PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 122 PRI NTER S NO. 387

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 125 =55

I NTRODUCED BY CORMAN AND JUBELI RER, JANUARY 21, 1997

SENATOR GERLACH, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 5, 1997
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled
"An act relating to counties of the third, fourth, fifth,
si xth, seventh and ei ghth classes; anendi ng, revising,
consolidating and changing the laws relating thereto,"
providing for an excise tax in certain counties.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130),
known as The County Code, is anmended by adding a section to
read:

Section 1770.2. Authorization of Excise Tax.--(a) The

county conmi ssioners of any county which has a recogni zed

touri st pronoti on agency designated to act within the county nmay

i npose an excise tax not to exceed two per centum of the

consi deration recei ved by each operator of a hotel within the

county from each transaction of renting a roomor roons to

transients. The tax shall be collected by the operator fromthe

patron of the roomor roons and paid over to the county as

herei n provi ded.
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(b)Y The county comm ssioners nmay by ordi nance i npose

requi renents for keeping of records, the filing of tax returns

and the tine and manner of coll ection and paynent of tax. The

county conmi ssioners nay al so i npose, by ordi nance, penalties

and interest for failure to conply with recordkeeping, filing,

col |l ecti on and paynent requirenments.

(c) The treasurer of each county electing to i npose the tax

aut hori zed under this section shall collect the tax and deposit

the revenues received fromthe tax in a special fund establi shed

for that purpose. After deducting fromthe fund any direct or

indirect costs attributable to collection of the tax, the county

shall distribute to the recogni zed touri st pronoti on agency

desi gnated to act within the county all revenues received from

the tax not later than sixty days after recei pt of the tax

revenues. The revenues fromthe special fund shall be used by

the recogni zed touri st pronoti on agency to directly fund county-

wi de tourist pronotion.

<

{e} (D) The tax year for a tax i nposed under this section <—
shall run concurrently with the cal endar year.

> (E) An audited report on the i nconme and expendi t ures <—

i ncurred by a recogni zed touri st pronoti on agency receivi ng any
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revenues fromthe tax authori zed under this section shall be

subm tted annually by the recogni zed touri st pronoti on agency to

the county conmi Ssi oners.

{e (F) As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and <—

phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Consi deration." Receipts, fees, charges, rentals, |eases,

cash, credits, property of any kind or nature, or other paynent

recei ved by operators in exchange for or in considerati on of the

use or occupancy by a transient of a roomor roons in a hotel

for any tenporary peri od.

"County." Any county which is on the effective date of this

act a county of the fifth class having a popul ati on under the

1990 Federal Decenni al Census in excess of one hundred twenty-

t hree thousand resi dents.

"Hotel." A hotel, notel, inn, guest house or other structure

whi ch holds itself out by any neans, including adverti sing,

license, registration with an i nnkeepers' group, convention

li sting associ ation, travel publication or simlar associ ati on

or with a governnent agency, as being avail able to provide

overni ght | odgi ng or use of facility space for consideration to

per sons seeki ng tenporary accommpdati on; any pl ace which

advertises to the public at | arge or any segnent thereof that it

will provide beds, sanitary facilities or other space for a

tenporary period to nenbers of the public at |arge; or any pl ace

recogni zed as a hostelry. The term does not include any portion

of a facility that is devoted to persons who have an establi shed

per manent residence or a coll ege or university student residence

hal | OR ANY PRI VATE CAVPCROUND, OR ANY CABINS, PUBLIC <—

CAMPCROUNDS OR OTHER FACI LI TI ES LOCATED ON STATE LAND.
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"Cccupancy.” The use or possession or the right to the use

or possession by any person other than a pernmanent resi dent of

any roomin a hotel for any purpose, or the right to the use or

possessi on of the furnishings or to the servi ces acconpanyi ng

the use and possessi on of the room

"Operator." An individual, partnership, nonprofit or profit-

maki ng associ ati on or corporation or other person or group of

persons who nmi ntain, operate, manage, own, have custody of or

ot herwi se possess the right to rent or | ease overni ght

acconmpdations in a hotel to the public for consi deration.

"Patron." A person who pays the consideration for the

occupancy of a roomor roons in a hotel

"Per manent resident." A person who has occupi ed or has the

ri ght to occupancy of a roomor roons in a hotel as a patron or

otherwi se for a peri od exceedi ng Si Xty consecuti ve days.

"Recogni zed touri st pronotion agency." The nonprofit

corporation, organi zati on, associ ati on or agency which is

engaged i n pl anni ng and pronoti ng prograns designed to stinul ate

and i ncrease the volune of tourist, visitor and vacati on

busi ness within counties served by the agency as that termis

defined in the act of April 28, 1961 (P.L.111, No.50), known as

the "Touri st Pronotion Law. "

"Room" A space in a hotel set aside for use and occupancy

by patrons, or otherwi se, for consideration, having at | east one

bed or other sl eeping acconmpbdation in a roomor group of roons.

"Transaction." The activity involving the obtaining by a

transient or patron of the use or occupancy of a hotel room from

whi ch consideration is payable to the operator under an express

or an inplied contract.

"Transient." An individual who obtains acconmbpdation in a
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hotel by neans of reqgistering at the facility for the tenporary

occupancy of a roomfor the personal use of the individual by

1
2
3 paying a fee to the operator.
4

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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