PRINTER S N0 2508

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 291 55

| NTRODUCED BY McCALL, GEORGE, EVANS, CALTAGQ RONE, COY, DeWEESE,
SURRA, BEBKO- JONES, MARKCSEK, CAPPABI ANCA, PESCI, LAUGHLI N,
ORI E, MELI O HALUSKA, SCRI MENTI, HERVAN, SANTONI, BELARDI,
ROONEY, GORDNER, READSHAW | TKI N, TI GUE, DALEY, EACHUS
TRAVAGLI O, ARGALL, WALKGO, VAN HORNE, CORPORA, RAMOS, TRELLO
MUNDY, SHANER, CARN, CURRY, TANGRETTI, PETRARCA, BATTI STO
C. WLLIAMS, MANDERI NO, SAI NATO, STABACK, KENNEY, LEVDANSKY,
RCEBUCK, JOSEPHS, BROME, DeLUCA, COLAFELLA, ROBI NSON,
KI RKLAND, PI STELLA AND CORRI GAN, OCTOBER 28, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, OCTOBER 28, 1997
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urgi ng Governor Thomas J. Ridge to elimnate the ceiling on the

nunber of children enrolled in the Children's Health

I nsurance Program (CHI P).

VHEREAS, There are 330, 000 uni nsured children in
Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, CHI P is currently funded by a dedicated 3¢ per pack
on cigarettes generating approximately $32 mllion annually; and

WHEREAS, Enrollnent in the State-funded programis capped at
53,879 children; and

WHEREAS, Recently enacted Federal |egislation provides about
$117.5 million in new Federal funds which will allow the
i mredi at e expansion of CH P to provide coverage for additional
children; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania can use existing CH P expenditures to

draw down Federal funds; and



WHEREAS, Governor Ridge has expressed a willingness to
identify and commt the resources necessary to draw down every
Federal dollar available to the Cormonweal th over the next five
years; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives strongly urge the

Governor to imediately lift the cap on the nunber of children
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eligible for CH P enroll nent.
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