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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL

5 Special Session No. 1 of
NoO. 1995

| NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, WAUGH, WALKO, BROWNE, BROWN, MASLAND,

GODSHALL, GRU TZA, PETRARCA, STRI TTMATTER, WXZNI AK, TRELLGO
RAYMOND, SEMMEL, CLYMER, NYCE, PETTIT, HERSHEY, MERRY, CLARK,
S. H SMTH, COVWELL, SAINATO COLAIZZO, DeWEESE, BUXTON,
TRAVAGLI O, BELFANTI, WASHI NGTON, PI STELLA, McGEEHAN, FAJT,
SURRA, GAMBLE, BATTI STO, TANGRETTI, TULLI, FICHTER

HUTCHI NSON, BAKER, SCHULER, WOGAN, Cl VERA, CEl ST, HASAY, ZUG
FAI RCH LD, CORNELL, CHADW CK, STISH, VANCE, BI RVELIN, SAYLOR,
RUBLEY, FARVER, M LLER, DEMPSEY, KING NAILOR O BRIEN
STEI'L, FEESE, TRUE, STERN, ARMSTRONG N CKCOL, HARHART,
ARGALL, BARD, L. I. COHEN, J. TAYLOR, PLATTS, SCHRODER,

E. Z. TAYLOR STAIRS, HENNESSEY, KELLER, BUTKOVI TZ, LEDERER
GLADECK, PERZEL, BARLEY, FLICK, FARGO PITTS, RYAN, DelLUCA
G Gl OrTl, COY, GEORGE AND LEH, FEBRUARY 1, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 1, 1995

OCOoO~NOUITRAWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

"An act providing for and reorgani zi ng the conduct of the
executive and admi nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative
departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative
departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,
boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive
and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointnment of
certain adm nistrative officers, and of all deputies and

ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the
nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
commi ssions shall be determned,” further providing for the
Board of Pardons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
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her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 403 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,
No. 175), known as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929, anended
Cct ober 5, 1967 (P.L.353, No.153), is anended to read:

Section 403. Board of Pardons.--The Board of Pardons shal
consi st of the Lieutenant Governor who shall be chairman, the
Attorney Ceneral, and three nenbers appointed by the Governor
with the consent of two-thirds of the nmenbers elected to the
Senate, one for two years, one for four years, and one for six
years, and thereafter for full ternms of six years. The three
menbers appoi nted by the Governor shall be residents of
Pennsyl vani a [and shall be recogni zed | eaders in their fields];

one shall be a [nenber of the bar] crine victim one a

[ penol ogi st] corrections expert, and the third a [doctor of

medi ci ne,] psychiatrist or psychologist with expertise in the

predi ction of violent behavior. The board shall keep records of

its actions, which shall at all times be open for public
i nspecti on.

Three nenbers of the board shall constitute a quorum
Section 2. Section 909 of the act, anmended July 19, 1957
(P.L.1016, No.450) and repealed in part July 21, 1968 (P.L.769,

No. 240), is anended to read:

Section 909. Board of Pardons.--(a) The Board of Pardons
shall have the power to hear applications for the rem ssion of
fines and forfeitures, and the granting of reprieves,
comut ati ons of sentence, and pardons, except in cases of
i npeachnent, and to nake reconmendations in witing to the
Governor thereon, in the manner provided in and under and
subject to Article IV, Section 9, of the Constitution of this

Commpnweal t h.
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(b) The Board of Pardons shall adopt rules and regul ations
governing its actions and no hearings or reconmendati ons except
t hose invol ving applicants under sentence of death shall be
contrary thereto.

(c) The Board of Pardons shall provide notice to any victim

regi stered with the Departnent of Corrections or the board, as

defi ned under section 479.1, of the opportunity to offer prior

comment on any applicati on which has been granted a heari ng by

the board pertaining to their case. The victinis prior conment

may be oral or witten and shall be considered by the board as

to the advisability of any pardon or rel ated rel ease and any

conditi ons of release. The board shall provide notice to victins

of the date, tinme and pl ace of any hearing pertaining to their

(d) Where the Board of Pardons chooses to hear the

application of an innate serving a life sentence or an i nnate

serving a sentence for a crinme of violence, the Board of Pardons

shall require the presence of the inmate at the heari ng.

(e) As used in this section, the term"crine of violence"

(1) Murder of the third degree, voluntary nansl| aughter,

rape, involuntary devi ate sexual intercourse, aggravated assault

as defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 8 2702(a)(1) (relating to aqgqgravated

assault), robbery as defined in 18 Pa.C. S. 8 3701(a) (1) (i), (ii)

or (iii) (relating to robbery) or ki dnappi ng.

(2) An attenpt to conmit voluntary mansl aughter, rape,

i nvol untary devi ate sexual intercourse, aqqravated assault as

defined in 18 Pa.C.S. § 2702(a)(1), robbery as defined in 18

Pa.C.S. 8 3701 (a)(1) (i), (ii) or (iii) or Kkidnapping.

(3) To serve a sentence under 42 Pa.C. S. § 9712 (relating to
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1 sentences for offenses conmmitted with firearns).

2 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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