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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 231 5

I NTRODUCED BY L. |. COHEN, LAUGHLIN, DEMPSEY, COY, PETTIT,
SANTONI, THOVAS, SATHER, DONATUCCI, CORNELL, BROW\,
STRI TTMATTER, HESS, FARVER, NYCE, CURRY, GORDNER, YOUNGBLOOD,
STETLER, MARKCSEK, d GLIOTTI, BEBKO-JONES, B. SM TH, ROBERTS,
FARGO, ARGALL, TRUE, WALKO, SCRI MENTI, MARSI CO, MCALL,
MANDERI NO, STERN, | TKIN, E. Z. TAYLOR, RAMOS, BROWMWE, LEH,
CLYMER, ADOLPH, TANGRETTI, M COHEN, KING COLAFELLA,
BELARDI, PITTS, HERMAN, GEORGE, VANCE, SCHULER, FLEAG.LE
MELI O, KUKOVI CH, STURLA, MASLAND, TI GUE, DENT, Di G ROLAMO
McGEEHAN, CLARK, CORRI GAN, BAKER, SHANER, SAYLOR, BATTI STQ
ROONEY, RUBLEY, LEDERER, SCHRODER, DRUCE, FAJT, STABACK,
JOSEPHS, GLADECK, GODSHALL, M LLER, ZUG HERSHEY, BARD,
EGOLF, PLATTS, GEI ST, BOSCOLA, DERMODY, DeLUCA, MJUNDY AND
ROHRER, OCTOBER 17, 1995

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
OCTOBER 17, 1995

O (o0} ~ OO WNE

e
w N kO

A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Governor to proclaimthe nonth of COctober 1995 as
"Breast Cancer Awareness Month" in this Comonweal th and
urging all citizens of this Cormonwealth to joininits
observance by renewi ng their awareness of the aspects of
breast cancer and by becom ng know edgeabl e about the nost
current nedi cal devel opnents regarding this tragic di sease.
WHEREAS, One out of eight wonen will devel op breast cancer by
age 85; and
WHEREAS, Breast cancer is the nbst commbn cancer anbng wonmen
i n Pennsyl vani a, accounting for nore than 30% of all cancers in
woren, and the breast cancer incidence rate for wonen has
i ncreased about 2% per year since the early 1970's; and

VWHEREAS, Between 1986 and 1990, a total of 12,824 wonen in
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Pennsyl vani a alone lost their lives to breast cancer; and

WHEREAS, Three hundred nmen die of breast cancer in this
nation annual ly; and

WHEREAS, |In 1989, the incidence rate of breast cancer was 6%
hi gher for blacks than for whites, and the nortality rate was
26% hi gher for blacks than for whites; and

WHEREAS, Breast cancer is a conplex disease and efforts to
find the cause and cure have been unsuccessful; and

WHEREAS, Ri sk factors for devel opi ng breast cancer include
bei ng 50 years of age or ol der; having a personal or famly
hi story of breast cancer; giving birth for the first tine after
passi ng the age of 30; not breast feeding; never giving birth;
and, according to some recently published nedical theories,
havi ng had an abortion, spontaneous or otherw se; and

WHEREAS, Research indicates that nutrition plays a role in
t he onset of many types of cancer, including breast cancer, and
there is nmounting nmedi cal evidence that a high-fat, |owfiber
di et can increase the risk of devel opi ng breast cancer;
t herefore, individuals should maintain suitable diet and
exercise reginmens to help maintain appropriate wei ght and body
fitness; and

WHEREAS, While there is no known way to prevent breast
cancer, early detection by clinical exam nation and yearly
mammogr aphy, especially for wonmen 50 years of age and over,
followed with i nredi ate treatnent have increased the ratio
bet ween the incidence rate and nortality rate; consequently,
t hey have, together, beconme a noderately successful way of
| esseni ng the nunber of deaths from breast cancer; and

WHEREAS, The nunber of deaths due to breast cancer could be

much | ower if nore wonmen woul d have manmmograns begi nni ng at age
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40 at one- or two-year intervals as currently recomended by the
nmedi cal profession; if each woman had annual breast exani nations
by her regul ar physician; and if each wonman practiced nonthly
breast self-exam nation (BSE); and

VWHEREAS, Cctober 19, 1995, marks the first observance of
"“Nat i onal Mammography Day"; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Governor
to proclaimthe nonth of October 1995 as "Breast Cancer
Awar eness Month" in this Conmonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge all citizens
of this Comonwealth to renew their awareness of the aspects of
breast cancer and to becone know edgeabl e about the nost recent
nmedi cal devel opnments regarding this tragic disease; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to

Governor Tom Ri dge as soon as possible after its passage.
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