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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2853 %%

I NTRODUCED BY HERMAN, BARD, LESCOVI TZ, ROSS AND COY,
OCTOBER 6, 1998

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, OCTOBER 6, 1998
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.103, No.69), entitled, as
reenact ed and anmended, "An act concerni ng townshi ps of the
second cl ass; and anendi ng, revising, consolidating and
changing the law relating thereto,” further regulating the
annual budget and uniformreport forns.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 3202 and 3203 of the act of May 1, 1933
(P.L.103, No.69), known as The Second C ass Townshi p Code,
reenact ed and anmended Novenber 9, 1995 (P.L. 350, No.60), is
amended to read:

Section 3202. Annual Budget.--(a) The board of supervisors
shall annually prepare a proposed budget for all funds for the
ensui ng fiscal year. The proposed budget shall reflect as nearly
as possible the estinmated revenues and expenses of the township
for the year for which the budget is prepared. A township shal
not prepare and advertise notice of a proposed budget when it is

knowi ngly inaccurate. Upon any revision of the proposed budget,

if the estinmated revenues or expenses in the final budget are
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i ncreased nore than ten percent in the aggregate or nore than
twenty-five percent in any mmjor category over the proposed
budget, it may not be legally adopted with those increases
unless it is again advertised once, the sane as the original
proposed budget, and an opportunity given to taxpayers to

exam ne the anmended proposed budget. A major category is a group
of related revenue or expense itens, the conbined total of which
is listed as a line item [on the annual budget forns furnished
by the Departnment of Comrunity Affairs under section 3203.] The
budget shall be prepared on a uniformform prepared and

furni shed under section 3203. The estimates in the budget shal
speci fy the amount of noney necessary for each governnent al
activity of the township for which a special tax |evy may or may
not be authorized and the anobunt of noney necessary for the
paynent of debts and ot her m scel | aneous purposes.

(b) Upon the preparation of the proposed budget, the board
of supervisors shall give public notice by advertisenent once in
one newspaper of general circulation in the township that the
proposed budget is available for public inspection at a
designated place in the township. After the proposed budget has
been avail able for public inspection for twenty days, the board
of supervisors shall, after making revisions as are appropriate,
adopt the final budget not later then the thirty-first day of
Decenber and the necessary appropriation nmeasures required to
put it into effect.

(c) The total appropriation shall not exceed the revenues
estimated as available for the fiscal year. [The board of
supervisors shall within fifteen days after the adoption of the
budget file a copy of the budget with the Departnent of
Community Affairs.]
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(d) During the nonth of January next follow ng any rmuni ci pal
el ection, the board of supervisors may anmend the budget and the
levy and tax rate to conformwith its amended budget. A period
of ten days' public inspection at the office of the township
secretary of the proposed anmended budget, after notice by the
township secretary to that effect is published once in a
newspaper of general circulation in the township, shal
i ntervene between the adoption of the proposed anmended budget
and the final adoption of the amended budget. Any amended budget
nmust be adopted by the board of supervisors on or before the
fifteenth day of February. No proposed anmended budget shal
before final adoption be revised upward in excess of ten percent
in the aggregate or in excess of twenty-five percent of the
anount of any nmajor category in the proposed anmended budget. A
maj or category is a group of related revenue or expense itens,
the conbined total of which is listed as aline item [on the
annual budget forms furnished by the Departnent of Community
Affairs under section 3203. Wthin fifteen days after the
adoption of an anended budget, the township secretary shall file
a copy of it with the Departnment of Conmunity Affairs.]

(e) The board of supervisors may by resol ution make
suppl enent al appropriations for any purpose fromany funds on
hand or estimated to be received within the fiscal year and not
ot herwi se appropriated, including the proceeds of any borrow ng
aut hori zed by | aw. Suppl enental appropriations nay be nade
whet her or not an appropriation for that purpose was included in
t he original budget as adopted.

(f) The board of supervisors may by resolution transfer
unencunber ed noneys from one township account to another, but no

noneys may be transferred fromthe fund allocated for the
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paynent of debts or fromany fund raised by a special tax |evy
or assessnment for a particular purpose. Transfers shall not be
made during the first three nonths of the fiscal year. No noneys
shall be paid out of the township treasury except upon
appropriation nade according to | aw

Section 3203. Uniform Report Forms.--(a) The uniformforns
for [the annual budget and] the annual financial [statenent]
report required to be nade by the auditors shall be prepared by
a commttee consisting of four representatives of the State
Associ ati on of Township Supervisors and one representative each

fromthe Departnent of Transportation and the Departnent of

Community [Affairs.] and Econom c Devel opnent.

(b) Representatives of the State Association of Township
Supervi sors shall be appointed by the president of that
organi zation. The representatives nay be township supervisors,
auditors or secretaries and should represent townships in the
vari ous popul ation groups. The president of the State
Associ ati on of Township Supervisors shall supply to the

Department of Comrunity [Affairs] and Econom c Devel opnent the

nanmes and addresses of the representatives immedi ately upon
t hei r appoi nt ment.

(c) Representatives of the townships shall serve w thout
conpensati on but shall be reinbursed by the Commonweal th for al
necessary expenses incurred in attendi ng neetings of the
commttee from appropriations made to the Departnent of

Community [Affairs.] and Econom c Devel opnent. The comm ttee

shall neet at the call of the Secretary of Conmunity [Affairs]

and Econoni c _Devel opnent, or an agent of the secretary, who
shall chair the conmttee.

[(d) In preparing the uniformforns, the commttee shal
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1 give careful consideration to the fiscal needs and procedures of
2 townships of the various popul ati on groups, producing separate

3 forms, if necessary, to neet the needs of townships of varying

4 sizes. The formfor annual reports shall contain the informtion
5 required to be furnished under this act and any ot her

6 information the commttee believes proper and shall be arranged
7 to correlate with the fornms for the budget, respecting order of
8 itenms and division of revenues by major classifications and

9 disbursenments by mjor functions. The committee shall also
10 prescribe the formof the statenent sunmarizing the annual
11 report which is required to be published under this act.]
12 [(e)](d) The Departnent of Comunity [Affairs] and Econonic
13 Devel opnent shall prepare and furnish the fornms required by this
14 act in cooperation with the commttee. If the commttee fails to
15 cooperate, the Departnment of Conmunity [Affairs] and Econom c
16 Devel opnent shall issue the forns and distribute them annually,
17 as needed, to the proper township officers.
18 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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