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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1854 5

| NTRODUCED BY SERAFI NI, GAMBLE, BELARDI, TRELLO TI GUE,
YOUNGBLOOD, CARONE, HARHART AND PRESTON, JUNE 21, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
JUNE 21, 1995
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AN ACT
Providing for the conpiling of certain information relating to
the activities of public and private ani mal shelters, for
additional duties of the Attorney General and for penalties.
The General Assenbly finds as foll ows:

(1) That there is today in this Commonweal th a serious
probl em of dog and cat overpopul ati on whi ch has consequences
for the public health, safety and wel fare and environnent.

(2) That, to a considerable extent, the problemis dealt
with by animal shelters, both public and private.

(3) That a principal nmethod by which those shelters dea
with the problem of dog and cat overpopulation is by killing.

(4) That the killing of |arge nunbers of honel ess dogs
and cats annually raises fiscal and public health questions
whi ch the General Assenbly may fromtinme to tine wish to
addr ess.

(5) That at present there are no reliable statistics of

how many honel ess dogs and cats shelters kill annually and

thus no concrete data upon which the General Assenbly can
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base any | egislative conclusions it may wi sh to make in order

to deal with the fiscal, public health and other issues

presented by the disposition of unwanted dogs and cats.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"“Ani mal shelter” and "operator of animal shelter.” The term
includes all shelters operated in whole or in part for dogs and
cats and all public and private agencies, organizations and
associ ations operating animal shelters, regardless of source of
funds and whether for profit or not for profit.

"Ofice." The Ofice of Attorney General.

"Reported year." The cal endar year for which a report is
made under section 2.

Section 2. Reporting requirenents.

(a) Content.--Al aninmal shelter operators shall, on an
annual basis, nake a report to the office. This report shal
i nclude all of the follow ng:

(1) The nunber of dogs, by breed, on hand as of January

1 of the reported year.

(2) The nunber of dogs, by breed, on hand as of 11:59

p.m on Decenber 31 of the reported year.

(3) The nunber of cats, by breed, on hand as of January

1 of the reported year.

(4) The nunber of cats, by breed, on hand as of 11:59

p.m on Decenber 31 of the reported year.

(5) The nunber of dogs redeened and not returned during
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the reported year.
(6) The nunber of cats redeened and not returned during
the reported year.
(7) The nunber of dogs redeened and returned during the
reported year.
(8) The nunber of cats redeened and returned during the
reported year.
(9) The nunber of dogs adopted and not returned during
the reported year.
(10) The nunber of cats adopted and not returned during
the reported year.
(11) The nunber of dogs adopted and returned during the
reported year.
(12) The nunber of cats adopted and returned during the
reported year.
(13) The nunber of dogs killed during the reported year.
(14) The nunber of cats killed during the reported year.
(15) The nunber of dogs transferred or otherw se
provi ded to deal ers and the nunber of dogs transferred or
ot herwi se provided to | aboratories during the reported year.
(16) The nunber of cats transferred or otherw se
provi ded to deal ers and the nunber of cats transferred or
ot herwi se provided to | aboratories during the reported year.
(17) The nunber of dogs which have run away or died
naturally or were subject to such other disposition which
shal | be specified.
(18) The nunber of cats which have run away or died
naturally or were subject to other disposition.
(19) The anpbunts of public funds and the anmounts of

private funds and the sources thereof which are expended in
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support of the activities which are the subject of the

report.

(b) Method of killing.--The report shall specify the nethod
of killing and the manner of disposition of the remains.

(c) Form--The office shall devel op and provide a standard
reporting form The formshall include a statenment that the
maker of the report certifies it to be true and correct.

(d) Fee.--The office nmay charge a reasonable fee to cover
the cost of collecting and processing these reports. This fee
shall cover the cost of reproducing the reports and nailing them
to interested citizens.

Section 3. Conpilation.

The office shall conpile these reports on a Statew de and on
a county-by-county basis. Reports shall be maintained by the
office for at |east ten years. Reports made under this act shal
be public records and shall be open to public inspection.
Section 4. Penalties.

(a) Failure to file.--Failure to file a report under this
act constitutes a summary of fense puni shabl e by a fine of $50
for each day of such failure to file.

(b) False statenent.--Any person who knowi ngly submts a
false or fraudul ent report or who supplies false or fraudul ent
information in a report commts a sumrary of fense puni shabl e by
a fine of not |less than $500 nor nore than $2000.

Section 5. Rules and regul ations.

The O fice of Attorney General may promul gate rules and
regul ations to adm nister and enforce this act.
Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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