PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 3660, 3987 PRINTER S NO. 4081

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 26064 *%%

I NTRODUCED BY TRUE, GRUPPO, BLAUM EGOLF, M LLER, SANTON ,
STURLA, BENNI NGHOFF, STERN, CAWLEY, PHI LLIPS, BELARDI,
MASLAND, RAMOS, MUNDY, KREBS, MANDERI NO, ARGALL,

E. Z. TAYLOR PESC, SCHULER, SHANER, STABACK, NAILOR,
READSHAW PETRARCA, BEBKGO- JONES, FI CHTER, TANGRETTI,

LAUGHLI N, VAN HORNE, YEWCI C, ZI MMERVAN, HARHAI , ARMSTRONG

HENNESSEY, L. |. COHEN, ORI E, BROME, SEMMEL, LEH,
YOUNGBLOOD, TRELLO, STEELMAN, WASHI NGTQN, SAYLOR AND
WOINARCSKI, JUNE 3, 1998

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
NOVEMBER 10, 1998
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AN ACT

Arendi-ng—Tt-te—42(Judi-ci-ary—and—Judi e’ Hal—Procedure)—of—the
Pernsy] "al”' a—Co “SI of 'ldat ed—Statutes 'pll ovi-di-ng 9. F—eourt

AVENDI NG TI TLE 42 (JUDI Cl ARY AND JUDI Cl AL PROCEDURE) OF THE
PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED STATUTES, PROVI DI NG FOR COURT-
APPQO NTED SPECI AL ADVOCATES I N JUVENI LE MATTERS.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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28 {e}—buties—Any—volunteer—appointedto——serve—as—a—GCASA

29  shall | . | duties. . "

30 theJuveniteCourt—Judges —Conm-ssion—whieh—shallinrelude—but
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SECTION 1. SECTION 6302 OF TI TLE 42 OF THE PENNSYLVAN A <—
CONSCLI DATED STATUTES |'S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A DEFI NI TI ON TO READ:
§ 6302. DEFI NI TI ONS.
THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S CHAPTER
SHALL HAVE, UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE, THE
MEANI NGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S SECTI ON:

* * %

" COURT- APPO NTED SPECI AL ADVOCATE" OR "CASA." AN | NDI VI DUAL

APPO NTED BY THE COURT TO PARTI Cl PATE AS AN ADVOCATE FOR A CHI LD

VWHO IS DEPENDENT OR ALLEGED TO BE DEPENDENT.

* * %

SECTION 2. TITLE 42 |'S AVENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ:
§ 6342. COURT- APPO NTED SPECI AL _ADVOCATES.

(A)  CGENERAL RULE. --THE COURT MAY APPO NT_OR DI SCHARGE A CASA

AT _ANY_TI ME DURI NG A PROCEEDI NG OR | NVESTI GATI ON REGARDI NG

DEPENDENCY UNDER THI S CHAPTER.

(B) I MMUNITY. --A COURT- APPO NTED SPECI AL_ADVOCATE SHALL BE

| MVUNE FROM CIVIL LIABILITY FOR ACTIONS TAKEN IN GOOD FAITH TO

CARRY OUT THE DUTI ES OF THE CASA UNDER THI S CHAPTER, EXCEPT FOR

GROSS _NEGLI GENCE, | NTENTI ONAL M SCONDUCT, OR RECKLESS, W LLFUL

OR WANTON M SCONDUCT.

(C) QUALIFICATIONS. - -PRIOR TO APPO NTMVENT A CASA SHALL:

(1) BE 21 YEARS OF ACE OR OLDER.

(2) SUCCESSFULLY PASS SCREENI NG REQUI REMENTS, | NCLUDI NG

CRIM NAL HI STORY _AND CHI LD ABUSE BACKGROUND CHECKS.

(3)  SUCCESSFULLY COVPLETE THE TRAI NIl NG REQUI REMENTS

ESTABLI SHED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (F) AND BY THE COURT COF COMVON
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PLEAS OF THE COUNTY WHERE THE CASA W LL SERVE.

(D) POAERS AND DUTI ES. - - FOLLOW NG APPO NTMENT BY THE COURT,

THE CASA SHALL:

(1) HAVE FULL ACCESS TO AND REVI EW ALL RECORDS,

| NCLUDI NG RECORDS UNDER 23 PA.C.S. CH 63 (RELATING TO CH LD

PROTECTI VE_SERVI CES) RELATI NG TO THE CHI LD AND OTHER

| NFORVATI ON, UNLESS OTHERW SE RESTRI CTED BY THE COURT;

(2) INTERVIEWTHE CH LD AND OTHER APPROPRI ATE PERSONS AS

NECESSARY TO DEVELOP | TS RECOVMENDATI ONS;

(3) RECEI VE REASONABLE PRI OR NOTI CE COF ALL HEARI NGS,

STAFF_MEETI NGS, | NVESTI GATI ONS OR OTHER PROCEEDI NGS RELATI NG

TO THE CHI LD;

(4) RECEI VE REASONABLE PRI OR NOTI CE OF THE MOVEMENT OF

THE CH LD FROM ONE PLACEMENT TO ANOTHER PLACEMENT, THE RETURN

OF ACHLD TO THE HOME, THE REMOVAL OF A CH LD FROM THE HOVE

OR ANY ACTION THAT NMATERIALLY AFFECTS THE TREATMENT OF THE

(5) SUBMT WRI TTEN REPORTS TO THE COURT TO ASSI ST THE

COURT_IN DETERM NI NG THE DI SPGSI TI ON BEST SUI TED TO THE

HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE CHI LD; AND

(6) SUBMT COPIES OF ALL WRI TTEN REPORTS AND

RECOMVENDATI ONS_TO ALL PARTI ES AND ANY ATTORNEY OF A PARTY.

(E) CONFIDENTIALITY.--ALL RECORDS AND | NFORVATI ON RECEI VED

UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONFI DENTI AL AND ONLY USED BY THE

CASA IN THE PERFORVMANCE OF HI S DUTI ES.

(F) STANDARDS. - - THE JUVEN LE COURT JUDGES' COWM SSI ON,

ESTABLI SHED UNDER ACT OF DECEMBER 21, 1959 (P.L.1962, NO 717),

ENTI TLED "AN ACT PROVI DI NG FOR THE CREATI ON AND OPERATI ON OF THE

JUVENI LE COURT JUDGES' COMM SSION IN THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI CE;

PRESCRI BING | TS POAERS AND DUTI ES; AND MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON, "

19980H2664B4081 - 7 -



1 SHALL DEVELOP STANDARDS GOVERNI NG THE QUALI FI CATI ONS_AND

2 TRAINING OF COURT- APPAO NTED SPECI AL_ADVOCATES.

3 SECTION 3. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N 60 DAYS.
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