PRINTER S NO. 585

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 522 =55

| NTRODUCED BY GANNON, BOSCOLA, BENNI NGHOFF, RAMOS, COLAI ZZO,
COY, STURLA, SATHER, DeLUCA, ROONEY, READSHAW RUBLEY, BUNT,
WOGAN, ADOLPH, SCHRODER, BARRAR, | TKIN, CIVERA, E. Z. TAYLOR
BELARDI, WALKO, TRELLO, COLAFELLA, HENNESSEY, SHANER
JOSEPHS, YOUNGBLOOD, J. TAYLOR, BELFANTI, MELI O, BROME,
CARN, LAUGHLI N, McGEEHAN AND PETTI T, FEBRUARY 12, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 12, 1997

O (o0} ~ » GORrWNEF

N T N S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

AN ACT
Establishing a | oan programto install safety devices and

i nprove safety at conveni ence stores; providing for

addi tional duties of the Attorney General; establishing the

Mom and Pop Conveni ence Store Protection Fund; and nmaki ng an

appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nay be cited as the Mom and Pop
Conveni ence Store Protection Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conveni ence store.” A retail store that may sell fast

f oods, beverages, dairy products, publications, grocery itenmns,

snacks, sone nonfood itenms and gasoli ne.
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"Fund." The Mom and Pop Conveni ence Store Protection Fund.
Section 3. Program authority.

(a) GCeneral rule.--There is hereby established a | oan
program for conveni ence store owners to install security devices
and i nprove safety in convenience stores. A loan shall not
exceed $15, 000.

(b) Repaynment and interest rate.--The Attorney General shal
determ ne a repaynment schedule of not nore than five years and
an interest rate not to exceed 3% for |oans under this act.
Section 4. Eligibility for |oans.

(a) GCeneral rule.--To be eligible to receive a | oan, a
conveni ence store owner shall submt an application to the
Attorney Ceneral which shall include the follow ng:

(1) An assurance that security devices purchased from
funds received under this act shall be installed not |ater
than 30 days after receipt of such funds.

(2) If practicable, an assurance that each store owner
wi |l maintain an unobstructed view of the cash register from
the exterior of the store, renoving any material that
obstructs that view

(3) An assurance fromeach owner that the |oan shall be
repaid in not nore than 5 years.

(b) Eligibility.--To be eligible to receive a |loan, a
conveni ence store owner shall neet the follow ng qualifications:

(1) The owner may not own nore than five conveni ence
stores.

(2) The gross receipts of any one store may not exceed
$700, 000 for the preceding fiscal year, excluding proceeds
fromthe sale of gasoline.

Section 5. Use of funds.
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A |l oan received under this act shall be used to install any
of the follow ng:

(1) A video security system capabl e of 24-hour
surveil |l ance.

(2) A drop safe or cash managenent device with
restricted access and posters that indicate not nore than $50
is accessible to store personnel.

(3) Asilent alarmsystemto alert |ocal |aw enforcenent
of ficers of a problem

(4) Height markers at store exits.

Section 6. Report.

The Attorney Ceneral shall submit an annual report to the
chai rman and mnority chairman of the Judiciary Cormmttee of the
Senate and the chairman and the mnority chairman of the
Judiciary Conmittee of the House of Representatives regarding
t he nunber of |oans, |ocations, anmounts, terms and repaynent
record of convenience stores that receive funds under this act.
Section 7. Fund.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established a separate
account in the State Treasury to be known as the Mom and Pop
Conveni ence Store Protection Fund. This fund shall be used as
t he source for the | oans nmade under this act.

(b) Funding.--There is hereby diverted fromthe tax
col l ected under Article XIl of the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6,
No. 2), known as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, the anpunt of one-
tenth of a cent per cigarette. This diversion shall be made into
the fund and shall continue until the anobunt in that fund equals
$2, 000, 000.

(c) Appropriation.--The noneys in the Mom and Pop

Conveni ence Store Protection Fund are hereby appropriated to the
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1 Attorney Ceneral on a continuing basis to carry out this act.
2 Section 8. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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