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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 567 =55

| NTRODUCED BY GORDNER, MASLAND, WOGAN, TRI CH, YOUNGBLOCD
RUBLEY, NAI LOR, LEDERER, STABACK, ROBERTS, MARKCSEK, MELIQ
G Gl OrTl, SCHRCODER, SANTONI, TRELLO, M CHLOVI C, LAUGHLI N,
BELARDI, COLAFELLA AND BATTI STO, FEBRUARY 13, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 13, 1997
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comm ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” providing for wite-in ballots.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known
as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTICLE XI-B

WRI TE-IN BALLOTS

Section 1101-B. Wite-In Votes.--(a) Any registered el ector

may cast a wite-in vote for a candidate in a general, prinary

or special election under the prescri bed nethod of voting used
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by the county or municipality as set forth by Article X, Xl or

Xl -A of this act. However, wite-in votes shall not be counted

for any candi date who has not filed a declaration of intent to

be a wite-in candi date pursuant to this article. A qualified

person who has filed a declaration of intent nay receive wite-

in votes at either a prinmary, general or special election. A

candi date, except one whose candidacy is to be subnmitted to

el ectors throughout the entire State, shall file a decl aration

of intent to be a wite-in candi date before 4 o'clock P. M of

the seventh day preceding the election at which the candi dacy i s

to be consi dered. Whenever the election is to be deterni ned by

el ectors of a county or a district or subdivision within the

county, the declaration shall be filed with the board of

el ections of that county. VWhenever the election is to be

deternined by electors of a subdivision |ocated in nore than one

county, the declaration shall be filed with the board of

el ection of the county in which the voting resi dence of the

candi date i s mai ntai ned. Whenever the election is to be

deternmi ned by electors of a district conprised of nore than one

county but less than all of the counties of the State, the

decl aration shall be filed with the board of el ections in which

the voting residence of the candidate is mai ntai ned. A candi date

for an office to be voted upon by el ectors throughout the entire

State shall file a declaration of intent to be a wite-in

candi date with the Secretary of the Commpnweal th before 4

o'clock P. M on the seventh day preceding the el ecti on at which

the candidacy is to be consi der ed.

(b)Y |If a candidate whose nane is printed on the ball ot dies

|later than 4 o'clock P. M on the seventh day precedi ng the

el ection at which the candidacy is to be considered, wite-in
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1 votes shall be counted for persons who have filed declarations
2 of intent to be wite-in candidates for the office for which the
3 deceased was a candidate. A declaration of intent filed

4 subsequent to a candidate's death shall be filed with the proper
5 election officials not later than 12 o' clock noon on the Mnday
6 immediately preceding the election. In this case the intended

7 wite-in candidate shall include in his declaration of intent a
8 statenent affirmng that, to the best of his know edge, the

9 candi date whose place on the ballot he seeks is deceased.

10 (c) It shall be the responsibility of the Secretary of the
11 Commonweal th and the county election board receiving the

12 declaration of intent to be a wite-in candidate to notify

13 affected county election boards of a candidate filing a

14 declaration to be a wite-in candidate. Alist of the qualified
15 wite-in candidates shall be furnished by the board of elections
16 of the county to the district election boards. It shall be

17 promnently displayed by themin the polling places during

18 polling hours along with a copy of the specinen ballots.

19 (d) This article shall not apply to the nom nation and
20 election of nenbers of district election boards.
21 (e) The Secretary of the Conmonwealth shall prescribe the
22 formof the declaration of intent to be a wite-in candi date.
23 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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