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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2830 *%%”

| NTRODUCED BY LEH, WOINAROSKI, GODSHALL, M:NAUGHTON, SEYFERT,
FI CHTER, HARHART, BAKER, SCHULER, ROSS, DALLY, SEMMEL, CLARK,
HERSHEY, PETRONE, VANCE, SURRA, NI CKCOL, E. Z. TAYLOR AND
GEl ST, SEPTEMBER 30, 1998

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, SEPTEMBER 30, 1998
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for authority of
teachers, vice principals and principals over pupils.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1317 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended July 25, 1963 (P.L.315, No.169), is anended to read:

Section 1317. Authority of Teachers[,] and Vice Principals
[and Principals over Pupils].--[Every teacher, vice principal
and principal in the public schools shall have the right to
exerci se the sanme authority as to conduct and behavi or over the
pupils attending his school, during the tine they are in
attendance, including the tinme required in going to and from

their hones, as the parents, guardians or persons in parental

relation to such pupils may exercise over them] (a) (1) 1In
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all matters relating to the discipline in and conduct of the

public schools, public school enpl oyes and school adm nistrators

shall be in the sane relation to pupils as parents and

guardi ans. This relationship shall extend to all activities

connected with the public schools, including, but not limted

to, any activity conducted during the school day or during the

tinme a pupil is traveling to or from school or traveling to or

froma school -sponsored activity or during any acadenic,

athletic or extracurricular activity sponsored by the school

district at any tine.

(2) Public school enployes and adm ni strators shall be

i Mmune fromcivil liability for any action taken in good faith

with regard to any pupil at any tine for the safety and

supervi sion of the pupil or for the safety and supervi si on of

others, including, but not limted to, pupils, public school

enpl oyes, visitors or the professional enpl oye or adm ni strator

t aki ng such action. Each public school entity shall provide al

publi c school enpl oyes with guidelines and annual training on

t echni ques for safely restraining pupils who are engaged in

vi ol ent behavi or.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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