PRINTER S No. 505

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 454

| NTRODUCED BY DelLUCA, LAUGHLIN, ARMSTRONG CLARK, THOVAS,
G Gl OrTl, MeLI O, SHANER, READSHAW BATTI STO, STABACK, RAMOS,
M CHLOVI C, BOSCOLA, JAMES, PESCI, BELFANTI, TIGUE, CAWEY,
SURRA, BELARDI AND STERN, FEBRUARY 11, 1997

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
FEBRUARY 11, 1997
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 23, 1956 (1955 P.L. 1510, No.500),
entitled, as anended, "An act providing for the prevention
and control of comuni cabl e and non- comuni cabl e di seases
i ncl udi ng venereal diseases, fixing responsibility for
di sease prevention and control, requiring reports of
di seases, and authorizing treatnment of venereal diseases, and
providing for premarital and prenatal bl ood tests; anending,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts,” providing for premarital exam nation
for acquired i mune deficiency syndrone and human
i mrunodefi ci ency virus.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 12 of the act of April 23, 1956 (1955
P. L. 1510, No.500), known as the Di sease Prevention and Contr ol
Law of 1955, anmended Decenber 14, 1967 (P.L.728, No.337), is
amended to read:

Section 12. Premarital Exam nation for Syphilis, Al DS and
HV. --

(a) No license to marry shall be issued until there shall be

in the possession of the clerk of the orphans' court a statenent
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or statenents signed by a duly licensed physician of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania, or of any other State or
Territory, or any conmmi ssioned nedical officer in the United
States Arnmed Forces or any physician of the Public Health
Service of the Federal governnent, that the applicant within
thirty days of the issuance of the marriage |icense has
submtted to an exam nation to determ ne the existence or non-

exi stence of syphilis, AIDS or HV, which exam nation has

i ncluded a standard serol ogical test or tests for syphilis, AlDS

or HYV, and that in the opinion of the exam ning physician the

applicant is not infected with syphilis, AIDS or HV, or if so

infected, is not in a stage of the disease which is likely to
become conmuni cabl e. The physician's statenent shall be
acconpani ed by a statement fromthe person in charge of the
| aboratory nmaking the test, or from sone other person authorized
to make such statenment, setting forth the nanme of the test, the
date it was nmade, the nanme and address of the physician to whom
a report was sent, and the exact nanme and address of the person
whose bl ood was tested, but not setting forth the result of the
test.

(b) Any applicant for a marriage |license who has been deni ed
a physician's statenent as required by this section shall have
the right of appeal to the departnent for a review of the case,
and the departnent shall, after appropriate investigation, issue
or refuse to issue a statenment in |lieu of the physician's
statenment required by subsection (a) of this section.

(c) The statenents required of the physician who exam ned
t he applicant and of the person in charge of the |aboratory
whi ch nade the serol ogical or other test shall be uniform

t hroughout the State and shall be upon forns provided by the
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departnment or upon any conparable fornms provided by other
states. These forns shall be filed by the clerk of the orphans’
court separately fromthe applications for marriage |icenses,
and shall be regarded as confidential by any and every person
whose duty it may be to obtain, make, transmt or receive such
i nformation or report.

(d) It shall be unlawful for any applicant for a marriage
| icense, physician or representative of a |aboratory to
m srepresent any of the facts prescribed by this act, or for any
licensing officer failing to receive the statenments prescri bed
by this act or having reason to believe that any of the facts
t herein have been m srepresented, nevertheless, to issue a
marriage |icense, or for any person to disregard the
confidential character of the information or reports required by
this act, or for any other person otherwise to fail to conply
with the provisions of this section.

(e) Any judge of an orphans' court within the county in
which the license is to be issued is authorized and enpowered,
on joint application by both applicants for a marriage |icense,
to waive the requirenents as to nedical exam nation, |aboratory
tests, and certificates, and to authorize the clerk of the
orphans' court to issue the license, if all other requirenents
of the marriage | aws have been conplied with, and the judge is
satisfied, by affidavit or other proof, that the exam nation or
tests are contrary to the tenets or practices of the religious
creed of which the applicant is an adherent, and that the public
health and welfare will not be injuriously affected thereby.

(f) As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and phrases

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this subsection:

"AIDS." Acquired i nmune deficiency syndrone.
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1 "HV." Human i nmunodefi ci ency Vi rus.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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