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A RESOLUTI ON
Recogni zi ng the week of March 17 through 23, 1997, as

“Agriculture Wek" and March 20, 1997, as "Agriculture Day"

i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Agriculture has been an integral part of this
Commonweal th' s social and econom c culture since colonial days;
and

VHEREAS, The hard work and dedication of this Commonweal th's
farmfamlies and farm |l aborers over the generati ons have nmade
agriculture the nunber one industry in this Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Although total farm acreage has declined over the
years, this trend has been outwei ghed by inproved farm ng
nmet hods, including the use of conputer technol ogy and
bi ot echnol ogy; and

WHEREAS, Commercial agricultural production and rel ated

agri busi nesses in this Conmonweal th have solidified the position
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of Pennsylvania agriculture in the national econony and nade it
a growi ng segnment of the gl obal econony; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania agricultural exports were val ued at
$513 million in 1995, a 13%i ncrease over the value of
agricultural exports during the previous fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, |n 1995, Pennsylvania agricultural exports ranked
fourth in dairy products, eighth in hides and skins, ninth in
animal fats and tenth in prepared fruits, live animls and neat;
and

WHEREAS, In 1995, prelimnary cash receipts from marketing
were $3.74 billion, cash incones fromcrops were estinmated at
$1.8 billion, and inconmes fromlivestock and |ivestock products
totaled $2.61 billion; and

WHEREAS, |n 1995, Pennsylvania agriculture ranked first in
the nation in nmushroom production, second in ice cream
production, third in egg production, fourth in m |k production,
seventh in whol esale sales of floriculture crops and tenth in
commercial red nmeat production; and

WHEREAS, Despite uncooperative weather patterns and ot her
probl enms unique to farm ng, Pennsylvania farnmers continue to
produce a variety of quality products for the nutritional
enj oynent of the people of this Conmonwealth and the nation; and

WHEREAS, Agriculture is a source of pride for the citizens of
this Commonweal th and the nati on who have had the opportunity to
view the picturesque farns, savor the food products and attend
t he annual Farm Show, and

WHEREAS, The begi nning of spring, when farnmers are tilling
their fields in anticipation of a new planting season, is the
nost appropriate time for all Pennsylvanians to cel ebrate the

acconpl i shnments of the agriculture industry in general and this
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Commonweal th's farmfamlies in particular; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
week of March 17 through 23, 1997, as "Agriculture Wek" and
March 20, 1997, as "Agriculture Day" in Pennsylvania and call
upon the people of this Coomonwealth to salute farmfamli es,
farm | aborers and persons involved in agribusinesses for their
hard work and dedi cation to Pennsylvani a agriculture by

observing "Agriculture Day" and "Agriculture Wek" wth
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appropriate prograns, cerenonies and activities.
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