PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 3528 PRINTER S NO. 4072

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2610 *5e”

| NTRODUCED BY BARD, SCHRODER, HERSHEY, HENNESSEY, L. |. COHEN,
CLYMER, CORNELL, E. Z. TAYLOR, STEELMAN, BUNT, ALLEN,
GLADECK, CURRY, MERRY, RUBLEY AND RYAN, MAY 13, 1996

AS REPORTED FROM COVMM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 1, 1996
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AN ACT

Establ i shing the State Tax Coll ectors' Conm ssion; and providing

for the certification of State tax collectors and for

conti nui ng educati on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Tax Col | ector
Certification Law
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Commi ssion." The State Tax Coll ectors' Conm ssion

est abl i shed under section 4.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Comunity AfHai+s AND <—

ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT of the Conmmpnweal t h.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Community AfHfairs AND ECONOM C <—



1 DEVELOPMENT of the Commonweal t h.

2 "State-certified tax collector.”™ A person who holds a

3 current valid certificate issued to himunder this act.

4 "Tax collector." Any—eofificialelectedtocollecttaxes <—
5 wthin—this—Comronwealth— A PERSON DULY ELECTED OR APPO NTED TO <—
6 COLLECT REAL PROPERTY TAXES LEVI ED BY A POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON,

7 I NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE FOLLOW NG

8 (1) TAX COLLECTORS I N BOROUGHS, TOANS AND TOWNSHI PS OF

9 THE SECOND CLASS.

10 (2) TREASURERS OF CITIES OF THE THI RD CLASS AND

11 TOMSH PS OF THE FI RST CLASS | N THEI R CAPACI TI ES AS TAX

12 COLLECTOR.

13 (3) COUNTY COLLECTORS OF TAXES I N COUNTIES OF THE THI RD,
14 FOURTH, FI FTH, SIXTH, SEVENTH AND EI GHTH CLASSES WHO HAVE

15 BEEN DESI GNATED TO COLLECT COUNTY AND | NSTI TUTI ON DI STRI CT
16 TAXES IN CI TIES OF THE TH RD CLASS.

17 (4) COUNTY TREASURERS | N COUNTIES OF THE FOURTH, FIFTH,
18 SI XTH, SEVENTH AND El GHTH CLASSES WHO HAVE BEEN DESI GNATED TO
19 COLLECT COUNTY TAXES IN MUNI Cl PALI TI ES EXI STI NG OR ORGANI ZED
20 UNDER THE ACT OF APRIL 13, 1972 (P.L.184, NO 62), KNOMW AS
21 THE HOVE RULE CHARTER AND OPTI ONAL PLANS LAW VH CH HAVE

22 ELI M NATED THE ELECTI VE OFFI CE OF TAX COLLECTOR

23 (5) EMPLOYEES WHO HAVE BEEN DESI GNATED TO COLLECT REAL
24 PROPERTY TAXES I N MUNI Cl PALI TI ES EXI STI NG OR ORGANI ZED UNDER
25 THE HOVE RULE CHARTER AND OPTI ONAL PLANS LAW VH CH HAVE

26 ELI M NATED THE ELECTI VE OFFI CE OF TAX COLLECTOR

27 Section 3. State tax collector certification required.

28 It shall be unlawful, on or after July 1, 1996, for any
29 person to hold hinself out as a State-certified tax collector
30 unless he holds a current, valid certification fromthe
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commi ssi on.
Section 4. State Tax Collectors' Commi ssion.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established the State
Tax Col |l ectors' Commi ssion as an adm ni strative conm ssion in
t he Departnent of Comunity A ai+s AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT.
The conmi ssion shall consist of seven nenbers who are citizens
of the United States and who have been residents of this
Commonweal th for a two-year period inmediately prior to
appoi ntment, two of whom shall be public nenbers, four of whom
shall be State-certified tax collectors and one of whom shall be
the secretary or his designee. For the initial comm ssion
appoi ntments, the four professional tax collector nenbers need
not be certified at the time of appointnment but shall have
appropriate tax collection experience and education and shal
have denonstrated adherence to standards of professional
practice.

(b) Termof office.--The professional and public nmenbers
shall serve four-year terns, except as provided in subsection
(c), and shall be appointed by the Governor by and with the
advi ce and consent of a majority of the nenbers elected to the
Senat e.

(c) Initial appointnents.--Wthin 90 days of the effective
date of this act, the Governor shall nom nate one professiona
menber to serve a four-year term one public nenber and one
prof essi onal nmenber to serve three-year termnms, one public nenber
and one professional nenber to serve two-year terns and one
prof essi onal nmenber to serve a one-year term

(d) Continuation in office.--Each professional and public
menber shall continue in office until a successor is duly

appoi nted and qualified but no | onger than six nonths after the
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expiration of the term In the event that a comm ssion nenber
shall die, resign or otherw se becone disqualified during the
termof office, a successor shall be appointed in the sane way
and with the sanme qualifications as set forth in this section
and shall hold office for the unexpired portion of the unexpired
term

(e) Limt on ternms.--No conm ssion nenber shall be eligible
for appointnment to serve nore than two consecutive four-year
terns.

(f) Forfeiture of menbership.--A conmm ssion nenber who fails
to attend three consecutive neetings shall forfeit his seat
unl ess the secretary, upon witten request fromthe nenber,
finds that the nenber should be excused froma neeting because
of illness or the death of a famly nenber.

(g) Coenpensation EXPENSES. - - Each nmenber of the comm ssion, <—
except the secretary, shall receive per diem conpensation at the
rate of $60 per di em when actually attending to the work of the
conmmi ssion. Menbers shall al so receive reasonabl e traveling,
hot el and ot her necessary expenses incurred in the perfornance
of their duties in accordance with Commonweal th regul ati ons.

(h) Forfeiture for nonattendance.--A public nenber who fails
to attend two consecutive statutorily mandated training sem nars
in accordance with section 813(e) of the act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative Code of 1929,
shall forfeit his seat unless the secretary, upon witten
request fromthe public nmenber, finds that the public nmenber
shoul d be excused froma neeting because of illness or the death
of a famly nenber.

(1) Quorum--A mgjority of the nmenbers of the conm ssion

serving in accordance with | aw shall constitute a quorumfor
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pur poses of conducting the business of the comm ssion. A nenber
may not be counted as part of a quorumor vote on any issue
unl ess he is physically in attendance at the neeting.

(j) Meetings.--The conmm ssion shall neet at |east four tines
a year in Harrisburg.

(k) Notice.--Reasonable notice of all neetings shall be
given in conformty with the act of July 3, 1986 (P.L. 388,

No. 84), known as the Sunshine Act.

(1) Operating procedures.--The conmm ssion shall neet within
30 days after the appointnent of its initial nenbers and set up
operating procedures and an application formfor certifying tax
collectors. It shall be the responsibility of the comm ssion to
circulate these fornms and educate the public to the requirenents
of certification. No other comm ssion and no board shall be
responsi bl e, in any manner, for the policies, procedures or
ot her substantive matters which are within the powers and duties
of the conmmi ssion as set forth in this act.

(m Election of officers.--The comm ssion shall elect
annually fromits nmenbership a chairnman, a vice chairman and a
secretary.

Section 5. Powers and duties of comm ssion.

The conmm ssion shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To pass upon the qualifications and fitness of
applicants for certification and to adopt and revise rules
and regul ations requiring applicants for certification to
pass exam nations relating to their qualifications for
certification.

(2) To adopt and fromtine to tinme revise such rules and
regul ati ons as nmay be necessary to carry out the provisions

of this act.

19960H2610B4072 - 5 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(3) To exam ne for, deny, approve, issue, revoke,
suspend or renew certificates of tax collectors pursuant to
this act and to conduct hearings in conjunction therewth.

(4) To conduct hearings upon conplaints concerning
vi ol ations of the provisions of this act and the rul es and
regul ati ons adopted pursuant to this act.

(5) To expend noneys necessary for the proper carrying
out of its assigned duties.

(6) To establish fees for the operation of the
comm ssion, including fees for the issuance and renewal of
certificates and for exam nations.

(7) To submt annually to the departnment an estimte of
the financial requirenents of the comm ssion for its
adm ni strative, |egal and m scell aneous expenses.

Section 6. Application and qualification.

(a) Application.--An applicant for certification as a State-
certified tax collector shall submt a witten application on
forms provided by the comm ssion evidencing that:

(1) He is of good noral character.

(2) He has conpleted the requisite training course
conducted by the departnent in conjunction with the
commi ssi on.

(3) His application has been acconpani ed by the
application fee.

(b) Crimnal background check.--As a prerequisite to taking
the exam nation for certification, an applicant shall, in
addition to neeting the requirenments of subsection (a), undergo
a crimnal background check to be performed by the conmm ssion.

(c) Training course.--As a prerequisite to taking the

exam nation for certification, an applicant shall conplete a
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trai ning course conducted by the departnent. The applicant shal
bear the cost of the training course which shall include, BUT <—

NOT BE LIMTED TO, information concerning the foll ow ng:

() Fhetax—colectors' manual— <—
2y—TFhe—tax—cotection—taw
(1) PROCEDURES FOR COLLECTI NG TAXES. <—

(2) THE LOCAL TAX COLLECTI ON LAW AND OTHER STATUTES

RELATED TO THE | MPGSI TI ON AND COLLECTI ON OF TAXES.

(3) Auditing.

(4) Accounting.

(5) Ethics.

(6) COVPUTERI ZATI ON. <
(7) RECENT COURT DECI SI ONS AFFECTI NG THE | MPCSI TI ON AND

COLLECTI ON OF TAXES.

(d) Exam nations.--Exam nations shall be prepared and
adm ni stered by a qualified and approved professional testing
organi zation in accordance with section 812.1 of the act of
April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative
Code of 1929. The exam nee shall bear the cost of the
exam nati on.

Section 7. Continuing education.

(a) Rules and regulations.--The conm ssion shall adopt,
promul gate and enforce rules and regul ati ons consistent with the
provi sions of this act establishing requirenments of continuing
education to be net by individuals certified as tax collectors
under this act as condition for renewal.

(b) Yearly requirenents.--Each person certified pursuant to
this act shall be required to obtain ten hours of nmandatory
conti nui ng education during each year.

(c) Conm ssion approval.--Al courses, materials, |ocations
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and instructors shall be approved by the com ssion.
(d) Topics.--The topics for continuing education shal
i nclude, BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE FOLLOW NG <—
(1) Accounting.
(2) Auditing.
(3) Conputerization.
(4) Ethics.
(5) Procedures for collecting taxes.
(6) THE LOCAL TAX COLLECTI ON LAW AND OTHER STATUTES <—

RELATED TO THE | MPGSI TI ON AND COLLECTI ON OF TAXES.

(7) RECENT COURT DECI SI ONS AFFECTI NG THE | MPCSI TI ON AND

COLLECTI ON OF TAXES.

(e) Information to applicants.--The comm ssion shall inform
applicants of the continuing education requirenment prior to the
renewal peri od.

Section 8.  Renewal term and records.

(a) Renewal term--Renewal of certification shall be on an
annual basis.

(b) Records.--Arecord of all certified tax collectors shal
be kept in the office of the conm ssioner and shall be open to
public inspection and copyi hg upon paynent of a nom nal fee.
Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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