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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 131355

I NTRODUCED BY CAPPABI ANCA, YOUNGBLOOD, BEBKO- JONES, COLAI ZZO,
SHANER, LEDERER, FAI RCH LD, TRELLO, JOSEPHS, GEI ST, GORDNER
MELI O JAMES, HORSEY, SCRI MENTI, WOINARCSKI, LUCYK, RAYMOND,
TI GUE, J. TAYLOR, PETRARCA, RAMCOS, BELARDI, | TKIN, STEELMAN,
STURLA, PISTELLA, PRESTON AND COY, APRIL 15, 1997

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
APRI L 15, 1997
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 5, 1937 (P.L.1688, No.352), entitled

"An act relating to the dissem nation of information

pertaining to affairs of the Conmonweal th, including

information pertaining to civil rights and constitutional
guar antees; and conferring powers and duties with respect
thereto upon the Departnent of State," establishing the

Ofice of Information Technology in the Governor's Ofice and

providing for its powers and duties; and providing for

i nformation accessibility.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares that it is essential
to good governnment that information that is available to the
public under the laws of this Comonweal th be nmade available to
the citizens of this Conmonwealth, irrespective of where they
reside, in atinmely manner and at the | east possible cost, and
that this goal shall be achieved by the enactnent of a plan that
i npl enents the follow ng strategic goals:

(1) To bring governnent closer to the people.
(2) To enhance the val ue of government services.

(3) To make government nore responsive to changi ng



publ i ¢ needs.

(4) To reduce the cost of governnent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 5, 1937 (P.L.1688, No.352),
entitled "An act relating to the dissenm nation of information
pertaining to affairs of the Conmmonweal th, including informtion
pertaining to civil rights and constitutional guarantees; and
conferring powers and duties with respect thereto upon the
Departnment of State,"” is anended by adding a section to read:

Section 1.1. (a) The Ofice of Informati on Technology i s

hereby established in the Governor's Ofice to work with al

St at e agenci es and appropri ate Federal Governnent agenci es,

| ocal gover nnent agenci es and nenbers of the public to devel op

and i npl enent a plan to nake copies of all information that is

conputeri zed by any State agency and that i s subject to

di scl osure under the |laws of this Commpnweal th accessible to the

public in conputer-readable form

(b) The information identified in subsection (a) shall be

made available to the public by neans of access by way of the

| ar gest nonproprietary, nonprofit cooperative public conputer

network at no cost to the public, schools, libraries and other

governnent entities. The informati on shall be made avail able in

one or nore formats and by one or nore neans in order to provide

the greatest feasible access to the general public in this

Commpnweal th. Any person who accesses the informati on nay access

all or any part of the information. The i nformati on nay al so be

made avail abl e by any other neans of access that woul d

facilitate public access to the i nformation.

(c) Any docunentation that describes the el ectronic digital
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formats of the information identified in subsection (a) and i s

avai l able to the public shall be nmade avail abl e by neans of

access by way of the conputer network specified in subsection

(b).

(d) Personal informati on concerni ng a person who accesses

the informati on nay be mai ntai ned only for the purpose of

provi ding service to the person.

(e) No fee or other charge may be i nposed by an agency as a

conditi on of accessing the information that is accessi ble by way

of the conputer network specified in subsection (b).

(f) The el ectronic public access provided by way of the

conputer network specified in subsection (b) shall be in

addition to other electronic or print distribution of the

i nformati on. Access systens shall protect the security of

gover nment - owned or _gover nnent - operat ed systens usi ng proven

security approaches at the | east possi bl e cost.

(ag) Information shall be provided in a nanner that

automatically redacts private or confidential informati on when

it is commingled with public informati on in conputeri zed

governnent records.

(h) Conputer feasibility studies by State agenci es and State

agency purchases of conputer equi pnent, prograns and servi ces

that invol ve conputerized public information shall include a

conponent to ensure free public access to the informati on by way

of the | argest nonproprietary, nonprofit cooperative conputer

net wor k.

(i) No action taken pursuant to this section shall be deened

to alter or relinquish any copyri ght or other proprietary

interest or entitlement of this Commonwealth relating to any of

the informati on nade avail abl e pursuant to this section.
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1 (j) By April 1, 1998, the Governor shall designate the |ead
2 agency in the devel opnent and inplenentation of the plan

3 described in this section. The plan shall be conpleted no |later
4 than January 1, 1999. The office shall report to the General

5 Assenbly on July 1, 1998, and October 1, 1998, on progress being
6 nade in developing the plan, obstacles to inplenenting the plan
7 and reconmendations for |egislative changes in this section.

8 (k) The office shall study the follow ng issues in

9 devel oping the plan:
10 (1) Methods for offsetting any cost through savings from
11 neking governnent nore efficient and incorporating public access
12 into all new conputer-rel ated purchases.
13 (2) Integration of a public access requirenent into
14 feasibility studies for purchases of conputer hardware and
15 software.
16 (1) As used in this section, the term"office" neans the
17 O fice of Informati on Technol ogy established under this section.
18 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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