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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 118 %5

I NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, COY, BUNT, BARD, FICHTER, SATHER AND
BELFANTI , JANUARY 29, 1997

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRI L 29, 1997
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 19, 1974 (P.L.973, No.319),
entitled "An act prescribing the procedure under which an
owner may have | and devoted to agricultural use, agricultural
reserve use, or forest reserve use, valued for tax purposes
at the value it has for such uses, and providing for
reassessnment and certain interest paynents when such land is
applied to other uses and making editorial changes," further
providing for preferential assessnments AND FOR DETERM NATI ONS

OF AMOUNTS OF TAXES WHEN USE ABANDONED.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4(d) of the act of Decenber 19, 1974
(P.L.973, No.319), known as the Pennsyl vania Farm and and For est
Land Assessnent Act of 1974, amended May 9, 1984 (P.L.234,

No. 51), is anmended and the section is amended by addi ng a
subsection to read:

Section 4. Applications for Preferential Assessnents.--* * *
(d) The approved application for preferential assessnent
shall be recorded by the county board for assessnent appeals in

the office of the recorder of deeds for the county in a

preferential assessnment docket. A breach of the preferenti al
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assessnment shall al so be recorded by the county board for
assessnment appeals in the office of the recorder of deeds. The
recorder shall charge a fee for the recordings in accordance
with the acts relating to the inposition of fees by recorders of

deeds. The recorder of deeds may not i npose a fee unless an

application for a preferential assessnent is approved by the

county board for assessnent appeals. The fee for recording the

breach of the preferential assessnent shall be added onto the
total of the roll-back taxes due and shall be paid by the owner
of the property.

(e) The county board for assessnent appeals nmay i npose a fee

for processing applications for preferential assessnent of no

nore than fifty dollars ($50).

SECTI ON 2. SECTION 8(B) OF THE ACT, AMENDED DECEMBER 12, <—
1994 (P.L.942, NO 133), IS AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 8. DETERM NATI ON OF AMOUNTS OF TAXES VWHEN USE
ABANDONED. - -* * *

(B) UNPAID ROLL- BACK TAXES SHALL BE A LI EN UPON THE PROPERTY
COLLECTI BLE I N THE MANNER PROVI DED BY LAW FOR THE COLLECTI ON OF
DELI NQUENT TAXES. ROLL- BACK TAXES SHALL BECOVE DUE ON THE DATE
OF CHANGE OF USE, OR ANY OTHER TERM NATI ON OF PREFERENTI AL
ASSESSVMENT AND SHALL BE PAID BY THE OMNER OF THE LAND AT THE
TIME OF CHANGE | N USE, OR ANY OTHER TERM NATI ON OF PREFERENTI AL
ASSESSMVENT, TO THE COUNTY TREASURER OR TO THE TAX CLAI M BUREAU
AS THE CASE MAY BE, WHOSE RESPONSI BI LI TY I T SHALL BE TO MAKE
PROPER DI STRI BUTI ON OF THE TAXES AND | NTEREST TO THE TAXI NG
BODI ES WHEREI N THE PROPERTY | S LOCATED. NOTHI NG IN TH S SECTI ON
SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO REQUI RE THE TAXI NG BODY OF A TAXI NG
DI STRICT I N VH CH LAND ENROLLED | N PREFERENTI AL USE | S SI TUATED
TO ACCEPT THE ROLL- BACK TAXES AND ACCRUED | NTEREST DUE AND
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PAYABLE TO THAT TAXI NG DI STRI CT | F THE PREFERENTI AL USE | S
ABANDONED FOR THE PURPOSE OF GRANTI NG OR DONATI NG SUCH LAND TO

(1) A SCHOOL DI STRICT;

(2) A MUN Cl PALI TY;

(3) A COUNTY;

(4) A VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY;

(5) A VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVI CE; [OR]

(6) A NOT- FOR PROFI T CORPORATI ON, TAX EXEMPT UNDER SECTI ON
501(C) (3) OF THE | NTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1954 (68A STAT. 3, 26
U S.C. § 501(C)(3)), PROVIDED THAT, PRI OR TO ACCEPTI NG OANERSH P
OF THE LAND, SUCH CORPORATI ON ENTERS | NTO AN AGREEMENT W TH THE
MUNI Cl PALI TY WHEREI N THE SUBJECT LAND |'S LOCATED GUARANTEEI NG
THAT | T WLL BE USED EXCLUSI VELY FOR RECREATI ONAL PURPCSES, ALL
OF WHI CH SHALL BE AVAI LABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLI C FREE OF
CHARGE. | N THE EVENT THE CORPORATI ON CHANGES THE USE OF ALL OR A
PORTI ON OF THE LAND OR CHARGES ADM SSI ON OR ANY OTHER FEE FOR
THE USE OR ENJOYMENT OF THE FACI LI TIES, THE CORPORATI ON SHALL
| MVEDI ATELY BECOVE LI ABLE FOR ALL ROLL- BACK TAXES AND ACCRUED
| NTEREST PREVI OUSLY FORG VEN PURSUANT HERETJ .]; OR

(7) A CHURCH, MEETING HOUSE, SYNAGOGUE OR OTHER FACI LI TY OR

PLACE USED REGULARLY FOR RELI G OUS WORSHI P OR OTHER RELI G OQUS

PURPOSES.

Section 2 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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