PRINTER S NO. 2414

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1908 *55”

| NTRODUCED BY BARD, WLT, GEIST, STEELMAN, CORRI GAN,
C. WLLIAMS, TIGUE, RAMOS, BELARDI, STURLA AND | TKI N
OCTOBER 9, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, OCTOBER 9, 1997
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AN ACT
Provi ding for mandated comunity service as a requirenent for
graduation for all public high school students in this
Commonweal t h.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Conmunity
Servi ce Learning Act.
Section 2. Legislative intent.

It is the intent of the General Assenbly by this act to

provi de high school students with an enhanced sense of the

i nportance of volunteer activity and good citizenship which cone

fromservice contributions to their respective comunities.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmunity service." Unpaid work perforned for the benefit
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of a comunity.

"Conmunity service learning.”" A structural |earning
experience involving community service with planned tine periods
for preparation, action and reflection.

"Credit." The locally determ ned nunerical award given to a
student for the successful denonstration or successful
conpl eti on of established |earning outcones for a required
course of study.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Commonwealth.
Section 4. Conmunity Service Learning Program

(a) Establishnent.-- Each board of school directors shal
appoint a conmttee of teachers, adm nistrators, parents and,
wher ever possible, representatives of volunteer organizations to
devel op and i npl ement for each public high school under their
jurisdiction a community service | earning program which shall be
conpleted as a prerequisite for graduation from high school .
Community service learning activities shall be designed to neet
the needs of others in the school or community and to enhance
the student's personal growth, career exploration, understanding
of conmmunity and citizenship, social science skills and
conmuni cati on skills.

(b) Content of program--The board of school director's
appoi nted conmttee shall recomrend a community service | earning
programwhich will address, at a minimum all of the follow ng:

(1) The conmunity service |earning programshall consi st
of at least 20 hours of individual student-perforned
community service performed during the student's junior or

seni or year in high school.
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(2) Prelimnary training in volunteerismfor student
partici pants conducted, when possible, by organi zations
experienced in such training.

(3) Supervision of the student volunteers to ensure
appropriate placenment and adequate | earning opportunity.

(4) Integration of academ c |learning with the service
experi ence.

(5) The award of an appropriate level of credits toward
graduation with a required m ni mum equi val ent to 20 hours of
servi ce.

(6) A student shall not receive conpensation for
comunity service or substitute enpl oynent for service
activity.

(7) Such other factors as the board of school directors
deens necessary to establish and inplenment a successful
community service |earning program
(c) Joint and cooperative activities.--A school district may

provi de joint or cooperative conmunity service |earning
activities with another school district or an institution of
hi gher educati on.

(d) Duty of secretary.--The secretary shall, upon the
request of the board of school directors having supervision over
any high school, provide any technical assistance which may be
necessary to aid a district in the planning and inplenentation
of its youth comunity service program
Section 4. Inplenentation.

(a) Plan.--The conmunity service learning programw || be
submtted to the secretary no |ater than June 1, 2000. The pl an
submtted to the secretary shall be recommended by a commttee

appoi nted by the board of school directors. The plan cannot
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beconme effective unless it is approved by the school board.

(b) Gaduation classes to be affected.--Local school
districts shall begin inplenentation of the community service
| earning programw th the school year beginning in the year 2000
for all students who are expected to graduate in the year 2004.

Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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