PRINTER S N0 3623

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2653 %%

| NTRODUCED BY JOSEPHS, LAUGHLI N, HALUSKA, STEELMAN, SANTON
ROBI NSON, YOUNGBLOOD, TRELLO, CALTAG RONE AND MERRY,
MAY 23, 1996

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MAY 23, 1996
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” providing for election by mail.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known
as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTICLE XI'I-A

El ecti ons By Mi l

Section 1201-A. El ection By Mail.--A State el ection held on

any date other than the date of the prinmary or general el ection

may be conducted by mail. The Secretary of the Commonweal th

shall direct that a State el ecti on authorized to be conducted by
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mai | under this section be conducted uniformly by mail or at

pol |l i ng pl aces.

Secti on 1202- A. Ball ots.--The Secretary of the Conmmpbnweal t h

shall establish requirenents and criteria for the desi gnati on of

pl aces of deposit for the ballots cast in the el ection. The

pl aces desi gnated under this section shall be open on the date

of the election for a period of 12 or npre hours, as detern ned

by the county clerk, but nust be open at | east eight o'clock

P. M

Section 1203-A. County Cerk.--(a) A county clerk shal

conduct any el ection held on the date of the primary or general

el ection by mail under the supervision of the Secretary of the

Commpnweal t h.

(b)Y A county clerk may conduct an el ecti on not descri bed

under section 1201-A by nmil in the county, in a city or in a

t ownshi p under the supervision of the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th. In deciding to conduct an el ection by mail, the

county clerk may consi der whet her conducti ng the el ecti on by

mail will be economically and adm ni stratively feasible.

Secti on 1204- A. Pri mary El ection.--For an el ection held on

the date of a prinary election the county clerk shall mail the

official ballot of a npjor political party to each el ector who

is reqgistered as being affiliated with the npjor political party

as of the thirtieth day before the date of the prinmary el ecti on.

The el ector shall not be mailed a ballot of any other political

party for that primary el ection. An elector not affiliated with

any political party shall be mailed the ball ot of a nmjor

political party in whose prinmary el ection the elector wishes to

vote if the elector has applied for the ballot as provided in

this article and that political party has provided for a primry
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election that adnits el ectors not affiliated with any political

party.
Section 1205-A. Application.--Except for el ectors descri bed

under section 1207-A, an elector not affiliated with any

political party who wishes to vote in the prinmary el ecti on of a

maj or political party shall apply to the county clerk in

witing. The application nust be received by the clerk not |ater

than five o' clock P.M of the thirtieth day before the date of

the el ecti on.

Secti on 1206- A. Eligibility.--If the prinmary el ecti on ball ot

includes city, county or nonparti san offices or neasures, an

el ector not eligible to vote for party candi dates shall be

mai led a ballot limted to those offices and neasures for which

the elector is eligible to vote.

Section 1207-A. Certificate of Reqi stration.--For each

el ector who obtains a certificate of reqgistration after the

thirtieth day before the date of an el ecti on conducted by mmil,

the county clerk shall make the official ballot, the return

identification envel ope and the secrecy envel ope avail able only

at the county clerk's office or other place designated by the

county clerk. An elector to whomthis section applies shall vote

at the election in the county clerk's office or other place

desi gnated by the county clerk. The elector shall nmark the

ballot, sign the return identification envel ope, conply with the

i nstructions provided with the ballot and return the ballot in

the return identification envel ope to the county cl erk.

Secti on 1208- A. Repl acenent Bal | ots. -- Notw t hst andi ng

section 1203-A, replacenent ballots may be mail ed not | ater than

the fifth day before the date of the el ection or obtained in

person up until and including the date of the election fromthe
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county cl erk.

Secti on 1209- A. Bal |l ot Warni ng.--The ball ot or ball ot | abel

shall contain the foll owi ng warni nQ:

Any person who, by use of force or other neans, unduly

i nfl uences an elector to vote in any parti cul ar manner or

torefrain fromvoting i s subject, upon conviction, to

i mpri sonnent or to a fine, or both.

Section 1210-A. Return of Ballot.--This section applies to

an el ector to whom section 1203-A applies. Upon recei pt of the

ball ot the elector shall mark it, sign the return identification

envel ope supplied with the ballot and conply with the

instructions provided with the ballot. The el ector may return

the marked ballot to the county clerk by mail or by depositing

the ballot at the office of the county clerk or any pl ace of

deposit designated by the county clerk. The ball ot shall be

returned in the return identification envelope. If the el ector

returns the ballot by mail, the elector shall provide the

postage. A ballot shall be received at the office of the county

clerk or the designated pl ace of deposit not |ater than the end

of the period determ ned under section 1201-A on the date of the

el ecti on.

Section 1211-A. Repl acenent Bal | ot Destroyed or Lost.--An

el ector may obtain a repl acenent ballot if the ballot is

destroyed, spoiled, or |lost or not received by the elector. An

el ector seeking a replacenent ballot shall sign a sworn

statenent that the ball ot was destroyed, spoiled, |ost or not

recei ved and present the statenent to the county clerk before

the end of the peri od determ ned under section 1201-A. The

county clerk shall keep a record of each repl acenent ball ot

provi ded under this section.
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Section 1212-A. Counting of Ballot.--A ballot shall be

counted only if:

(1) It is returned in the return identification envel ope.

(2) The envelope is signed by the el ector to whom the ball ot

i s issued.

Section 1213-A. Verification of Signature.--The county clerk

shall verify the signature of each el ector on the return

identification envel ope with the signature on the el ector's

regi strati on card according to the procedure provided by rul es

adopted by the Secretary of the Commonweal th. |If the county

clerk determ nes that an el ector to whom a repl acenent bal | ot

has been i ssued has voted nore than once, the county clerk shal

not count any ball ot cast by that el ector.

Section 1214-A. Chall enge.--Any ball ot and any el ector

casting a ballot may be chal |l enged pursuant to rul es pronul gat ed

by the Secretary of the Conmpbnweal t h.

Section 1215-A. Regul ati ons. --The Secretary of State shal

pronul gate requl ati ons to provide for uniformty in the conduct

of State elections by nnil.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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