PRINTER S No. 315

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 31 5

| NTRODUCED BY ARGALL, JADLOW EC, BROWN, CLARK, BATTI STO, STEIL,
FARMER, WOGAN, LYNCH, FICHTER, STERN, CONTI, ALLEN, STISH
CHADW CK, BUNT, NYCE, GRUPPO, ZUG CARONE, PHI LLIPS, MCALL
ROBERTS, FAI RCH LD, SCHULER, KING DRUCE, THOVAS,
M N WRI GHT, HANNA, J. TAYLOR, GODSHALL, HENNESSEY, KENNEY,
STAIRS, E. Z. TAYLOR, TRUE, CElI ST, WAUGH AND HUTCHI NSON
JANUARY 26, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
JANUARY 26, 1995
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON

Urgi ng nenbers of the Pennsyl vani a Congressi onal delegation to

nmeet periodically with the General Assenbly regarding

unfunded Federal nandates.

WHEREAS, The Federal legislative interests of the
Commonweal th are constantly evol ving; and

WHEREAS, The conmuni cation of those legislative interests to
Federal legislators will best be achieved through interactive
neeti ngs between the CGeneral Assenbly and each nenber of
Congress from Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, The nunber of unfunded Federal mandates inposed upon
the states by Congress has alarmngly increased in recent years;
and

WHEREAS, This continuing inposition places the Commobnweal th

in the precarious position of either attenpting to fund the

Federal requirenents with dimnishing anounts of avail abl e
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revenue or jeopardizing eligibility for certain Federal funds;
and

WHEREAS, The |egal history of the Constitution of the United
States has denonstrated that, prior to the ratification of the
Constitution of the United States, each state possessed the
excl usive authority and right to regulate intrastate commerce as
an inseparable trait of sovereignty, and such authority is
retained to the extent that it has not been specifically
surrendered to the Federal Governnment by instrunment, and that
this authority is guaranteed to the states by the Tenth
Amendnent to the Constitution of the United States, and that any
affirmative grant of power to the Federal Governnment is not
excl usive unl ess inconsistent with the particular grant; and

WHEREAS, States and Congress shoul d engage i n earnest
di scussions regarding the difficult posture in which the states
have been cast and the urgent necessity of the states to receive
nonet ary assi stance for these mandates or relief fromthe
enforcement of these unfunded decrees; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly requests that all nenbers of
Congress from Pennsyl vania neet with the | ntergovernnental
Affairs Commttee of the Senate of Pennsylvania and the
I ntergovernnental Affairs Commttee of the Pennsylvani a House of
Representatives and all nenbers of the General Assenbly
concerning this critical problemso that our Federal
representatives may be conpl etely cogni zant of the effect the
actions of the Federal Governnment have at the State |egislative
| evel and may be nore sensitive to the difficulties that
unfunded Federal mandates create; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly

urge each nmenber of Congress from Pennsylvania to neet with
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representatives of the Senate and the House of Representatives
at least two tinmes per year convened for the purpose of
di scussing the problens related to unfunded Federal mandates in
order to establish an ongoi ng and open di al ogue between these
parties; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly rem nd each nenber of
Congress from Pennsyl vani a of the Conmonwealth's retention of
its sovereign authority, under the Tenth Anendnent to the
Constitution of the United States, to enact and enforce any | aw,
rule or regulation not specifically excluded by the Constitution
of the United States, and that each nenber of Congress from
Pennsyl vani a shall respect the Conmonweal th's sovereign
authority under the Tenth Anendnment to the Constitution of the
United States when considering, deliberating and enacting any
proposed piece of legislation that may affect this Conmonweal t h;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the chairman and mnority chairman of the
I ntergovernnental Affairs Commttee of the Senate and the
President pro tenpore of the Senate and the chairman and
mnority chairman of the Intergovernnental Affairs Conmittee of
t he House of Representatives and the Speaker of the House of
Representati ves discuss this resolution with the bipartisan
| eadershi p of the Pennsylvani a del egation to Congress, in order
to make the necessary arrangenments for such a session to be held
in Harrisburg during the 1995 session with the possibility of
addi ti onal sessions as determ ned necessary by the chairmn and
mnority chairman of the Intergovernnental Affairs Conmttee of
t he Senate of Pennsylvania and the Intergovernnmental Affairs
Committee of the Pennsyl vania House of Representatives; and be

it further
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1 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

2 each nenber of Congress from Pennsylvania to advi se each nenber
3 of Congress from Pennsylvania of this invitation and of its
4

hopeful anticipation of their acceptance.
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