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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1952 5

| NTRODUCED BY ClI VERA, VEON, GEI ST, GAMBLE, RAYMOND, STURLA,
SANTONI, BUXTON, M COHEN, DeLUCA, FAJT, LAUGHLIN, OLASZ,
SCHULER, LaGROTTA, ROONEY, SURRA, BELARDI, TANGRETTI,
JOSEPHS, COLAFELLA, LEVDANSKY, CARONE, BELFANTI, TRELLO,
KAl SER, DERMCDY, MELI O LEDERER, STETLER, MANDERI NG,
MARKGOSEK, BOYES, MARSI CO, TRUE, ZI MVERVAN, ARMSTRONG,
HERSHEY, HENNESSEY, SCHRODER, PETRARCA, Bl SHOP, COVWELL,
OLI VER, CORRI GAN, CAPPABI ANCA, CURRY, WOGAN, KENNEY, KELLER
BUTKOVI TZ, DONATUCCI, KUKOVI CH, McGEEHAN, O BRI EN, W LLI AVS5,
COLAlI ZZO, WALKO, STRI TTMATTER, PETRONE, PI STELLA, M CQOZZI E,
SAI NATO, RI EGER, MAYERNI K, LUCYK, SCRI MENTI, MCALL, DeWEESE
G GIOrTl, I'TKIN, M CHLOVI C, JAMES, PESCI, KI RKLAND,
VAN HORNE, BOSCOLA, CONTI, S. H SM TH, BATTISTO PRESTON,
DALEY, L. |I. COHEN, FARGO, LYNCH, JADLOW EC, PICCOLA, TULLI,
MASLAND AND RAMOS, JUNE 29, 1995

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, JUNE 29, 1995
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AN ACT
Providing for contracts relating to rail passenger service;
provi ding for powers and duties of the Departnent of
Transportation; creating the Rail Passenger Advisory Panel;
establishing the Rail Passenger Fund; and naking an
appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a
Passenger Rail Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Transportation of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Panel ." The Rail Passenger Advisory Panel created under
section 5.
Section 3. Departnent contracts.

The departnent shall contract for the foll ow ng:
(1) Provision of no less than ten round-trip passenger
trai ns per weekday between Phil adel phia and Harri sburg.
(2) Addition of two round-trip cross-State trains, with
intermttent stops as determ ned appropriate, between
Phi | adel phia and Pittsburgh. Optional service extensions
shal | include eastbound from Phil adel phia to New York and
west bound from Pittsburgh to C evel and.
(3) Establishnent of southwest service. This shal
include intercity rail passenger service between Johnstown
and Pittsburgh, with two weekday round-trips, and two weekday
round-tri ps between G eensburg and Pittsburgh. O her routes
as recommended by the panel may be established.
Section 4. Capital construction grant program

The departnent shall adm nister a capital construction grant
program Eligible capital construction grant projects include
station construction, parking facilities and ot her
infrastructure anenities. Municipalities are eligible to apply
for the capital construction grants. The departnent shal
pronmul gate rules to govern the operation of the grant program
Section 5. Rail Passenger Advisory Panel.

(a) Creation.--There is hereby created the Rail Passenger
Advi sory Panel. The panel shall consist of the follow ng

menber s:
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(1) The Secretary of Transportation or designee who
shall serve as chairperson

(2) The Secretary of Commerce or designee.

(3) The chairman and minority chairman of the
Transportation Committee of the Senate and the chairman and
mnority chairman of the Transportation Conmttee of the
House of Representatives or their designees.

(4) Two public nenbers appointed by the Governor.

(5) A nenber of a Statew de | abor organi zati on which
represents enployees involved in rail passenger operations
appoi nted by the Governor.

(b) Termof office.--Except as provided in subsection (c),
menbers shall serve for a termof four years.

(c) Rules governing operation of panel.--The depart nent
shall promulgate rules to govern the operation of the panel,
i ncludi ng the establishment of the initial terns of the nmenbers.

The terns of the nenbers, pursuant to the regulations, shall be

st agger ed.
(d) Powers and duties of panel.--The powers and duties of
t he panel shall include, but are not limted to:

(1) WMaking recommendations on rail passenger service,
i ncl udi ng scheduling, routes and related matters.
(2) WMaking reconmendations on capital expenditures.
(3) Developing strategies to integrate advanced
technology into rail passenger operations.
Section 6. Rail Passenger Fund.
A restricted revenue fund is hereby established in the State
Treasury to be known as the Rail Passenger Fund. The depart nent
shall make tinmely deposits of revenues generated by this act.

These funds shall be used solely for the purposes of
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adm nistering this act and shall suppl ement any appropriation
made fromthe General Fund for the purposes of this act.
Section 7. Reporting requirenent.

The departnent shall nake an annual report to the Ceneral
Assenbly concerning the operation of this act.

Section 8. Federal Rail Passenger Service Act.

This act and any contract entered into under this act shal
be in accordance with the Rail Passenger Service Act (Public Law
91-518, 45 U. S.C. 8501 et seq.) where applicable.

Section 9. Applicability of Federal and State | aw.

The operation of any service under this act shall be governed
by all applicable Federal and State |aw, including, but not
l[imted to, the Railway Labor Act (Public Law 69-257, 44 Stat.
577), the Railroad Retirenent Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-445, 88
Stat. 1305), the Rail Safety and Service |Inprovenent Act of 1982
(Public Law 97-468, 96 Stat. 2543) and the Rail Safety
| mprovenent Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-342, 102 Stat. 624).
Section 10. Appropriation.

The sum of $12, 650,000, or as nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of
Transportation to carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 11. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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