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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1224 %%

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, Cl VERA, YOUNGBLOOD, ROSS, SERAFI NI
BENNI NGHOFF, LYNCH, LEH, CLARK, TRAVAG.I O, BUNT, OLASZ, MELIO
AND RAMOS, APRIL 8, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, APRIL 8, 1997
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AN ACT
Amending Title 30 (Fish) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated

Statutes, deleting provisions relating to acknow edgnent of

guilt and receipts for paynent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 301(f), 305(c), 308 and 923(c) and (d)
of Title 30 of the Pennsyl vania Consolidated Statutes are
amended to read:

§ 301. Organization of comm ssion.

* x *

(f) Powers of waterways patrol nen.--[Except for the power
conferred by section 925 (relating to acknow edgnment of guilt
and receipts for paynment), nenbers] Menbers of the comm ssion
may exercise any of the powers conferred by this title on
wat er ways patrol nmen
§ 305. Deputy waterways patrol nmen.

* * %

(c) Powers and duties.--Deputy waterways patrol men appoi nt ed
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under the authority of this section may exercise the powers of
their appointnments until Decenber 31 and no | onger. Except for
the provisions set forth in section 901(12) (relating to powers
and duties of waterways patrol mnen and deputies) [and section 925
(relating to acknowl edgnment of guilt and receipts for paynent)],
deputy wat erways patrol nen shall have the same powers and may be
required to make the sanme reports as waterways patrol nen
§ 308. Designation of conmm ssion.

The Pennsyl vani a Fi sh Comm ssion is designated the
Pennsyl vani a Fi sh and Boat Comm ssion. Prosecutions, |icenses,
contracts, deeds, enforcenent actions and other official actions
by the conm ssion shall not be affected by the use of the
desi gnation of the comm ssion as the Pennsylvani a Fi sh
Conmmi ssi on. The conmm ssion nmay continue to use the nane
Pennsyl vani a Fi sh Comm ssion on badges, citations, [field
acknow edgnents,] contracts, |icenses, registrations, stationery
or any other official docunents or enblens until existing
suppl i es are exhausted. The conm ssion may substitute the title
"Pennsyl vani a Fi sh and Boat Comm ssion” for the title
"Pennsyl vani a Fi sh Comm ssion” on its docunents and materials on
such schedule as it deens appropriate.
§ 923. (dassification of offenses and penalti es.

* %k

(c) Additional penalty for fishing without |icense or permt
or operating boat without registration.--In addition to the
penalties in subsection (a), a person convicted [or
acknow edging guilt] of the offense of fishing without a |icense
in violation of section 2703 (relating to possession and di spl ay
of licenses) or 2908 (relating to penalties) or operating an

unregi stered boat for which registration is required shall pay
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an additional penalty equal to two tinmes the cost of the annual
license, permt or registration which the person was required to
possess in order to fish or operate a boat requiring
regi stration.

(d) Repeat offenders.--A person who is convicted [or
acknow edges guilt] of a second or subsequent violation of this
title or the regul ations pronul gated under this title within 12
nmont hs of a prior offense under this title shall, in addition to
the fines provided in subsections (a), (b) and (c), pay an
additional fine of two tines the maxi mumfine provided in
subsection (a) for the second or subsequent offense. An extract
from conmm ssion records maintained in the ordinary course of
busi ness showi ng that the person was convicted or acknow edged
guilt of the prior offense shall be sufficient evidence of the
exi stence of the prior offense.

* x *

Section 2. Section 925 of Title 30 is repeal ed.

Section 3. Sections 930, 2503(c) and 5123(b) of Title 30 are
amended to read:
§ 930. Arrest of nonresident.

Subj ect to any inconsistent regul ati ons prescribed pursuant
to 42 Pa.C.S. 8 3502 (relating to financial regulations):

(1) General rule.--Upon the arrest, apprehension or
citation of a nonresident of this Conmonweal th for any
violation of this title that is a summary offense, the
wat erways patrol man or deputy waterways patrol man shall[,
unl ess the defendant elects to acknow edge guilt in
accordance with section 925 (relating to acknow edgnent of
guilt and receipts for paynent),] escort the defendant to the

appropriate issuing authority for a hearing, posting of bond
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1 or paynment of the applicable fine and costs, unless the

2 def endant chooses to place the anount of the applicable fine
3 and costs in a stanped envel ope addressed to the appropriate
4 i ssuing authority and nails the envel ope in the presence of

5 t he wat erways patrol man or deputy wat erways patrol man

6 (2) Procedure upon paynent by nmail.--I1f the defendant

7 mai |l s the anbunt of fine and costs prescribed in paragraph

8 (1), he shall indicate on an acconpanyi ng form whet her the

9 paynent constitutes a bond for a hearing based on a pl ea of
10 not guilty or a fine based upon a plea of guilty [in |ieu of
11 acknow edging guilt under section 925]. If the plea is not

12 guilty, the waterways patrol man or deputy waterways patrol nan
13 shall notify the issuing authority by tel ephone and the

14 i ssuing authority shall schedule a hearing for the foll ow ng
15 day (excludi ng Saturdays, Sundays or |egal holidays), unless
16 t he def endant requests a continuance, in which case a hearing
17 shal | be schedul ed to accommopdate the defendant, the

18 wat er ways patrol man or deputy wat erways patrol man and the

19 i ssuing authority.
20 (3) Form of paynent.--The anmount of fine and costs may
21 be paid in cash, personal or other check, credit card or
22 guar ant eed arrest bond.
23 (4) Receipt for paynent.--The waterways patrol man or
24 deputy wat erways patrol man shall give the defendant a receipt
25 for paynment, a copy of which shall be mailed with the paynent
26 and a copy retained by the officer.
27 § 2503. Littering.
28 * x *
29 (c) Penalty.--Any person who deposits or otherw se disposes

30 of a thing or substance in violation of this section which
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causes or may cause damage to, or destruction of, fish commts a
summary offense of the first degree. Any person who transports
househol d refuse or garbage from another |ocation and di sposes
of it by leaving it on |ands or waters open to fishing or
boating commts a sunmary of fense of the second degree. Any
person who otherwi se violates this section commts a sunmary
of fense of the third degree. In addition to the penalties set
forth in section 923 (relating to classification of offenses and
penal ties), an additional penalty of $10 for each itemor piece
of litter thrown, discarded, left, emtted or deposited in
violation of this section nmay be inposed on any person who is
convicted [or acknow edges guilt] of a violation of this
secti on.
§ 5123. Ceneral boating regulations.

* %k

(b) Penalties.--Any person who violates a rule or regul ation
pronmul gated under this section which the comm ssion designates
as being for the protection of the health and safety of persons
as provided by subsection (a)(1l) commts a summary of fense of
t he second degree. Any person who viol ates any other regul ation
pronul gated under this section conmts a sumary offense of the
third degree. In addition to any other penalty, any person who
is convicted [or acknowl edges guilt] for an of fense of
possessi ng i nsufficient, nonapproved or unserviceabl e safety
equi pnent on a boat, or for passengers, or persons being towed
by a boat on the waters of this Comonweal th may be fined an
addi tional $10 for every piece of safety equi pnent required that
is mssing, not worn when required, not of an approved type or
unser vi ceabl e.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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