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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
NoO. 54 Special Session No. 1 of

| NTRODUCED BY CGERLACH, SHAFFER, DAW DA, PETERSON, BELL,
SALVATORE, STAPLETON, DELP, SCHWARTZ, AFFLERBACH, ANDREZESKI
KASUNI C, HART, BRI GHTBI LL AND TOMLI NSON, FEBRUARY 8, 1995

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 8, 1995
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for
sentencing in capital cases.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 9711(a)(2), (b) and (c)(2) of Title 42 of
t he Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anmended to read:
§ 9711. Sentencing procedure for nurder of the first degree.
(a) Procedure in jury trials.--

* * %

(2) In the sentencing hearing, evidence concerning the

victimand the i npact that the death of the victi mhas had on

the famly of the victimis adm ssible. Additionally,

court deens relevant and adm ssible on the question of the
sentence to be inposed [and]. Evidence shall include matters

relating to any of the aggravating or mtigating

ci rcunst ances specified in subsections (d) and (e), and
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i nformati on concerning the victimand the i npact that the

death of the victimhas had on the famly of the victim

Evi dence of aggravating circunstances shall be limted to

t hose circunstances specified in subsection (d).

(b) Procedure in nonjury trials and guilty pleas.--1f the
def endant has waived a jury trial or pleaded guilty, the
sent enci ng proceedi ng shall be conducted before a jury inpanel ed
for that purpose unless waived by the defendant with the consent
of the Commonweal th, in which case the trial judge shall hear
t he evidence and determ ne the penalty in the same manner as

would a jury as provided in subsection (a).

(c) Instructions to jury.--

* * %

(2) The court shall instruct the jury that if it finds

at | east one aggravati ng circunstance and at | east one

mtigating circunstance, it shall consider, in weighing the

agqgravating and nmtigati ng circunstances, any evi dence

presented about the victi mand about the i npact of the nurder

on the victims famly. The court shall also instruct the

jury on any other matter that may be just and proper under

t he circunstances.

Section 2. The anmendnent of 42 Pa.C.S. § 9711(a)(2), (b) and
(c)(2) shall apply to sentences inposed for offenses which take
pl ace on or after the effective date of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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