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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 27  *5%°

| NTRODUCED BY THOMAS, YOUNGBLOOD, HORSEY, CARN AND ROEBUCK
JANUARY 27, 1997

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JANUARY 27, 1997
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for prohibited
weapons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1317.2 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, added
June 30, 1995 (P.L.220, No.26), is anended to read:

Section 1317.2. Possession of Wapons Prohibited.--(a)
Except as otherwi se provided in this section, [a school district

or] the principal of a school or the adm nistrative director of

an area vocational -techni cal school shall expel, for a period of
not | ess than one year, any student who is determ ned to have

brought a weapon onto any school property, any school - sponsored
activity or any public conveyance providing transportation to a

school or school -sponsored activity.
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(b) Every school district and area vocational -techni cal
school shall develop a witten policy regarding expul sions for
possessi on of a weapon as required under this section.
Expul si ons shall be conducted pursuant to all applicable

regul ati ons.

(c) The [superintendent of a school district] principal of a

school or an administrative director of an area vocati onal -

techni cal school may [recomrend] inpose discipline short of

expul sion on a case-by-case basis. The [superintendent or other

chief adm nistrative officer of a school entity] principal or

adm nistrative director shall, in the case of an excepti onal

student, take all steps necessary to conply with the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 91-230, 20 U . S.C. 8§
1400 et seq.).

(d) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the
fol | ow ng:

(1) a weapon being used as part of a program approved by a
school by an individual who is participating in the program or

(2) a weapon that is unloaded and is possessed by an
i ndi vi dual while traversing school property for the purpose of
obtai ning access to public or private |ands used for | aw ul
hunting, if the entry on school prem ses is authorized by school
authorities.

(e) [Nothing in this section shall be construed as limting
the authority or duty of a] A school or area vocational -
techni cal school [to] shall nake an alternative assignnent or

provi de alternative educational services during the period of

expul sion. This subsection shall apply only to students siXxteen

(16) years of age and younger.

(f) Al school districts and area vocational -t echni cal

19970H0027B0031 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

school s shall report all incidents involving possession of a
weapon prohibited by this section as foll ows:

(1) The school superintendent or chief adm nistrator shal
report the discovery of any weapon prohibited by this section to
| ocal | aw enforcenment officials.

(2) The school superintendent or chief adm nistrator shal
report to the Departnent of Education all incidents relating to
expul sions for possession of a weapon on school grounds, school -
sponsored activities or public conveyances providing
transportation to a school or school -sponsored activity. Reports
shall include all information as required under section 1303-A

(f.1) (1) The principal or adm nistrative director shal

give notice to the parents of the offendi ng student prior to any

arrest of the student by police officers. The parents shall be

afforded a chance to respond to this notice prior to any arrest.

(2) Additionally, the parents shall be qgiven notice of any

expul sion order qgiven by a principal or adm nistrative director.

An appeal fromthis order nay be nade to the superi ntendent of

the school district or to the area vocational -techni cal board,

as appropri ate.

(f.2) The board of school directors or an area vocati onal -

techni cal board nmay, for its particular school district or area

vocati onal -techni cal school, expand, limt or vary the

definition of "weapon" given in subsection (g). Any vari ance of

the definition given in subsection (g) shall be nade a part of

the policy required under subsection (b).

(g) As used in this section, the term "weapon" shal
i nclude, but not be limted to, any knife, cutting instrunment,
cutting tool, nunchaku, firearm shotgun, rifle and any other

tool, instrument or inplenment capable of inflicting serious
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1 bodily injury.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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