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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1217 %%

| NTRODUCED BY RI CHARDSQON, KUKOVI CH, BELARDI, TRELLO CARN,
M HALI CH, JOSEPHS AND ROBI NSON, MARCH 16, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 16, 1995
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AN ACT
Establ i shing citizen advisory boards within each region of the

Department of Corrections and providing for their powers and

duti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Advi sory board" or "board."” A citizen advisory board
establ i shed under this act.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Corrections of the
Commonweal t h.

Section 2. Establishnent of boards.

(a) Establishnment and conposition.--

(1) There shall be a citizen advisory board established

in each region of the departnent.

(2) Each board shall consist of 15 nenbers, to be
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recommended by the nmenbers of the General Assenbly and
appoi nted by the Governor, as foll ows:

(i) Three nenbers who are representatives of the
general public, of whomtwo are victinms of a violent
crine.

(i1i) A presiding judge of a court of conmon pl eas.

(iti1) A district attorney.

(iv) A law enforcenent professional.

(v) An enployee of the departnent.

(vi) Two crimnal defense attorneys, of whom one
provi des public counsel services.

(vii) Two nmenbers frominmate advocate
or gani zati ons.

(viii) Two inmate famly menbers.

(ix) A former inmate.

(x) Acleric or representative froma community
church or synagogue.

(3) Each board shall be an autononous entity,
i ndependent of the departnent.
Section 3. Terms, quorum etc.
The advi sory board nenbers shall be appointed for terns of

three years each, and no nenber shall serve nore than two

consecutive ternms. A chairperson shall be appointed by the board

menbers of each advisory board. A majority of the board shal
constitute a quorum for any neeting. Advisory board nenbers
shall serve w thout conpensation but shall be reinbursed for
actual and reasonabl e expenses incurred in the perfornmance of
their duties.

Section 4. Meetings, etc.

Each advi sory board shall neet nonthly, or additionally as
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1 needed, and upon the request of two or nore nenbers of the

2 board. Each board may appoint a clerk. An inmate in each

3 facility shall be chosen frominmate applicants by the advisory
4 board as a liaison to the board. The departnment shall provide
5 each board with adequate space in which to hold its neetings.

6 Section 5. Powers and duties.

7 Advi sory board duties shall consist of the foll ow ng:

8 (1) To investigate and report on the general state of

9 correctional facilities, their admnistration, correction
10 policy and practices and the treatnent of prisoners therein.
11 (2) To investigate and report on the health and safety
12 of prisoners, the availability of education, vocational,

13 enpl oynment and rehabilitation prograns, the availability of
14 proper nedical, psychiatric and counseling services and the
15 avai lability of healthy and nutritious neals.

16 (3) To investigate and report on the sufficiency and
17 avai lability of regular visiting hours, tel ephones, religious
18 clergy and attorneys, on the treatnent of visiting famly,
19 friends, attorneys and program vol unteers and on the
20 avai lability of transportation for visiting famly nmenbers.
21 (4) To advise and informthe comunity at |arge of
22 current needs and trends in departnent policies and
23 practices.
24 (5) To advise the departnent on inplenentation,
25 i mprovenents and general nodifications to policies and
26 practices relative to prisoner education, vocation,
27 enpl oynment and rehabilitation prograns, visitation, nedical,
28 psychi atric and counseling services and religious and
29 vol unt eer prograrns.

30 Section 6. Reports.
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Reports shall be issued nonthly and shall be sent first to
the departnent for conment. Fifteen days |ater, the report,
al ong with any departnent comments, shall be sent to the
region's legislators and to the Governor.

Section 7. Access to institutions.

In order to performits duties, an advisory board shall have
access to all correctional institutions in its region, and al
areas therein, at any tinme and wi thout notice unless the safety
of board menbers woul d be endangered due to an institutional
emer gency.

Section 8. Meetings with i nmates.

Board nmenbers may, at the request of any inmate, neet with
that inmate within the institution and endeavor to assist with
probl enms of a personal nature in relation to the institution.
The board shall be allowed to neet with i nmates out of sight and
heari ng of any officer or enployee of the institution if the
board so requests.

Section 9. Access to records.

An advi sory board shall, with the perm ssion of an inmate,
have access to any and all of the inmate's records, including,
but not limted to, records of conviction, probation, parole,

di sci pline, grievance, adm nistration and classification,
provi ded, however, that the board shall not dissenm nate the
files or any information therein.

Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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