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I NTRODUCED BY FAI RCHI LD, LESCOVI TZ, MARKOSEK, BELFANTI, O BRI EN,
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AN ACT

Requi ring public hearings before closing State nental
facilities.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nay be cited as the Mental
Facility C osure Act.

Section 2. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Decision.” A decision to cl ose;—seH—easeor—otherwse <—
transter—ownership or TRANSFER operational control of a nental <—
facility or to allow a nmaterial reduction of bed conpl enent,
services or staff at a nmental facility.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.

“Material reduction.” A reduction of 10% or nore.

“"Mental facility." A mental retardation center or nental
hospital funded AND OPERATED by the Conmonweal t h. <—
Section 3. Public hearing.

(a) Requirenent.--Wthin 30 days after the departnent nakes
a decision, the departnment nust hold a public hearing in the
county where the nental facility is |ocated.

(b) Subjects.--The hearing under subsection (a) nust deal
with the foll ow ng subjects:

(1) Estimated tinmelines.
(2) Types and array of avail able services for

individuals with disabilities and their famlies.

(3) Rights of individuals with disabilities and their
fam|lies.

(4) Process used to develop a conmunity living plan.

(5) Individual and community nonitoring and saf eguards
to protect health and safety.

(6) Responsibilities of State and | ocal governnent.

(7) Process used to transfer ownership or reuse
property.

(8) Oher issues which may affect individuals with
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disabilities and their famlies, enployees and the comunity.
Section 4. Nonconpli ance.

If the departnent does not conply with section 3, the
department may not inplenment a deci sion.
Section 5. Applicability.

This act shall apply to decisions nade after Decenber 31,
1997. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC <—
WELFARE SHALL HAVE 30 DAYS FROM THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ACT
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TO COVPLY W TH SECTI ON 3.
10 Section 6. Ef fecti ve date.

11 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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