--Notw thstandi ng subsection
(a), a person may at any tine adopt and use any nane if such
name i s used consistently, nonfraudul ently and exclusively. The

adopti on of such nane shall not however be in contraventi on of
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t he prohibitions contained in section 702(c) (relating to change

by order of court).

§ 702. Change by order of court.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The court of common pleas of any county

may by order change the name of any person resident in the
county.

(b)Y Procedure.--Prior to entry of an order of approval of

change of nane, all of the follow ng shall apply:

(1) The court nust forward to the Pennsyl vania State

Police a duplicate copy of the application for change of nane

and a set of the person's fingerprints. The person applyi ng

for the change of nane is responsible for costs under this

par agr aph.

(2) The Pennsyl vania State Police shall use the

fingerprints to determne if the person is subject to 18

Pa.C.S. Ch. 91 (relating to crimnal history record

i nformati on).

(3) The Pennsyl vania State Police shall:

(i) if the person is subject to 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 91,

note the nane change on the person's crinmnal history

record i nfornmati on; or

(ii) if the person is not subject to 18 Pa.C. S. Ch.

91, destroy the fingerprints.

(4) Wthin 60 days of receipt of the materi al under

par agraph (1), the Pennsylvania State Police shall certify to

the court what acti on has been taken under paragraph (3).

(5) The procedure in this subsection shall not apply to

pr oceedi ngs i nvol vi nQ:

(i) An election to resune a prior surnane pursuant

to 54 Pa.C.S. § 704 (relating to di vorced person nay
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resune prior nane).

(ii) Nane changes involving mnor children in

adopti on proceedi ngs pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2904

(relating to nane of adoptee).

(c) Convicted felons.--

(1) The court may order a change of nane for a person

convicted of a felony, subject to provisions of paragraph

(2), if:

(i) at least two cal endar years have el apsed from

the date of conpletion of a person's sentence and that

person i s not subject to the probati on or parole

jurisdiction of any court, county probati on agency or the

Pennsyl vani a Board of Probati on and Parol e; or

(ii) the person has been pardoned.

(2) The court may not order a change of nane for a

person convi cted of nurder, voluntary nmansl aughter, rape,

i nvoluntary devi ate sexual intercourse, statutory sexual

assaul t, sexual assault, aggravated i ndecent assault, robbery

as defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 8 3701(a)(1)(i) (relating to

robbery), aggravated assault as defined in 18 Pa.C. S. §

2702(a)(1) or (2) (relating to aggravated assault), arson as

defined in 18 Pa.C.S. § 3301(a) (relating to arson and

rel ated of fenses), ki dnapping or robbery of a notor vehicle,

or crimnal attenpt, crimnal conspiracy or crim nal

solicitation to conmit any of the offenses |isted above, or

an equi valent crine under the laws of this Commonwealth in

effect at the tine of the conm ssion of that of fense, or an

equi valent crinme in another jurisdiction.

(3) The court shall notify the Ofice of Attorney

Ceneral, the Pennsylvania State Police and the office of the
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district attorney of the county in which the person resides

when a change of nane for a person convicted of a fel ony has

been ordered. The Pennsyl vania State Police, upon receipt of

this notice, shall include the change of nane infornation in

the central repository as provided for in 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 91

(relating to crimnal history record i nfornmation).
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Section 5 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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