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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 97 =55

| NTRODUCED BY BAKER, GEI ST, ARMSTRONG LYNCH, SCHULER, SHANER
READSHAW FARGO, FI CHTER, GEORGE, HERSHEY, E. Z. TAYLOR
THOMAS, WAUGH, PETTI T, HORSEY, LaCGROTTA, SATHER, FLEAGLE
MELI O Tl GUE, MASLAND, CHADW CK, G G.I OTTI, BELARDI,
FAI RCH LD, GORDNER, HESS, BROW\, YEWCI C, MAI TLAND, KENNEY,
CLYMER, TRUE, PLATTS, SERAFI N, ADOLPH, STABACK, OLASZ, LEH
STERN, PHI LLIPS, BUNT, MNAUGHTON, HENNESSEY, DelUCA
COLAFELLA, SCHRCDER, HUTCHI NSON, M LLER, LUCYK AND
BENNI NGHOFF, APRIL 2, 1997

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
APRI L 2, 1997
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Congress of the United States to propose an
amendnent to the Constitution of the United States which
woul d all ow children in public schools to engage in certain
forms of prayer and Bi bl e readi ngs.
WHEREAS, Vol untary prayer, Bible readings and the
acknow edgnent of God forman inportant part of our governnental
and cultural tradition in the United States; and
WHEREAS, The inportance of God in our national life is
evident fromthe fact that:
(1) The Declaration of Independence decl ares that
manki nd's inalienable right to life, liberty and the pursuit
of happi ness is an endowrent from God.
(2) The national anthemaffirnms our trust in A mghty

God.

(3) The pledge of allegiance to our country officially
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recogni zes the prinmacy of God.
(4) The witings of our founding fathers are replete
with prayers and references to God.
(5) Chaplains are provided, at taxpayer expense, to
provi de religious services for the nenbers of the arned
forces.
(6) The session day of each chanber of the Genera
Assenbly and of Congress is opened with a prayer in which the
gui dance of Almighty God is sought; and
WHEREAS, Vol untary prayer and Bi bl e readings forned an
i mportant part of our tradition of public education for nearly
200 years until the United States Supreme Court ordered that
prayer be taken out of our public schools; and

WHEREAS, Public opinion surveys establish that a majority of
t he American people believe that children should be allowed to
engage in voluntary prayer in our public schools; and

WHEREAS, Congressional action on proposals to anmend the
Constitution of the United States in order to restore the right
of our children to engage in voluntary prayer and Bibl e readings
in schools is |long overdue; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania nenorialize Congress to
propose an anmendnent to the Constitution of the United States
whi ch woul d all ow children to engage in voluntary prayer and to
participate in Bible readings in our public schools and woul d
all ow prayer by clergy and students during baccal aureate and
graduation cerenonies; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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