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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1416 3%

| NTRODUCED BY BEBKO-JONES, M HALICH C. WLLIAM5, d G.IOITl,
SHANER, HALUSKA, WASHI NGTQN, YOUNGBLOOD, RAMOS, CURRY, MELI G
PI STELLA, BOSCOLA AND LUCYK, APRIL 30, 1997

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE, APRI L 30, 1997
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AN ACT
Creating the Fire Protection Equi pnent License Exam ni ng
Council; providing for powers and duties of the Pennsyl vania
State Fire Conmmissioner; |icensing journeyman fire sprinkler

fitters and fire sprinkler contractors; registering fire

sprinkl er designers and apprentice fire sprinkler fitters;

licensing fire extinguisher technicians and fire protection
equi pnrent distributors; and inposing a penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Fire
Protection Equi pment Provider Licensing Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Apprentice fire sprinkler fitter.” An apprentice fire
sprinkler fitter is any person other than a journeyman fire

sprinkler fitter who has paid the annual fee and is engaged in

| earning and assisting in the practical installation, testing,
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dismantling to term nate service, maintenance and repair of fire
sprinkl er systens under the supervision of a |icensed journeyman
fire sprinkler fitter or a fire sprinkler contractor and who is
indentured in a registered apprenticeship program under Feder al
or State laws and is registered with the Pennsylvania State Fire
Conmi ssi oner .

"Conmi ssioner.” The Pennsylvania State Fire Conm ssioner.

"Council.™ The Fire Protection Equi pment License Exam ning
Council created by this act.

"Fire extinguisher technician.” A person who has paid the
annual fee and obtained a license to install, test and maintain
fire extinguishers.

"Fire protection equipnment distributor.” A person, firmor
corporation that has paid the annual fee and obtained a |icense
to conduct business in the installation, testing and mai nt enance
of fire extinguishers and simlar fire suppression devices.

"Fire sprinkler contractor.” Any person, firmor corporation
who has paid the annual fee and obtained a |icense to conduct a
business in the design, installation, testing, dismantling to
term nate service, maintenance or repair of fire sprinkler
systens. A fire sprinkler contractor may obtain design services
fromany source registered with the Pennsylvania State Fire
Conmi ssi oner .

"Fire sprinkler designer.” Any person who submts
satisfactory proof to the Pennsylvania State Fire Conm ssioner
that he has successfully conpleted an accredited course in fire
spri nkl er engi neering technol ogies or design or holds a current
fire sprinkler designer's license issued by any state or
Canadi an province and has registered with the Pennsylvania State

Fire Comm ssioner. A licensed professional engineer shall be
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acceptable in the appropriate field of conpetence in accordance
wi th Commonweal th | aw or | ocal ordinance.
"Fire sprinkler systens.” For fire protection purposes, an
i ntegrated system of underground and over head piping designed in
accordance with fire protection engi neering standards. The
installation includes one or nore automati c water supplies. The
portion of the sprinkler system above-ground is a network of
specially sized or hydraulically designed piping installed in a
bui l ding, structure or area, generally overhead, and to which
sprinklers are attached in a systematic pattern. The val ve
controlling each systemriser is |located in the systemriser or
its supply piping. Each sprinkler systemriser includes a device
for actuating an alarm when the systemis in operation. The
systemis usually activated by heat froma fire and di scharges
wat er over the fire area.
"Journeyman fire sprinkler fitter." Any person who has paid
t he annual fee and has obtained a |icense and is engaged in the
practical installation, testing, dismantling to term nate
service, maintenance and repair of fire sprinkler systens.
Section 3. Fire Protection Equipnment License Exam ning Council.
(a) Creation.--There is hereby created the Fire Protection
Equi prent Li cense Exam ni ng Council consisting of 13 nenbers
appoi nted by the comm ssioner for staggered four-year ternms. The
council shall be conposed of the follow ng:
(1) One nenber shall be an enpl oyee of the
commi ssioner's office to serve as secretary of the council.
(2) Two nenbers shall be selected fromanong |ocal fire
service jurisdictions.
(3) Two nenbers shall be licensed journeyman fire

sprinkler fitters.
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1 (4) Two nenbers shall be owners or persons enpl oyed by
2 and representing licensed fire sprinkler contractors.

3 (5) Two nenbers shall be licensed fire extinguisher

4 t echni ci ans.

5 (6) Two nenbers shall be fire protection equi pnent

6 di stributors.

7 (7) Two nenbers shall be representatives of the

8 Pennsyl vani a Associ ati on of Fire Equi pnent Distributors.

9 (b) Functions.--

10 (1) The council, under the comm ssioner's supervVision,
11 shal |l devel op and admi nister tests to determ ne the fitness
12 of journeynen fire sprinkler fitters, fire sprinkler

13 contractors, fire extinguisher technicians and fire

14 protection equi pnent distributors for |icensure under this
15 act .

16 (2) In addition to its testing function, the counci

17 shal | advi se the conm ssioner on inplenentation and

18 adm ni stration of this act.

19 (c) Rules and regulations.--The council may promul gate rul es

20 and regulations to adm nister and enforce this act.

21 Section 4. Testing and certification.

22 (a) Testing.--The comm ssioner, or his designee, shall have
23 authority to issue |licenses to journeyman fire sprinkler

24 fitters, fire sprinkler contractors, fire extinguisher

25 technicians and fire protection equi pnent distributors and to

26 register apprentice fire sprinkler fitters and desi gners.

27 (b) Evidence of conpetency in |ieu of exam nation. --

28 (1) The conm ssioner, or his designee, shall have

29 authority to test fire sprinkler contractors and fire

30 sprinkl er designers, or accept as certification of conpetency
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aletter fromthe National Institute for Certification in

Engi neeri ng Technol ogi es (NI CET) or other accredited schools

verifying that a fire sprinkler designer has successfully

conpl eted the exam nations for fire sprinkler engineering

t echnol ogi es.

(2) A person who on the effective date of this act holds

a current valid extinguisher certification that was issued

foll ow ng successful conpletion of testing adm ni stered by

t he comm ssioner shall upon paynment of the annual fee be

granted a |license under this act. A person who applies for a

i cense under this paragraph shall not be required to pass

any exam nation, but, in order to qualify for |icensure under

t hi s paragraph, the person nmust apply for a license within

six months of the effective date of this act.

(c) Limtation.--No designer shall be the qualifier or
|icense holder for nore than one fire sprinkler contractor at a
time.

(d) Registration.--All fire sprinkler contractor owners or
fire sprinkler designers who submt conceptual draw ngs, plans
or design fire sprinkler systenms shall register with the
conmmi ssioner, and all conceptual draw ngs, plans and desi gned
fire sprinkler systens shall be stanped and bear the designer's
regi stration nunber that has been assigned by the comm ssioner.
Li censed professional engineers may be used to conformw th this
requirenent.

(e) Penalty.--Any person, firmor corporation who engages in
t he busi ness or occupation of, or advertises or holds itself out
as or acts tenporarily or otherwise as a journeyman fire
sprinkler fitter, an apprentice fire sprinkler fitter, a fire

extingui sher technician, a fire protection equi prment
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distributor, a fire sprinkler contractor or a fire sprinkler
designer without first having secured the required |icense,
permt or registration, or who otherw se violates any provision
of this act, shall be fined not |ess than $10, nor nore than
$1, 000, or inprisoned for 30 days, or both. Each day such

vi ol ation continues shall be a separate offense.

Section 5. License.

(a) Scope of certain licenses.--Licenses shall be issued by
the comm ssioner to a journeyman fire sprinkler fitter or a fire
sprinkler contractor to engage in the practical installation,
testing, dismantling to term nate servi ce, naintenance and
repair of fire sprinkler systens. A person may not install,
test, dismantle to termnate service, nodify, alter, repair,
mai ntai n or make a mai ntenance i nspection on a fire sprinkler
systemor offer to do so unless licensed to performthese
duties. No license shall be required for emergency repairs on
exi sting installations.

(b) Inconsistent statutes.--No nmunicipality may require the
Iicensing of any person licensed or registered under this act.

(c) Issuance.--All licenses issued under this act shall be
i ssued by the comm ssioner. The comm ssioner may not restrict
the work done by a person licensed or certified under this act
to any geographical territory.

(d) Duration.--Al licenses and registrations are valid for
one year unless otherw se revoked and expire Decenber 31 of each
year regardl ess of the nonth issued. Al |icenses and
regi strations nust be renewed annually on fornms provided by the
conmi ssi oner .

(e) Reciprocity.--The Comonweal th may be reciprocal with

other states that require a journeyman fire sprinkler fitter,

19970H1416B1674 - 6 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

fire extinguisher technician or a fire protection equi prment
distributor license if the other state reciprocates with, and
has equal or nore stringent licensing requirenents, and the
hol der of the license has applied for a |icense under this act
and has paid the required fee to the Comobnweal t h.

(f) Retroactive licensure for certain persons.--Any
journeyman fire sprinkler fitter not Iicensed under this act
prior to its effective date who has regularly engaged in the
occupation of installing fire sprinkler systens for five years
prior to enactnent shall be licensed without being required to
pass any witten, oral or practical exam nation qualifying him
for a license, if he nakes application within six nonths of date
of enactnent and provi des proof of experience. Any person who
shall apply for the appropriate |icense shall pay the
appropriate fee.

Section 6. Tenporary revocable permts for journeyman fire
sprinkler fitters.

The comm ssioner may issue tenporary revocable permts to
journeyman fire sprinkler fitters who show proof of five years'
experience pendi ng exam nation of applicants for |icense. Al
applicants nmust wite the next avail abl e exam nation, and al
tenporary permts expire the day of the next exam nation.

Exam nation fees shall be paid at the tine the permt is issued.
Section 7. Registration of apprentices.

Apprentice fire sprinkler fitters shall not be required to
apply for any license but shall register with the comm ssi oner
to engage in assisting and learning the installation, testing,
dismantling to term nate service, maintenance and repair of a
fire sprinkler system They shall provide proof of being

i ndentured in an approved apprenticeship program
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Section 8. Inspectors and fees.

(a) Inspection.--The conm ssioner shall enploy conpetent
i nspectors who neet the qualifications established by his office
or who conplete the training provided by his office. The
conmi ssi oner may accept as certification of inspection,

i nspections by an insurance services organi zation, the Factory
Mut ual Engi neering Association or other fire insurance rating
or gani zati ons recogni zed by the conm ssioner's office.

(b) Fees.--

(1) The fees for a |license issued under this act shal
be set by the conm ssioner and the council. Fees, fines and
forfeiture fees shall cover all enforcenment and
adm ni strative costs under this act.

(2) Al fees collected under this act shall be deposited
in a separate restricted account in the State Treasury. Al
noneys in the account are hereby appropriated to the
conmmi ssioner to carry out the purposes of this act.

Section 9. Penalty.

Any person, firmor corporation who engages in the business
or occupation of, or advertises or holds itself out as or acts
tenporarily or otherwi se as an apprentice fire sprinkler fitter,
a fire sprinkler contractor, a fire sprinkler designer, a
journeyman fire sprinkler fitter, a fire extinguisher technician
or afire protection equipnent distributor without first having
secured the required |icense or certificate, or who otherw se
vi ol ates any provision of this act, shall be fined not |ess than
$10, nor nore than $1,000, or inprisoned for 30 days, or both.
Each day a violation continues shall be a separate offense.
Section 10. Conflict of |aw

Nothing in this act is intended to conflict with the
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Commonweal th's buil ding codes, a uniformfire code or any
statute.

Section 11. Ef fecti ve date.

AW N P

This act shall take effect in one year.
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