PRINTER S NO. 14

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
NoO. 14 Special Session No. 1 of

| NTRODUCED BY W LLI AM5, HECKLER, GREENLEAF, FI SHER, LEMVOND,
SALVATORE, SHUMAKER, TILGHVAN, O PAKE, PETERSQON, JUBELI RER
BODACK, LOEPER, MELLOW GERLACH, MADI GAN, LAVALLE, WENCGER,
BRI GHTBI LL, CORMAN, HOLL, ARMSTRONG BAKER, STOUT, STAPLETON
MOAERY, PUNT, SHAFFER, RHOADES, MJSTO, STEWART, BELAN,
AFFLERBACH, ROBBI NS, ULI ANA, DELP, TOWLI NSON, PORTERFI ELD
ANDREZESKI, KASUNI C, SCHWARTZ AND WAGNER, JANUARY 24, 1995

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 24, 1995

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zi ng the conduct of the

3 executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several admnistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 commi ssions shall be determ ned,” further providing for
21 rights of crime victinms and | ocal correctional facilities.

22 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
23 hereby enacts as follows:
24 Section 1. The definition of "personal injury crinme" in

25 section 479.1 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
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known as The Administrative Code of 1929, anmended Decenber 16,
1992 (P.L.1203, No.155), is anended and the section is anmended
by adding a definition to read:

Section 479.1. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and phrases
when used in sections 479 through 479.11 shall have the neani ngs
given to themin this section unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se:

* * %

"Local correctional facility" nmeans any jail, prison or

detention facility operated by a county or jointly by nore than

one county and used for the confinenent of persons for safe

custody. The term does not include any facility used for the

detenti on or confinenent of juvenil es.

"Personal injury crime" means an act, attenpt or threat to
commt an act which would constitute a m sdenmeanor or felony as
defined in and prescribed by the follow ng:

18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 25 (relating to crimnal hom cide).
18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 27 (relating to assault).
18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 29 (relating to kidnapping).
18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 31 (relating to sexual offenses).
18 Pa.C.S. 8 3301 (relating to arson and rel ated
of f enses).
18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 37 (relating to robbery).
18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 49 Subch. B (relating to victimand

Wi tness intimdation).

75 Pa.C.S. 8§ 3735 (relating to homicide by vehicle while
driving under influence).

The term shall include violations of any protective order issued

as a result of an act related to donestic vi ol ence.

* * %
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Section 2. Sections 479.3, 479.7(d) and 479.8 of the act,
anended or added Decenber 16, 1992 (P.L.1203, No.155), are
amended to read:

Section 479.3. Basic Bill of Rights for Victins.--Victins of
crinme have the follow ng rights:

(1) To receive basic information concerning the services
avai l able for victinms of crine.

(2) To be notified of certain significant actions and
proceedings within the crimnal justice systempertaining to
their case, as provided in sections 479.6 through 479.09.

(3) To be acconpanied at all public crimnal proceedings by
a famly menber, a victimadvocate or another person.

(4) In cases involving personal injury crinmes, burglary or
violations of 75 Pa.C.S. 8 3731 (relating to driving under
i nfluence of al cohol or controlled substance) which involve
bodily injury, to submt prior comment to the prosecutor's
of fice on the potential reduction or dropping of any charge or
changi ng of a plea.

(5) To have opportunity to offer prior conment on the
sentenci ng of a defendant to include the subm ssion of a witten
victiminpact statenment detailing the physical, psychol ogical
and economi c effects of the crine on the victimand the victins
fam ly, which statenent shall be considered by the judge when
determ ning the defendant's sentence.

(6) To be restored, to the extent possible, to the precrine
econonmi ¢ status through the provision of restitution,
conpensati on as provided under the crine victins' conpensation
program pursuant to sections 477 through 477.19 and the
expeditious return of property which is seized as evidence in

the case when, in the judgnent of the prosecutor, the evidence
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is no |l onger needed for prosecution of the case.

(7) In personal injury crines where the offender is
sentenced to a State correctional facility, to be given the
opportunity to provide prior comment on and to receive State
post sent enci ng rel ease deci sions, including work rel ease,
furl ough, parole, pardon or conmmunity treatnent center placenent
and to be provided i medi ate notice of an escape of the
of f ender .

(7.1) |In personal injury crines where the offender is

sentenced to a local correctional facility, to receive notice of

the date of the rel ease of the offender, including, but not

limted to, work rel ease, furl ough, parole or comunity

treatnent center placenent and to be provided with i nmedi ate

noti ce of an escape of the offender.

(8) To receive notice when an offender is commtted to a
mental health facility froma State correctional institution and
of the discharge, transfer or escape of the offender fromthe
mental health facility.

(9) To have assistance in the preparation of, subm ssion of
and followup on financial assistance clains to the Crine
Victims Conpensation Board.

Section 479.7. Responsibilities of Prosecutor's Ofice.--* *

(d) In personal injury crines, the prosecutor's office shal
provi de notice of the opportunity to submt input into State

correctional release decisions, to receive notice of any rel ease

of an offender froma State or |ocal correctional facility and

to receive notice of the commtnent to a nental health

institution froma State or |ocal correctional institution.

* * %
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Section 479.8. Responsibilities of Departnent of

Corrections, Local Correctional Facilities and Board.--(a)

Wthin one year of the effective date of this act, the
Department of Corrections and the board shall devel op
standardi zed fornms regarding victimnotification. The form shal

i nclude the address where the formis to be sent. The Depart nent

of Corrections shall devel op a standardi zed form whi ch nay be

used by | ocal correctional facilities.

(b) Where the departnment and board have received notice of a
victims desire to have input pursuant to section 479.3(7), the
appropriate agency shall notify the victimsufficiently in
advance of a pending rel ease decision to extend an opportunity
for prior conment.

(c) The victims prior comment may be oral or witten and
shall be considered by the departnment or the board as to the
advisability of release and any conditions of release which may
be i nposed.

(d) Where the departnment or |local correctional facility has

received notice of a victinms desire to receive notification
regardi ng escape of the offender, the superintendent of the

State correctional institution or warden of a | ocal correctional

facility shall imediately notify the victimof the escape.

(e) Were the departnment or |local correctional facility has

recei ved notice of a victins desire to receive notification as
provided for in section 479.3(8), the superintendent of the

State correctional institution or warden of a | ocal correctional

facility shall notify the victimof the conm tnent of the
of fender to a nental health facility and the |ocation of the
facility within twenty-four hours of the conmtnent.

(f) Al records maintained by the departnent, |ocal
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correctional facility and the board pertaining to victins shal

be kept separate, and current address, tel ephone nunber and any
ot her personal information of the victimand fam |y nenbers
shal | be deened confidential .

(g) The department, local correctional facility or the board

shall notify the victimof the final decision rendered, the date

of any rel ease and rel evant conditions inposed prior to the

rel ease of the of fender.

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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