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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2076 5

| NTRODUCED BY CGRUPPO, BAKER, KING E. Z. TAYLOR, BARD, GEI ST,
DENT, MARSI CO, KREBS, EGOLF, PLATTS, STERN, J. TAYLOR AND
MAJOR, OCTOBER 5, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AG NG AND YOUTH, OCTOBER 5, 1995
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AN ACT
Providing for the creation of a Statewide Child Day-Care
Resource and Referral Systemin this Commonweal t h; and
i nposi ng additional responsibilities upon the State Data
Center and the Departnent of Public Wlfare.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Child Day-
Care Resource and Referral Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The demand for high quality, affordable, accessible
child day care has increased dramatically in the | ast decade
in correlation with a dramatic increase in the |abor force
participation rate of parents with young chil dren.

(2) Approximtely 275,000 children are currently in care

through a variety of child day-care prograns in this

Commpnweal t h.
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(3) A conprehensive, coordinated effort is needed to
ensure that accurate, up-to-date child day-care information
is readily avail able and easy to access.

(4) A Statewide child day-care resource and referra
system can be extrenely beneficial not only to working
parents of all econom ¢ neans by enabling themto make
i nformed choices in selecting and purchasing the child day
care that best neets their famly's unique needs, it can al so
be of great value to existing and prospective child day-care
providers in their efforts to build and maintain a safe, high
quality child day-care service, to the business community by
provi di ng a conprehensive resource for themto use in
responding to child day-care needs of their enployees and to
the community-at-large by contributing directly to the
heal th, safety and well-being of this Commonweal th's children
and their famlies.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Child day-care resource and referral services.”" A variety
of child day-care services provided in accordance with this act,
designed to ensure access to high quality, avail able, affordable
child day care for all Pennsyl vani ans.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.

"Local managenent agency." A county entity established by
the Departnent of Public Welfare pursuant to the Commonweal th's
1991 Chil d-Care Devel opnent Bl ock Grant Pl an to nanage

subsi di zed child care and all nonentitlenent child-care funds
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and to coordinate those prograns with the | ocal county
assi stance prograns.

"State Data Center." The Pennsylvania State Data Center
(PSDC) Program established through executive order of the
Governor to inprove access to and use of statistical resources
avai l able fromthe United States Bureau of the Census and ot her
resources. Information and services are avail abl e through the
PSDC office at Penn State Harrisburg, the Pennsylvania State
Li brary and the network of Affiliate Data Centers | ocated across
t hi s Commonweal t h.

Section 4. Provision of child day-care resource and referral
servi ces.

Al'l county |ocal nanagenent agencies shall offer child day-
care resource and referral services in accordance with the
i npl enentation schedule as required to be established by the
department under section 11.

Section 5. Establishnent of central child day-care data base.

The departnent shall work in cooperation with the State Data
Center to establish and maintain a central child day-care data
base. The State Data Center shall utilize their capabilities to
conduct applied denographic anal yses and to create statistical
maps and graphi cs and census geographic reference maps, as well
as any other resources they may have available in order to
create a conprehensive, accurate and up-to-date reference base
on child day care in this Commonweal th. Local managenent
agenci es shall be provided on a regular basis with informtion
devel oped regarding child day care in their specific geographic
ar eas.

Section 6. Resource and referral services offered.

Local managenent agenci es shall make avail able, either
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1 directly or through contracts with existing resource and

2 referral agencies, at a mnimum the follow ng services:

3 (1) Identification of all State-approved child day-care
4 providers in their specific geographic area and profile of

5 each provider to indicate the types of services they provide
6 and the costs of such services.

7 (2) Maintenance of a regularly updated resource file

8 t hat denonstrates supply and demand of services.

9 (3) Maintenance of a resource and referral service for
10 child day-care users and assistance, if requested, in

11 eval uating child day-care needs and appropri ateness of types
12 of child day care.

13 (4) Establishnent of a public education programto

14 i nform consuners and provide referral counseling about child
15 day-care options through such nmeans as printed material s,

16 educati on sessions or workshops and resource |ibraries.

17 (5) Provision information and technical assistance to
18 provi ders and prospective providers, as requested. Types of
19 informati on to be nmade avail abl e shall include, but not be
20 limted to, information regardi ng career opportunities in the
21 field, continuing education, training opportunities,

22 accreditation progranms, regulatory requirenments, food

23 prograns and denographic information to determ ne the

24 exi stence of markets for services.

25 (6) Provision of technical assistance, information and
26 wor kshops for enployers who are trying to neet the child day-
27 care needs of their enployees.

28 (7) Collection and nai ntenance of data, as nay be useful
29 in State and | ocal planning efforts, on the nunber and usage
30 of different child day-care providers, the type, availability
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1 and cost of child day care in their particul ar geographic

2 area and denographic information to determ ne whet her or not
3 a market exists for child day-care services in a given area.
4 Section 7. Standard operation procedures.

5 Local managenent agencies, as providers of child day-care

6 resource and referral services shall:

7 (1) Conduct business during hours convenient to working
8 parents, including some evening and weekend hours, if deened
9 necessary.

10 (2) Have the authority to establish reasonable fees for
11 services, with the approval of the departnent.

12 (3) Advertise their services and any fees for such

13 servi ces.

14 (4) Tailor their services to the geographically defined
15 area in which they are | ocat ed.

16 (5) Seek opportunities to provide educational and

17 consumer awar eness prograns.

18 (6) Utilize, to the maxi mum extent, the nost cost-

19 ef fective neans of providing child-care resource and referral
20 services in accordance with this act, including, but not
21 [imted to, public-private partnerships, where deened
22 appropriate, and contractual arrangenents with existing
23 provi ders of resource and referral services.
24 (7) Miintain confidentiality of records. Information
25 contained in the records shall not be publicly disclosed in
26 such a manner so as to identify individuals. Certain
27 noni dentifying informati on may, however, be collected in
28 aggregate formfor the purposes of data collection.
29 (8) Report to the departnent on a regul ar basis
30 i nformati on regarding:
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(1) The nunber of parents and children served.

(1i) The extent of assistance given to providers,
parents, businesses and ot hers.

(i1i1) Fees charged for resource and referral
servi ces given

(iv) The inpact of the resource and referral
services on quality and availability of child day care in
their particul ar geographically defined area.

(v) Any recommendations that may contribute to the
i mprovenent of the provision of child day-care resource
and referral services.

Section 9. Annual report.

The departnent shall submt an annual report to the General
Assenbly which shall include the information required to be
submtted to them by the | ocal managenent agencies, as outlined
under section 7. This report shall also include any
recommendati ons of the departnent for inprovenents to the
St at ewi de resource and referral system as well as the
avai lability of private, corporate and governnent funding for
resource and referral services.

Section 10. Regul ations.

The departnent shall, in the manner provided by | aw,
pronmul gate the rules and regul ati ons necessary to establish
child day-care resource and referral services to be offered in
accordance with this act.

Section 11. Resource and referral services inplenentation.

(a) Inplenmentation schedul e.--The departnent shall establish
a three-year inplenentation schedule for the provision of child
day-care resource and referral services through |ocal nanagenent

agenci es. Such inplenmentation schedul e shall provide for the
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1 establishnment of a resource and referral services programin at
2 least 12 | ocal nmanagenent agencies throughout this Commonweal t h
3 no later than January 1, 1997. The departnent shall, in

4 determ ning which | ocal managenent agencies are included in the
5 first phase of inplenentation, consider such factors as

6 geographic distribution of State-approved child day-care

7 progranms and availability of existing resource and referral

8 services to the |ocal nanagenment agenci es.

9 (b) Local agencies.--Al |ocal managenent agencies in the
10 Commonweal th shall have avail abl e resource and referra
11 services, in accordance with this act, not l|later than January 1,
12 1999.
13 Section 12. Effective date.
14 This act shall take effect as follows:
15 (1) Section 8 shall take effect in six nonths.
16 (2) The remai nder of this act shall take effect
17 i mredi ately.
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