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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2585 *5e”

| NTRODUCED BY B. SM TH, PHI LLIPS, GRU TZA, BARLEY, NYCE
STABACK, BROWN, HUTCHI NSON, SURRA, ALLEN, HESS, MAJOR, HANNA,
GODSHALL, GEI ST, FARGO, SEMVEL, JARCLI N, PERZEL, EGOLF
SATHER, LYNCH AND BAKER, MNAY 2, 1996

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, MNAY 2, 1996
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AN ACT
Amending Title 30 (Fish) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, prohibiting interference with [awful fishing and
boati ng.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 30 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 909. Interference with lawful fishing and boati ng prohi bited.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherwi se provided in this

title, it is unlawful for a person at the | ocati on where | awf ul

fishing or boating is taking place to intentionally obstruct or

physically interfere with the lawful fishing or boating.

(b)Y Activities that violate section.--A person violates this

section if that person intentionally or knowi ngly conmmts any of

the foll ow ng:

(1) Disturbs fish in their habitat for the purpose of

di srupting the |lawful taking of fish where another person is
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engaged in the process of |awful fishing.

(2) Blocks or inpedes another person who i s engaged in

the process of lawful fishing or boating.

(3) Uses natural or artificial visual, aural, ol factory

or physical stinuli to affect fish behavior in order to

hi nder or prevent the |lawful taking of fish.

(4) Creates or erects barriers with the intent to deny

i ngress or egress to areas where the lawful fishing or

boating is perntted.

(5) Places obstructions or objects in the waters of this

Commpnweal th for the purpose of hindering |awful fishing or

(6) Fails to obey the order of any officer authorized to

enforce this title to cease and desi st from conduct in

violation of this section.

(c) Exception.--The conduct declared unlawful in this

section does not include any |lawful activities arising from

owner shi p and occupancy of private |lands, farm ng, mnning,

forestry practices, activities associated with oil and gas

drilling and production, recreation and sim/lar activities or

exerci se of defendant's rights of free speech under the

Constitution of the United States or the Constituti on of

Pennsyl vani a. Not hing contained in this section shall be

construed to authorize any interference with or di srupti on of

activities associated with oil and gas drilling, production site

restorati on or other conduct necessary for conpliance with the

act of June 22, 1937 (P.L.1987, No.394), known as The C ean

Streans Law, the act of Decenber 19, 1984 (P.L.1140, No.223),

known as the Ol and Gas Act, or other |laws or requl ati ons of

the Commonweal th by the operator of the oil and gas site. In
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addi ti on, nothing contained in this section shall be construed

to authorize any interference with or disruption of activities

conducted pursuant to a pernit or other authorization of a

Federal, State or | ocal governnent agency or any other

gover nnent agency.

(d) Enforcenent and recovery of damages.--The conm SSi on or

any person who is lawfully engaged in fishing or boating who i s

directly affected by a violation of this section nmay bring an

action to restrai n conduct declared unlawful in this secti on and

to recover damages.

(e) Penalties.--A violation of this section is a summary

offense of the first degree.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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