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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1706 %55

| NTRODUCED BY STEI L, RGOSS, WALKO, STABACK, COLAlI ZZO, B. SM TH,
TRELLO, CORRI GAN, CURRY AND L. |. COHEN, JUNE 25, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JUNE 25, 1997
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 3, 1986 (P.L.388, No.84), entitled "An
act requiring public agencies to hold certain neetings and
heari ngs open to the public; and providing penalties,"”
further defining "public notice"; defining "work session”
and further providing for public notice and for public
partici pation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "public notice" in section 3 of
the act of July 3, 1986 (P.L.388, No.84), known as the Sunshine
Act, is anended and the section is anmended by addi ng a
definition to read:

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

“Public notice."

(1) For a neeting other than a neeting described in

par agr aph (3):
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(i) Publication of notice of the place, date and
time of a neeting in a newspaper of general circulation,
as defined by 45 Pa.C.S. § 101 (relating to definitions),
whi ch is published and circulated in the political
subdi vi sion where the neeting will be held, or in a
newspaper of general circulation which has a bona fide
paid circulation in the political subdivision equal to or
greater than any newspaper published in the political
subdi vi si on.

(ii) Posting a notice of the place, date and tine of
a neeting promnently at the principal office of the
agency holding the neeting or at the public building in
which the neeting is to be held.

(tiit) dving notice to parties under section 9(c).
(2) For a recessed or reconvened neeting:

(i) Posting a notice of the place, date and tine of
the neeting promnently at the principal office of the
agency holding the neeting or at the public building in
whi ch the neeting is to be held.

(1i) @ving notice to parties under section 9(c).

(3) For a work session:

(i) Publication of a notice in a newspaper of

general circul ation, as defined by 45 Pa.C.S. 8§ 101

(relating to definitions), which is published and

circulated in the political subdivision where the neeting

will be held, or in a newspaper of general circul ation

whi ch has a bona fide paid circulation in the politica

subdi vi sion equal to or greater than any newspaper

published in the political subdivision. The notice shal

i nclude the foll ow ng:
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1 (A) the place, date and tine of the neeting;

2 (B) a statenent indicating the purpose of the

3 neeting;

4 (C) a statenment indicating that no official

5 action will be taken; and

6 (D) a statenment indicating that no conmment

7 period, as provided in section 10.1, will be

8 provi ded.

9 (ii) Posting a notice pronmnently at the principa
10 office of the agency holding the neeting or at the public
11 building in which the neeting is to be held. The notice
12 shall include the follow ng:

13 (A) the place, date and tine of the neeting;
14 (B) a statenent indicating the purpose of the
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16 (C) a statenent indicating that no officia

17 action will be taken; and

18 (D) a statenment indicating that no comment

19 period, as provided in section 10.1, will be

20 provi ded.

21 * %k

22 "Wirk session.” A gathering of agency nenbers which is held
23 for the purpose of setting the agenda for an advertised requl ar
24 neeting or an advertised special neeting or for the purpose of
25 providing information on matters related to their official

26 agency responsibilities and exam ning, analyzing, discussing and
27 clarifying the information offered, and at which no official

28 business is conducted.

29 Section 2. Section 9(a) of the act is anended to read:

30 Section 9. Publ i c noti ce.
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(a) Meetings.--An agency shall give public notice of its
first regular neeting of each cal endar or fiscal year not |ess
than three days in advance of the neeting and shall give public
notice of the schedule of its remaining regular neetings. An

agency shall give public notice of each special neeting, each

wor k session or each reschedul ed regul ar or special neeting at
| east 24 hours in advance of the time of the convening of the
neeting specified in the notice. Public notice is not required
in the case of an enmergency neeting or a conference.
Prof essional |icensing boards within the Bureau of Professional
and Cccupational Affairs of the Departnent of State of the
Commonweal th shall include in the public notice each nmatter
i nvolving a proposal to revoke, suspend or restrict a license.
* %k
Section 3. Section 10.1(a) and (d) of the act, added June
15, 1993 (P.L.95, No.20), are anended to read:
Section 10.1. Public participation.
(a) GCeneral rule.--

(1) Except as provided in subsection (d), the board or
council of a political subdivision or of an authority created
by a political subdivision shall provide a reasonable
opportunity at each advertised regular neeting and advertised
special neeting for residents of the political subdivision or
of the authority created by a political subdivision or for
t axpayers of the political subdivision or of the authority
created by a political subdivision or for both to comrent on
matters of concern, official action or deliberation which are
or may be before the board or council.

(2) If the board or council determnes that there is not

sufficient time at a neeting for residents of the political
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subdi vi sion or of the authority created by a political
subdi vi sion or for taxpayers of the political subdivision or
of the authority created by a political subdivision or for
both to coment, the board or council nmay defer the comrent
period to the next regular neeting or to a special neeting
occurring in advance of the next regular neeting.

(a.1) Request for comment period.--At any adverti sed requl ar

nmeeti ng or adverti sed special neeting, any resident of the

political subdivision or of the authority created by a political

subdi vi si on or any taxpayer of the political subdivision or of

the authority created by a political subdivision shall be

entitled to request the scheduling of a comment period at the

next requl ar neeting or special neeting occurring in advance of

the next reqular neeting regardi ng any matter of concern, any

official action or any deliberation which is or may be before

the board or council and which is within the board' s or

council's jurisdiction. Except as provided in subsection (a)(2),

the board or council shall conply with any such request.

* * %

(d) [Exception.--] Exceptions.--

(1) The board or council of a political subdivision or
of an authority created by a political subdivision which had,
before January 1, 1993, established a practice or policy of
hol di ng special neetings solely for the purpose of public
comment in advance of advertised regular neetings shall be

exenpt fromthe provisions of [subsection (a).] subsections

(a) and (a.1).

(2) Work sessions conducted by the board or council of a

political subdivision or of an authority created by a

political subdivision shall be exenpt fromthe provisions of
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1 subsection (a).

2 Section 4. This act shall take effect January 1, 1998.

B3LO2Rz/ 19970H1706B2130 - 6 -



