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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL

4 Special Session No. 2 of

NoO. 1995-1996

| NTRODUCED BY LUCYK, BARLEY, DeWEESE, STERN, LLOYD, FEESE,
STEELMAN, DEMPSEY, ROBI NSQON, BAKER, TRAVAGLIO, L. |. COHEN,

SHANER, ARMSTRONG, PESCI, TRUE, CURRY, HERMAN, G G.I OTTI,
MAJOR, HALUSKA, FAIRCH LD, TRELLO, FLICK, GEORGE, FARGO
STETLER, N CKCL, COLAI ZZO, STRITTMATTER, MELI O CLARK
MARKGOSEK, MASLAND, LaGROITA, STAIRS, SAI NATO SEMVEL, | TKIN,
HESS, DERMCDY, PHILLIPS, TIGUE, CEI ST, CAWEY, CHADW CK,
MUNDY, ALLEN, COLAFELLA, ClVERA, SURRA, E. Z. TAYLOR
LEVDANSKY, STI SH, BOSCOLA, O BRI EN, WALKO, Mcd LL, JOSEPHS,
NYCE, BELFANTI, BUNT, DeLUCA, MERRY, READSHAW SCHULER
MAYERNI K, REBER, YEWCI C, ZUG M COCHEN, WOGAN, COY, DALEY,
CAPPABI ANCA, BROWN, McCALL AND VAN HORNE, MARCH 13, 1996

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, MARCH 13, 1996
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 35 (Health and Safety) of the Pennsylvania

Consol idated Statutes, defining "person"; changing references

to certain Federal |aws; and further providing for individual

and fam ly assistance, for the agency, for fees and for
powers and duti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 7102 of Title 35 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a definition to read:
§ 7102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this part shal

have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the

meani ngs given to themin this section:

* * %
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"Person."” An individual, corporation, firm association,

public utility, trust, estate, public or private institution,

group, the Commonwealth or a | ocal agency or political

subdi vi sion and any | egal successor, representative or agency of

t he foregoi ng.

* * %

Section 2. Sections 7302(d) and 7305 of Title 35 are anended
to read:
§ 7302. Tenporary housi ng.

* x *

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section ["mjor disaster,”

"emergency" and "tenporary housing"] "nmjor disaster" and

"energency” shall have the sane neani ngs as defined or used in

[the Federal Disaster Relief Act of 1974] The Robert T. Stafford

Di saster Relief and Energency Assistance Act (Public Law 93-288,

42 U.S.C. 8§ 5121 et seq.).
§ 7305. Individual and fam |y assistance.
(a) Gants by Federal Governnent.--Wenever the President,
at the request of the Governor, has declared a nmajor disaster or
energency to exist in this Comonweal th, the Governor is
aut hori zed:

(1) Upon determning that assistance under [the Federal

Di saster Relief Act of 1974] The Robert T. Stafford D saster

Rel i ef and Energency Assistance Act (Public Law 93-288, 42

U S.C 8 5121 et seq.), and fromother nmeans is insufficient
to nmeet the disaster-related necessary expenses or serious
needs of individuals or famlies adversely affected by a
maj or di saster, to accept a grant fromthe Federal Governnent
for the purpose of neeting the expenses or needs of disaster

victinms, subject to any ternms and conditions inposed upon the
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grant.

(2) To enter into an agreenent with the Federal
Government or any Federal agency or officer pledging the
Commonweal th to participate in the funding of the assistance
authori zed in paragraph (1) and, if Commonwealth funds are
not otherw se available to the Governor, to accept an advance
of the Commonweal th share fromthe Federal Governnent to be
repai d when the Conmonwealth is able to do so.

(b) Gants by Governor.--To inplenment subsection (a), the
Governor is authorized to make grants to neet disaster-rel ated
necessary expenses or serious needs of individuals or famlies
adversely affected by a major disaster declared by the
President. Any grant shall not exceed [$5,000 in the aggregate]

t he anpunt authori zed by the Federal and/or State Governnent to

an individual or famly in any single najor disaster.

(c) Penalty for false application.--Any person who
fraudulently or willfully makes a mi sstatenent of fact in
connection with an application for assistance under this section
shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the third degree.

Section 3. Section 7313(14) of Title 35 is anended to read:
§ 7313. Powers and duti es.

The agency shall have the foll ow ng powers and duti es:

* x *
(14) To accept and coordi nate assi stance provi ded by

Federal agencies in major disasters or _energencies in

accordance with the provisions of [the Federal D saster

Rel ief Act of 1974] The Robert T. Stafford D saster Relief

and Energency Assistance Act (Public Law 93-288, 42 U S.C. 8§

5121 et seq.), or any anendnent or reenactnent thereof.

* * %
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1 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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