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AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for

parental or guardi an attendance at juvenile hearings.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1523 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:

§ 1523. Parental or |egal guardian attendance required at

[juvenile] hearings relating to m nor defendants.

(a) Oder to attend.--In sumary proceedi ngs [before a

district justice or judge of the mnor judiciary] involving any
i ndi vi dual who is under 18 years of age and is not emanci pated,
the district justice [or judge of the mnor judiciary nmay, when

the district justice or judge of the mnor judiciary] shall, if

he determnes that it is in the best interest of the child,

i ssue an order specifically requiring the parent or |egal



1 guardian or other person with whomthe child resides, if other

2 than the parent or guardian, to be present and ready to

3 participate in the proceedings with the juvenile. No | ater than
4 ten days before such proceedings, the district justice or judge
5 of the mnor judiciary shall send a notice of the order to the
6 parent or |legal guardian or person with whomthe child resides
7 if other than the parent or guardian. Nothing in this subsection
8 shall be construed to vest in either the individual who is under
9 18 years of age and is not emancipated to require participation
10 wunder this subsection or the parent, |egal guardian or other

11 person with whom such individual resides the right to

12 participate under this subsection.

13 (b) Contenpt.--A person failing to conply with an order of
14 participation may be found in contenpt of court as outlined in
15 section 4137 (relating to contenpt powers of district justices).
16 (c) Bench warrant.--The district justice or judge of the

17 mnor judiciary shall issue a bench warrant for any parent,

18 guardian or person with whomthe child resides, if other than
19 the parent or guardian, who fails to appear at any proceedi ngs.
20 The district justice or judge of the mnor judiciary may wai ve
21 any fine or other punishnment if the person is found to be
22 present and ready to participate in the proceedings with the
23 juvenile after a bench warrant is issued.
24 (d) Definition.--As used in this section, the term"district
25 justice" includes a judge of the minor judiciary.
26 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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