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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 276 5

| NTRODUCED BY BUNT, CLYMER, HERMAN, BELARDI, MJNDY, FAI RCH LD,
SCHULER, SANTONI, BAKER, HERSHEY, ARGALL, KAl SER, WOGAN,
TRELLO, PETTIT, DENT, HENNESSEY, SHEEHAN, GEI ST, WALKO, BARD,
FARGO, E. Z. TAYLOR, RUBLEY, CURRY, GODSHALL, PESCI, BEBKG
JONES, DRUCE, LYNCH, PITTS, SATHER, TRUE, DONATUCCI, LEH
B. SMTH, HALUSKA, L. |I. COHEN, REBER, MELI O OLASZ, FICHTER
BELFANTI, D. W SNYDER AND YOUNGBLOOD, FEBRUARY 2, 1996

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, FEBRUARY 2, 1996
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A RESOLUTI ON
Uging the Citizens' Stanp Advisory Commttee of the United

States Postal Service to consider and recommend to the United

States Postal Service Board of Governors that John Peter

Gabri el Mihl enberg and Frederick Augustus Conrad Mihl enberg

be nenorialized as the subjects of postage stanps.

WHEREAS, The Citizens' Stanp Advisory Comrittee reviews al
matter of subjects proposed to be nenorialized as subjects of
post age stanps issued by the United States Postal Service; and

VHEREAS, This comm ttee makes reconmendations to the Board of
Governors of the Postal Service for appropriate subjects; and

WHEREAS, To the know edge of the Pennsyl vani a House of
Representati ves there has never been a postage stanp issued to
menori al i ze John Peter Gabriel Mihlenberg and Frederick Augustus
Conrad Muhl enberg, two persons who figured promnently in the
founding of the United States; and

WHEREAS, These brothers were born in Trappe, Montgonery

County, Pennsylvania, to Henry Mel chior Muhl enberg, a Gernman
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i mm grant and Lutheran mnister who is credited with organi zi ng
t he Lutheran Church in Anerica, a German church which, because
of its lack of centralized | eadership in the colonies, had
fallen into disarray until Mihlenberg' s intervention; and
WHEREAS, Although Peter and Frederick Mihl enberg's intentions
were to beconme mnisters and followin their father's footsteps,
life took themin another direction, for their patriotism and
devotion to America and to Pennsylvania led theminto the
prom nent and | oyal service of the Thirteen Col onies and, |ater,
to their nation and Commonweal t h; and
WHEREAS, Peter Mihl enberg's eminent role in the foundi ng of
the United States can be summarized as foll ows:
John Peter Gabriel Mihl enberg, ol dest son of Henry and
Anna, was born Cctober 1, 1746. After primary schooling
in Trappe and at the Phil adel phia Acadeny, now the
Uni versity of Pennsyl vania, he and his younger brothers
went to Germany to study for the mnistry. He returned
home and served congregations in the Phil adel phia area
and, ultimately, in Wodstock, Virginia. Here, after a
Sunday service in 1775, he renoved his robe to reveal a
mlitary uniform He enrolled nmen in his parish into a
reginment (the 8th Virginia Battalion, or "German
Battalion") and becane its colonel. Already active in
colonial politics, he was a nenber in the House of
Bur gesses when Patrick Henry delivered his fanous
“liberty. . . or death" speech; he al so was chairnman of
the Commttee on Resolutions from Dunnore county. He was
Washington's intinmate friend and rose by nerit to the
rank of major general, commandi ng troops at Brandyw ne,

Ger mant own, Monnout h and Yor kt own where he wi tnessed the
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surrender of Cornwallis' army. In 1781 he was elected to
t he Executive Council of Pennsylvania and was its vice-
presi dent under Benjamin Franklin from 1785 to 1788. In
St at ewi de Pennsyl vani a el ections he was elected to the
First, Second and Sixth Congress, with intervening
service in the Pennsyl vania House of Representatives from
1797 to 1798. In 1801 he was elected to the United States
Senate, and President Jefferson appoi nted hi m Supervi sor
of Internal Revenue of Pennsylvania. In 1802 he was

appoi nted Col l ector of the Port of Philadel phia, the
position he held at his death Cctober 1, 1807. He is
buried at Augustus Church in Trappe. Hs statue stands in

Statuary Hall in the Nation's Capitol; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Miuhl enberg's prominent role in the

founding of the United States can be sumrari zed as foll ows:

Frederi ck Augustus Conrad Mihl enberg, second son of Henry
and Anna, was born January 1, 1750. After six years of

t heol ogi cal studies in Germany, he returned to Trappe,
was ordained in 1770 and served parishes in Berks County
and Lebanon County. He served New York City's Christ
Church from 1773 until the British occupation began. He
returned to Trappe and in 1779 was elected to the
Continental Congress and to the Pennsyl vania Assenbly
where he served for four consecutive ternms and was
Speaker the |ast three of these terns. During this ting,
he cast the tie-breaking vote to establish English as the
of ficial I|anguage of Pennsylvania and in 1781 delivered

t he Address of Congratul ations to Washi ngton upon the
CGeneral's arrival in Philadel phia after the Yorktown

victory. He was el ected justice of the peace in 1783 and

19960H0276R3055 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

becanme president judge of the newy formed Mont gonery
County in 1784. In 1787 he was president of the
Pennsyl vani a Convention for ratifying the United States
Constitution. He was elected in 1788 to represent
Pennsyl vani a in Congress and served in the First, Second,
Third and Fourth Congress whil e nmaking two unsuccessf ul
bi ds to beconme Governor of Pennsylvania. Mst notably, he
was the first Speaker of the House of Representatives,
sitting at Washington's left at his first inaugural as
President and being first signer of the Bill of Rights
before it was sent to the states for ratification. He
al so was Speaker of the House of Representatives during
the Third Congress and was chai rman of the Conmittee of
t he Whol e during the Fourth Congress, casting the Apri
29, 1796, tie-breaking vote to inplenent the
controversial Jay Treaty. This vote ended his political
career and nearly cost himhis life in a knifer's attack
on a Phil adel phia street five days after the vote. In
1800, Governor MKean appoi nted hi m Recei ver CGeneral of
the Land O fice of Pennsylvania. He died June 5, 1801,
and is buried at Trinity Church in Lancaster. His
portrait hangs in the Capitol in Washington, D.C, and
WHEREAS, Few persons could be nore worthy of the honor of
bei ng sel ected as postage stanp subjects than Peter and
Frederi ck Miuhl enberg; therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the
Citizen's Advisory Comrittee to consider and reconmend to the
United States Postal Service Board of Governors that John
Gabri el Mihl enberg and Frederick Augustus Conrad Muhl enberg be

menori al i zed as subj ects of postage stanps issued by the U S.
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Postal Service; and be it further
RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to:
Citizens' Stanp Advisory Conmittee
c/ o Stanp Managenent

Room 5301

1

2

3

4

5 United States Postal Service
6

7 475 L' Enfant Pl aza SW

8

Washi ngton, DC 20260- 6756
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