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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1271°%%%"
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 14, 1982 (P.L.1227, No.281),
entitled "An act regulating the practice of architecture in

t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; providing for the

exam nation and |icensure of architects by a State Architects

Li censure Board; and providing penalties,” further providing

for definitions and for various practices relating to

architecture.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3 of the act of Decenber 14, 1982
(P.L.1227, No.281), known as the Architects Licensure Law, is
anmended by addi ng definitions to read:

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

* * %

"Design-build." A project delivery nethod whereby a desi gn-

build entity signs a single contract to provide a conbi nati on of
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architectural and construction services to a client.

"Design-build entity." An entity which provides by single

contract to a client a conbination of architectural and

constructi on servi ces.

* * %

Section 2. Sections 12, 13, 15 and 18(b) of the act are
amended to read:
Section 12. Seal of architect.

(a) Every architect shall obtain a seal approved by rules

and regul ati ons promul gated by the board and, except for

projects which fall under section 15(4), shall inpress said seal

on draw ngs, specifications and ot her design docunents prepared
by the individual or under the architect's personal supervision

for use in this State. [An] Except for projects which fall under

section 15(4), an architect who inpresses his seal or know ngly

permts it to be inpressed on draw ngs, specifications or other
desi gn docunents which were not prepared by himor under his
per sonal supervision shall be guilty of a violation of this act
and shall be subject to the penalties provided herein. Any
person who inpresses an architect's seal or knowingly permts it
to be inpressed on draw ngs, specifications or other design
docunents after the architect's certificate has expired, or has
been revoked, annulled or suspended, shall be guilty of a
violation of this act and shall be subject to the penalties
provi ded herein.

(b) A stanp of design identical to the prescribed seal may
be used in lieu of a seal.

(c) Upon the forfeiture, revocation, suspension or annul ment
of a certificate, or upon expiration of a certificate w thout

renewal , an architect shall surrender his or her seal or stanp
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to the board. Upon the death of an architect, his personal
representative shall surrender said seal or stanp to the board
in accordance with rules and regul ati ons promul gated by the
board. The board shall have the power to take appropriate
action, in accordance with the "Comonweal th Attorneys Act,"” to
enforce this subsection

Section 13. Firmpractice.

(a) An individual architect or a group of architects in
Pennsyl vani a may practice architecture in one of the follow ng
forms of architectural firnmns:

(1) sole proprietorship;

(2) partnership;

(3) professional association;

(4) professional corporation; [or]
(5) business corporation[.];

(6) limted liability conpany; or

(7)) limted liability partnership.

(b) A partnership may engage in the practice of architecture
in Pennsyl vania provided it conplies with the provisions of 59
Pa.C.S. Ch. 3 (relating to general partnerships) and that it
al so satisfies the foll ow ng requirenents:
(1) At least two-thirds of the partners are |icensed
under the laws of any state to practice architecture,
engi neering or |andscape architecture.
(2) At least one-third of the partners are |icensed
under the laws of any state to practice architecture.
(c) A professional association may engage in the practice of
architecture in Pennsylvania provided it conplies with the
provi sions of the act of August 7, 1961 (P.L.941, No.416), known

as the "Professional Association Act,"” and nust also satisfy the
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foll owi ng requirenents:

(1) At least two-thirds of the nmenbers of the board of
governors are |icensed under the |laws of any state to
practice architecture, engineering or |andscape architecture.

(2) At least one-third of the nenbers of the board of
governors are |icensed under the |laws of any state to
practice architecture.

(d) A professional corporation shall conply with the
provi sions of the act of July 9, 1970 (P.L.461, No.160), known
as the "Professional Corporation Law. "

(e) A business corporation nmay engage in the practice of
architecture in Pennsylvania, provided that it conplies with the
act of May 5, 1933 (P.L.364, No.106), known as the "Business
Corporation Law," and that it also satisfies the follow ng
requirenents:

(1) At least two-thirds of the directors are |licensed
under the laws of any state to practice architecture,
engi neering or |andscape architecture.

(2) At least one-third of the directors are |icensed
under the laws of any state to practice architecture.

(3) At least two-thirds of all classes of voting stock
i ssued and outstanding at any one tine shall be owned by an
i ndi vidual or individuals licensed under the | aws of any
state to practice architecture, engineering or |andscape
architecture.

(4) At least one-third of all classes of voting stock
i ssued and outstanding at any one tine shall be owned by an
i ndi vidual or individuals licensed under the | aws of any
state to practice architecture.

(f) Alimted liability conpany may engage in the practice
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of architecture in this Commonwealth, provided that it conplies

with the act of Decenber 7, 1994 (P.L.703, No.106), known as the

"Limted Liability Conpany Act,"” and that it also satisfies the

foll ow ng requirenents:

(1) At least two-thirds of the nmenbers, if managed by

menbers, or at | east two-thirds of the nanagers, if nmanaged

by managers, are licensed under the laws of any state to

practice architecture, engi neering or | andscape architecture.

(2) At least one-third of the nenbers, if nmnaged by

menbers, or | east one-third of the managers, if managed by

managers, are |licensed under the | aws of any state to

practi ce architecture.

(3) At least two-thirds of all classes of voting

menbership at any one tine shall be owned by an individual or

i ndi viduals |licensed under the | aws of any state to practice

architecture, engi neering or | andscape architecture.

(4) At least one-third of all classes of voting

menbership at any one tine shall be owned by an individual or

i ndi viduals |licensed under the | aws of any state to practice

archi tecture.

(g) A partnership which has elected to be a limted

liability partnership and governed by the act of Decenber 7,

1994 (P.L.703, No.106), known as the "Limted Liability Conmpany

Act," may engage in the practice of architecture in this

Commpnweal th provided it conplies with the provisions of 15

Pa.C.S. Ch. 82 (relating to reqgistered limted liability

partnershi ps) and that it al so satisfies the foll owi ng

requi renents:

(1) At least two-thirds of the partners are |icensed

under the |aws of any state to practice architecture,
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engi neering or | andscape architecture.

(2) At least one-third of the partners are |icensed

under the |aws of any state to practice architecture.

[(f)] (h) A partnership, professional association [or],

corporation, limted liability conpany or limted liability

partnership engaged in the practice of architecture having fewer

than three partners, governors, shareholders or directors,

menbers or managers, under this section shall have at | east one

partner, governor, sharehol der or director, nenber or manager

who is an individual duly certified to practice architecture in
t he Comonweal th pursuant to this act.

[(g)] (i) Each project undertaken by a firmengaged in the
practice of architecture in the Comonweal th of Pennsylvani a
must be under the personal supervision of a partner in the case

of a partnership or Ilimted liability partnership, a nmenber of

t he board of governors in the case of a professional
associ ation, a shareholder in the case of a professional
corporation, [or] a director in the case of a business

corporation, or nenber or manager in the case of linmted

liability conpany who holds a certificate to engage in the

practice of architecture in this Commonweal th pursuant to this
act. The seal of such individuals nust appear on all draw ngs,
speci fications and ot her design docunents issued by the firmfor
such projects.

[(h)] (j) The board shall by pronul gation of rules and
regul ations, require any partnership, professional association,
prof essi onal corporation [or], business corporation, linted

l[iability conpany or limted |liability partnership practicing

architecture in this State to file with the board i nformati on

concerning its officers, directors, partners, professional
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associ ation board of governors, beneficial owners, nenbers or

managers and such other aspects of its organization as the board

deens appropriate. In the admnistration of this subsection, the
board may require each partnership, professional association,
prof essi onal corporation [or], business corporation, linted

liability conpany or limted |iability partnership to pay an

annual filing fee in the anmount determ ned by the board by
promul gati on of rules and regul ations.
[(i)] (K) No corporation, professional association [or],

partnership, limted liability conpany or limted liability

partnership may performany act relating to the practice of

architecture which an individual architect is prohibited from
doi ng.

(j) (1) Nothing in this section shall be construed to
prevent the practice of architecture by an individual as an
enpl oyee of a person, partnership or corporation which is not an
architectural firm provided such individual holds a certificate
to practice architecture in the Commonwealth in conformty wth
the provisions of this act and the architect's seal is affixed
to all docunents prepared by himor under his personal
supervision for use in this Conmonweal t h.

(m An architectural firmauthorized to practi ce under

section 13(a) through (i) will be allowed to offer design-build

services consistent with the provi sions of section 15(9).

Section 15. Permitted practices.
Not hi ng contained in this act shall be construed to prohibit:
(1) Persons acting under the personal supervision of an
architect fromcarrying out their normal duties in the
preparation of draw ngs, specifications and other design and

construction docunments or in admnistering construction

19970H1271B1429 - 7 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

contracts or in performng construction nanagenent servi ces.

(2) Engineers registered under the act of May 23, 1945
(P.L.913, No.367), known as the "Professional Engineers
Regi stration Law," as anmended, from perform ng the services
for which they are duly licensed or from perform ng such
services included in the practice of architecture as may be
incidental to their engineering work.

(3) The preparation of any shop drawi ngs or the
per f ormance of construction managenent services by persons
customarily engaged in construction work.

(4) The preparation of any drawi ngs or other design

docunents [by an individual] strictly in accordance with the

foll owi ng practices:

(i) An individual may prepare draw ngs or other

i ndi vidual as his or her hone. For the purposes of this

section, "wood frane constructi on" shall nmean netal stud

or its equival ent.

(ii) Inlieu of personally preparing the

construction drawings for a single-fanily detached

resi dence of wood frane construction not nore than three

stories in hei ght excludi ng basenent, a person nay

utilize preprepared, commercially published, available to

the public, construction drawi ngs whi ch bear a

certification that they were originally prepared by an

architect licensed in any United States' jurisdiction,

provi ded these constructi on docunents are revi ewed,

si gned, seal ed and adapted to the specific site by an
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architect authorized to practice architecture under

section 13(a) through (i).

(iii) A builder or hone inprovenent contractor nay

offer to perform preconstruction services either in the

construction of single-famly resi dence of wood frane

construction not nore than three stories in hei ght

excl udi ng basenment in connection with the denolition,

enl argenent or alteration thereto, provided that the

constructi on docunents have been prepared or revi ewed and

approved by a licensed architect authorized to practice

in section 13(a) through (i). Preconstructi on services

means the providi ng of services by a builder or hone

i mprovenent contractor which include scheduli ng, cost

estimati ng, description of plan requirenents,

construction specificati ons and desi gn-build servi ces,

use and exhi bit of nodel hones or preprepared,

commercially published, available to the public,

construction drawi ngs whi ch bear a certification that

they were oriqginally prepared by an architect |licensed in

any United States' jurisdiction.

(iv) A builder or hone inprovenent contractor nay

perform preconstructi on services for an attached si ngl e-

famly dwelling of not nore than four dwelling units of

wood franme construction, not nore than three stories in

hei ght excl udi ng basenent provi ded the construction

docunents are revi ewed, signed, seal ed and adapted to the

specific site by an architect authorized to practice

archi tecture under section 13(a) through (j). However,

this section shall not be construed to all ow an

unl i censed person to do preconstructi on services for
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multi ple buildings of up to four dwelling units.

(v) By signing and sealing constructi on docunents

covered by subparagraphs (ii), (iii) and (iv), the

architect shall assune full responsibility for the

constructi on docunents, just as if the constructi on

docunents were prepared under the direct supervision of

the architect.

(vi) A builder or hone inprovenent contractor nay

perform preconstructi on services for renovati ons or

nodi fi cations to attached and detached single-famly

resi dences, of wood frane construction as referenced in

this section that do not affect the structural system or

change the access or exit patterns or nodify fire and

life safety requirenments without the seal of a |licensed

architect.

(vii) A builder or hone inprovenent contractor nay

provi de preconstructi on services for detached and

attached single-fanmly accessory structures such as

sheds, terraces, fences, decks and garages w t hout the

seal of a licensed architect provided that such

structures neet all State and | ocal nuni ci pal

requi renents.

(viii) Nothing in this section shall be construed to

prevent a local nunicipality fromrequiring the seal of a

li censed architect for the desi gn and preparati on of

construction drawi ngs of an attached or detached singl e-

famly dwelling and any and all of its appurtenances and

renovati ons or additions.

(ix) Nothing in this section shall be construed to

permit any individual, person or corporation other than
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an architect authorized to practice under section 13(a)

through (i), to advertise design services direct to the

(5) The preparation of any drawi ngs or other design
docunents for any utility or farmstructure when such utility
or farmstructure is used in connection with a farm
resi dence.

(6) The preparation of any drawi ngs or other design
docunents for the renodeling or alteration of a building not
i nvol ving structural or egress changes or additions thereto,
provi ded that the author of such plans or other design
docunents shall not receive any conpensation as the author
t her eof .

(7) Oficers and enpl oyees of the Governnment of the
United States, while engaged within this Commonweal th, in the
practice of architecture for said governnent.

(8) Any person while in the regular enploynent of any
railroad, tel ephone or tel egraph conpany engaged in
interstate comerce

(9) Design-build services strictly in accordance with

the foll owi ng practices: a design-build entity not authorized

to practice under section 13(a) through (i) may offer design-

build services, if the architectural services in the design-

bui |l d process are provided in accordance with the foll ow ng:

(i) An architectural firmwhich has been authorized

to practice architecture in this Conmonweal th under

section 13(a) through (i) shall independently contract

with a design-build entity and is responsi ble for al

mat eri al aspects of the practice of architecture as

defined in section 3.
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(ii) At the tine a design-build entity offers a

witten design-build proposal for a specific project the

design-build entity shall give a witten disclosure to

the client stating an architect will be engaged by and
will be contractually responsible to the design-build
entity offering design-build services and will not be

responsi ble to the client.

(iii) The design-build entity shall aqgree that the

architect will have direct supervision of the

archi tectural work.

(iv) The contract between the design-build entity

and the client shall set forth the nane of the

architectural firmwhich will be contractually

responsi ble to the design-build entity for providing

architectural services.

Section 18. Unauthorized practice prohibited.

* * %

(b) Except as provided in section 9(c) and (d), no
partnership, professional association [or], corporation, limted

liability conpany or limted |liability partnership shall engage

in the practice or offer to engage in the practice of
architecture in this Comonweal th, or use any title, sign, card
or device inplying that such partnership, professional

association [or], corporation, limted liability conpany or

limted partnership is conpetent to engage in the practice of

architecture, unless such partnership, professional association

[or], corporation, limted liability conpany or limted

liability partnership conplies with section 13.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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