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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 105 55

| NTRODUCED BY NAILOR, N CKOL, MASLAND, TULLI, LYNCH, FLICK
KREBS, COWELL, CLARK, PLATTS, ARMSTRONG RUBLEY, ALLEN,
E. Z. TAYLOR FICHTER, CORRI GAN, STEIL, ARGALL, EGOLF, WAUGH
M LLER, BOSCOLA AND DALEY, JANUARY 28, 1997
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, further providing for oaths of office.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That section 3 of Article VI be anended to read:

§ 3. Cath of office.

Senators, Representatives and all judicial, State and county
officers shall, before entering on the duties of their
respective offices, take and subscribe the follow ng oath or
affirmati on before a person authorized to adm ni ster oaths.

"I do solemly swear (or affirm) that I wll support, obey
and defend the Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution of this Conmmonwealth and that | will discharge the

duties of ny office with fidelity."
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The oath or affirmation shall be adm nistered to a nenber of
the Senate or to a nenber of the House of Representatives in the
hall of the House to which he shall have been el ected[.] when

that House is in session. |If the House has not returned to

session since the i ssuance of a certificate of election for a

special election and the deadline for filing an el ecti on cont est

has expired, a justice or a judge may adm ni ster the oath of

office to a nmenber-elect of the Senate or House anywhere in this

Commpnweal th if the nenber-el ect presents an el ecti on

certificate and an affidavit stating that the special el ection

is not the subject of a judicial chall enge and stating that the

menber -el ect has provided the offices of the presiding officer

and the mnority |leader with at | east 48 hours' witten notice

of the date and | ocation of the taking of the oath of office and

the nane of the judge or justice adninistering the oath. The

menber el ected in such special election nay be sworn and

qual i fi ed outside the presence of the presiding officer, and the

taki ng of the oath shall qualify such nenber as a Senator or

Representative. Nothing in this section shall preclude each

House from subsequently judging the election or qualifications

of such nenber

Any person refusing to take the oath or affirmati on shal
forfeit his office.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in

whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
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passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article XI of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first
primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three
nont hs after the proposed constitutional anendnment is passed by
the General Assenbly which nmeets the requirenents of and is in
conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of

Pennsyl vani a.
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