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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1490 *5e

I NTRODUCED BY TOMLI NSON, CGERLACH, SCHWARTZ, O PAKE AND RHOADES,
APRIL 9, 1996

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
APRIL 9, 1996
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of January 14, 1952 (1951 P.L.1898, No.522),
entitled, as anended, "An act to provide for the better
protection of life and health of the citizens of this
Commonweal th by requiring and regul ati ng the exam nati on,
Iicensure and registration of persons and registration of
corporations engaging in the care, preparation and
di sposition of the bodies of deceased persons, and providing
penal ties; providing for a State Board of Funeral D rectors
in the Departnment of State, and repealing other |aws,"
provi ding for continuing education as a condition for |icense
renewal .

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 10 of the act of January 14, 1952 (1951
P.L. 1898, No.522), known as the Funeral Director Law, anended
June 13, 1961 (P.L.291, No.172), is anended to read:

Section 10. Expiration of Licenses; Renewal [.--]; Mandatory

Conti nui ng Education.--(a) Al valid funeral directors'

| icenses granted or renewed under this or any prior act shal
expire on the first day of February of 1962, and biennially
thereafter. It shall be the duty of the board, on or before the

first day of Novenber of each odd nunbered year, to nmail to



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

every licensed funeral director a blank application for renewal
of license. Renewal may be effected at any tine during the nonth
of January of every even nunbered year by the filing of such
application with the board together with such renewal fee as may
be fixed by the departnent, with the approval of the board. The
board may, at its discretion, renew the |icense of any funeral
director who has failed to nake application for renewal before
the first day of February of any even nunbered year.

(b)Y The board shall adopt, pronul gate and enforce rul es and

requl ati ons consi stent with the provisions of this act

establi shing requirenents of continui ng educati on to be net by

i ndi viduals |licensed as funeral directors as a condition for

renewal of their licenses. The board nmay wai ve all or part of

t he conti nui ng educati on requi renents or grant extensi ons of

tinme in which to fulfill such requirenents in the case of a

funeral director who provides evidence, to the board's

sati sfaction, that he was unable to conplete the requirenents

due to mlitary service, certified illness, physical disability

or hardshi p. The requl ati ons shall include any fees necessary

for the board to carry out its responsibilities under this

secti on.

(c) For licenses renewed in 1996, a |licensee shall be

requi red to have conpleted a m ni numof ten (10) cl ock hours of

conti nui ng education as a prerequisite for |license renewal. For

li censes renewed in 1998, a |licensee shall be required to have

conpleted a mni numof fifteen (15) cl ock hours of continuing

education within the previous two cal endar years as a

prerequisite for license renewal. For licenses renewed in 2000

and subsequent years, a licensee shall be required to have

conpleted a m ni num of twenty (20) cl ock hours of continuing
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education within the previous two (2) cal endar years as a

prerequisite for |license renewal .

(d) Al courses, materials, |ocations and i nstructors shal

be approved by the board. No credit may be given for any course

in offi ce managenent or practice building. Only those

educati onal prograns that are available to all |icensees on a

reasonabl e, nondi scrinm natory fee basis shall be approved. The

board nay approve prograns requiring personal on-site attendance

and prograns conducted by correspondence, |ocated within and

outside of this Commpnweal t h.

(e) On and after February 1, 2000, an individual |icensed as

a funeral director who wi shes to activate a |license whi ch has

been placed on inactive status shall be required to docunent

twenty (20) clock hours of continuing educati on.

(f) The board shall informlicensees of the conti nui ng

educati on requi renent prior to the renewal peri od when

conti nui ng education is required. Each renewal notice thereafter

shall include the foll owi ng additi onal information:

(1) That l|licenses may be placed on inactive status for no

nore than five (5) years.

(2) The appropriate nunber of hours of continuing educati on

whi ch individuals nust docunent in order to reactivate a |license

whi ch has been pl aced on inactive status.

(3) The procedure and fee required for activating an

i nactive |icense.

(4) That a licensee who fails to activate his |license after

five (5) years nust retake the appropri ate exam nati on

Section 2. The State Board of Funeral Directors shal
initiate the pronul gation of regulations to carry out the

provi sions of this anendatory act within six nonths of the
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1 effective date of this anmendatory act.

2 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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