SENATE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1208, 1544, 1974 PRINTER S N0, 2702

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1085 5

| NTRODUCED BY ClI VERA, DeLUCA, BUNT, CLARK, ALLEN, N CKQ.,

FI CHTER, YEWCI C, CONTI, SHANER, NAILOR, D. R WRI GHT,
G Gl OITl, HENNESSEY, GEI ST, ZUG STABACK, OLASZ, PLATTS,
DEMPSEY, FLEAGLE, VANCE, COWELL, LUCYK, MASLAND, SATHER,

TRUE, WAUGH, FAIRCH LD, M CQOZZI E, SURRA, COLAI ZZO, ARMSTRONG,

SAYLOR, STAI RS, BELFANTI, ROBERTS, GRUPPO, ROONEY, MAI TLAND,
GODSHALL, COLAFELLA, DRUCE, HERSHEY, CLYMER, MELI G
TANGRETTI, FLICK, SANTONI, HESS, PESCI, M LLER, TRELLQ,
SCHULER, RUBLEY, FARGO, E. Z. TAYLOR, DURHAM STI SH, MCALL,
CORRI GAN, FAJT, J. TAYLOR, D. W SNYDER, MARSI CO, VAN HORNE,
BAKER, PETRARCA, YOUNGBLOCD, L. |. COHEN, BROWNE, ADOLPH,

ZI MVERVAN, RAYMOND, STRI TTMATTER, BROW, BI RVELI N, CARONE,
PERZEL, BARLEY, BATTI STO, DENT, HABAY, MERRY, O BRI EN AND
EGOLF, MARCH 8, 1995

SENATOR LEMMOND, STATE GOVERNMENT, | N SENATE, RE- REPORTED AS

AMENDED, OCTOBER 25, 1995

O (o0} ~ » GRrWNEF

I e
N — O

AN ACT

Establ i shing the Ofiece—eof State Fire Comm ssioner as—an
i i W THI N THE PENNSYLVANI A EMERCGENCY

+hrdependent—eatitee
MANAGEMENT AGENCY; transferring the Vol unteer Loan Assi stance

Program and the State Fire Acadeny to the Sfiece—of State
Fire Comm ssioner; and maki ng repeals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Sfice—-of
State Fire Comm ssioner Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
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have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:
"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent Agency.
"Conmi ssioner.” The State Fire Conm ssioner appointed under
section 4 3.
"Conmittee.” The Fire Safety Advisory Comrittee established
under section # 6.
under—section-—3-
Section-3.—Establishrent of O fice of State Fire Conm-ssioner—
Fhe—COFH+ece—ot—StateF+re—Conm-sstonrer—+s—hereby—establtshed
as—an—+ndependent—otfee—
Section 4 3. State Fire Conm ssioner.
(a) State Fire Conm ssioner.--Wthin the effiee ACGENCY there
shall be the State Fire Comm ssioner, who, THROUGH THE
LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR, shall report to the Governor on all nmatters
concerning fire safety in this Commonweal th. The comm ssi oner
shall have the power and duty to:

(1) Coordinate the activities of State and | ocal
community interests engaged in fire prevention and contr ol
activities.

(2) Serve as a focal point for information relative to
fires, property damage, injuries and the loss of life.

(3) Dissemnate, through periodic reports, information
about fire prevention efforts and fire control techniques.

(4) Develop and participate in a program of public
i nformati on and education designed to create a public
awar eness of the incidence and the ravages of fire and
nmet hods the individual can take to prevent fires and mnimze

| oss when they occur.
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(5) Serve as a central point to support l|local efforts
and interests in all matters pertinent to fire prevention and
control
(b) Transfer.--The eff+ee COW SSI ONER shal | use, enploy and <—
expend in connection with the functions, powers and duties
ENUMERATED i n subsection (a) for the position of the <—
conmmi ssi oner, contract obligations, if any, records, files, <—
property, supplies and equi pnment now being used or held in
connection with such functions, powers and duties and the
unexpended bal ance of appropriations, allocations, Federal
grants and ot her funds available or to be nade avail able for use
in connection with such functions, powers and duties as
previ ously transmttedte WERE VESTED I N the agency by <—
Reorgani zation Plan No.5 of 1981 (P.L.612).
(c) Qualifications and appoi ntnent.--The conm ssioner shal
be a person who, by reason of training, experience and
attainment, is qualified to coordinate fire prevention and
control activities. The comm ssioner shall be appointed by the
Governor after consultation with the fire service community AND <—
W TH THE ADVI CE AND CONSENT OF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED
TO THE SENATE. The conmi ssi oner alse shall repert—to—the <—
Ereutenant—Governor—on—al—matters—+elatedto-theoffice—and
shalt act as the Commonwealth's primary representative with the
Statewi de fire service conmunity.
Section 5 4. Pennsylvania State Fire Acadeny. <—
(a) Creation.--There is hereby created withintheoffice the <—
Pennsyl vania State Fire Acadeny, FORVERLY KNOMAN AS THE <—
PENNSYLVANI A STATE FI REMEN S TRAI NIl NG SCHOOL CREATED UNDER THE
ACT OF MAY 26, 1949 (P.L.1844, NO 547), ENTITLED, "AN ACT
ESTABLI SHI NG THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE FI REMEN S TRAI NI NG SCHOCOL | N
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OR ADJACENT TO THE BOROUGH OF LEW STOMN, PROVI DING FOR I TS

OPERATI ON AND MAI NTENANCE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C

I NSTRUCTI ON; AUTHORI ZI NG THE ACQUI SI TION OF A SI TE El THER BY

G FT OR PURCHASE BY THE COVMONVEALTH OR BY THE GENERAL STATE

AUTHORI TY, OR THE USE OF LAND NOW OMNED BY THE COMMONWEALTH;

PROVI DI NG FOR THE ERECTI ON OR CONSTRUCTI ON AND THE FURNI SHI NG

AND EQUI PPI NG OF THE BUI LDI NGS AND STRUCTURES BY THE GENERAL

STATE AUTHORI TY, AND THE LEASI NG THEREOF BY THE COVMONVEALTH,

AND CONFERRI NG POAERS AND | MPOSI NG DUTI ES UPON THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLI C | NSTRUCTI ON AND THE PUBLI C SERVI CE | NSTI TUTE BQARD, "

whi ch shall be under the operational control of the

commi ssi oner. The ageney COWM SSI ONER shal | admi nistratively <—
provi de for the erection or construction, the furnishing, the
staffing and the equi ppi ng of the buil dings and structures <—
t hrough the Departnent of General Services and FOR the | easing <—
t hereof by the Commonweal th for the use and support of the

Pennsyl vania State Fire Acadeny. THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE <—
FI REMEN S TRAI NI NG SCHOOL AND THE POAERS AND DUTI ES OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON AND THE PUBLI C SERVI CE | NSTI TUTE BOARD,

PERTAI NI NG TO THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE FI REMEN S TRAI NI NG SCHOQL,

VWH CH WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE AGENCY UNDER REORGANI ZATI ON PLAN

NO 6 OF 1981 (P.L.613), AND WHI CH ARE SET FORTH I N THE ACT OF

MAY 26, 1949 (P.L.1844, NO 547), ARE HEREBY TRANSFERRED TO AND
VESTED | N THE COW SSI ONER.

(b) Transfer.--There are hereby transferred to the effiece <—
COW SSI ONER, to be used, enployed and expended in connection <—
with the functions, powers and duties autherized ENUMERATED in <—
subsection (a), personnel, contract obligations, if any,
records, files, property, supplies and equi pnent now bei ng used

or held in connection with such functions, powers and duties and
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t he unexpended bal ance of appropriations, allocations, Federal

grants and ot her funds available or to be nade avail able for use

in connection with such functions, powers and duties as

previ ously t+ransmttedtoe WERE VESTED | N THE DEPARTMENT OF <—
EDUCATI ON AND THE PUBLI C SERVI CE | NSTI TUTE BOARD UNDER THE ACT

OF MAY 26, 1949 (P.L.1844, NO 547), AND TRANSFERRED TO t he

agency by Reorgani zation Plan No.6 of 1981 (P.L.613).

(c) Hazardous chem cal and radioactive material training.--
The Pennsylvania State Fire Acadeny shall serve as the resident
Commonweal t h governnment center for hazardous chem cal and
radi oactive material training. The Pennsylvania State Fire
Acadeny is authorized to use resident and field staff to support
this training.

(d) Firefighter training and certification.--A Statew de
firefighter training programshall be inplenented by the
conmmi ssioner to educate the fire service community about the
i mportance of firefighter health and safety. This program shal
i ncl ude nmeasures designed to increase the nobility of training
courses throughout this Commonweal th, to enhance firefighter
accessibility to training course offerings and to inprove and
expand training for and response capability to enmergencies, with
enphasi s on hazardous materials incidents. The program shal
al so include inplenentation of a firefighter certification
programin accordance with paraneters devel oped by the
conmi ssi oner, consistent with established standards. The
acqui sition of physical resources to enhance Statew de
capability shall be coordinated by the comm ssioner.

(E) ADM NI STRATI ON. - - <

(1) THE COW SSI ONER MAY ASSESS REASONABLE FEES ON FOR-

PROFI T CORPORATI ONS AND BUSI NESSES AND ON STUDENTS WHO ARE

19950H1085B2702 - 5 -
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NONRESI DENTS OF TH S COMVONWEALTH FOR FI RE, RESCUE AND
EMERGENCY SERVI CE TRAI NI NG PROGRAMS PROVI DED TO THEM BY THE
PENNSYLVANI A STATE FI RE ACADEMY, BUT | N NO EVENT SHALL ANY
MEMBER OF A MUNI Cl PAL OR VOLUNTEER FI RE, RESCUE, AMBULANCE OR
OTHER EMERGENCY SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON LOCATED WTHI N THI S
COVMONVEALTH BE CHARGED FOR TRAI NI NG PROVI DED AT THE
PENNSYLVANI A STATE FI RE ACADEMY.
(2) THE COW SSI ONER MAY CHARGE ALL STUDENTS FOR CLASS
MATERI ALS AND SUPPLI ES DI RECTLY RELATED TO THE CONDUCT OF
CLASSES PROVI DED AT THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE FI RE ACADEMY AND
FOR | NSI GNI A, PATCHES AND SI M LAR MEMORABI LI A | NDI CATI NG
STUDENT ATTENDANCE OR ACH EVEMENT AT THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE
FI RE ACADEMY.
(3) ALL REVENUES GENERATED BY THESE FEES AND CHARCGES
SHALL AUGMVENT THE APPROPRI ATI ON MADE TO THE OFFI CE OF STATE
FI RE COW SSI ONER.
Section 6 5. Pennsylvania Vol unteer Loan Assi stance Program <—
(a) Creation.--Wthintheofficethere THERE shall be a |oan <—
assi stance program which shall be inplenented by the
conmmi ssi oner, for volunteer agencies, known as the Pennsylvani a

Vol unt eer Loan Assi stance Program which shall meke | oans te <—

by—the—ecoemrunity— UNDER THE ACT OF JULY 15, 1976 (P.L.1036, <—
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NO. 208), KNOWN AS THE VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY, AMBULANCE SERVI CE
AND RESCUE SQUAD ASSI STANCE ACT. THE PENNSYLVANI A VOLUNTEER LOAN
ASSI STANCE PROGRAM AND THE PONERS AND DUTI ES PREVI QUSLY VESTED

I N THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNI TY AFFAI RS, VWH CH WERE TRANSFERRED
TO THE AGENCY UNDER REORGANI ZATI ON PLAN NO 7 OF 1981 (P.L.615),
AND VWH CH ARE SET FORTH UNDER THE VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY,
AMBULANCE SERVI CE AND RESCUE SQUAD ASSI STANCE ACT, ARE HEREBY
TRANSFERRED TO AND VESTED I'N THE COWM SSI ONER.

(b) Transfer.--There are hereby transferred to the effiece
COW SSI ONER, to be used, enployed and expended in connection
with the functions, powers and duties autherized ENUMERATED in
subsection (a), personnel, contractual obligations, if any,
nort gages, |iens, encunbrances and any ot her secured interests,
records, files, property, supplies and equi pnent now bei ng used
or held in connection with such functions, pewer PONERS and
duti es and the expended UNEXPENDED bal ance of appropriations,
all ocati ons and other funds avail able or to be nade avail abl e
for use in connection with such functions, powers and duties as
previ ously t+ransmttedtoe WERE VESTED | N THE DEPARTMENT OF
COVWUNI TY AFFAI' RS UNDER THE VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY, ANMBULANCE
SERVI CE AND RESCUE SQUAD ASSI STANCE ACT, AND TRANSFERRED TO t he
agency by Reorgani zation Plan No.7 of 1981 (P.L.615).

(C REGULATI ONS. - - THE VOLUNTEER LOAN ASSI STANCE PROGRAM
REGULATI ONS FOUND I N 4 PA. CODE CH. 113 ( RELATI NG TO VOLUNTEER
FI RE COVPANY, AMBULANCE SERVI CE AND RESCUE SQUAD ASSI STANCE) ARE
HEREBY TRANSFERRED TO THE OGFH-CE COMM SSI ONER FROM THE AGENCY.
THE OFH-CE-MAY COWM SSI ONER SHALL FULLY | MPLEMENT AND ADM NI STER
THOSE REGULATI ONS ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ACT. THE NAME—OF
FHE-OFH-CE COWM SSI ONER MAY BE SUBSTI TUTED FOR THE AGENCY
THROUGHOUT THE REGULATI ONS AND THE REGULATI ONS MAY BE RENUMBERED
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AND PUBLI SHED | N THE PENNSYLVANI A BULLETI N AS A FI NAL REGJEAH-ON <—
REGULATI ONS W THOUT THOSE REGULATORY CHANGES BEI NG SUBJECT TO <—
THE PROVI SIONS OF THE ACT OF JUNE 25, 1982 (P.L.633, NO 181),
KNOM AS THE REGULATCORY REVI EW ACT.
Section # 6. Fire Safety Advisory Commttee. <—
(a) Creation.--There is hereby created the Fire Safety
Advi sory Committee to assist the comm ssioner. The commttee
shal | consist of nine nenbers, as follows:
(1) The director of the agency, ex officio.
(2) The conm ssioner, who shall serve as chairmn.
(3) Two paid firefighters TO BE APPO NTED BY THE <—
GOVERNCR FROM A LI ST OF AT LEAST SI X NOM NEES SUBM TTED BY
THE PENNSYLVANI A PROFESSI ONAL STATE FI REFI GHTERS ASSCOCI ATI ON.
(4) One nenber of the public, to be appointed by the
Gover nor
(5) Four volunteer firefighters, one each to be
appoi nted by the President pro tenpore of the Senate, the
Mnority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the Mnority Leader of the House of
Represent ati ves.
Menbers of the conmttee shall serve at the pleasure of their
appointing authority. The commttee shall advise the
conmi ssioner on matters pertaining to the operation of the
Pennsyl vania State Fire Acadeny and any other nmatters as the
conmi ssi oner may request.
(b) Expenses.--Menbers of the conmittee shall receive
rei nbursenent for reasonable traveling, hotel and other
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties
i n accordance wi th Commonweal t h regul ati ons.

Section 8 7. Appropriations. <—
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Al'l appropriations for the comm ssioner shall be by a

separate line itemin the General Appropriation Act.

Section 9 8. Repeals. <—
[ [ [ <—

#319-are—+repealed—
(A) ABSCLUTE. --THE PROVI SIONS OF 35 PA.C. S. 88 7315, 7316, <

7317, 7318 AND 7319 ARE REPEALED.
(B) I NCONSI STENT. - - THE FOLLON NG ACTS AND PARTS OF ACTS ARE
RESCI NDED | NSOFAR AS THEY ARE | NCONSI STENT WTH THI S ACT:
REORGANI ZATI ON PLAN NO. 5 OF 1981 (P.L.612).
REORGANI ZATI ON PLAN NO. 6 OF 1981 (P.L.613).
REORGANI ZATI ON PLAN NO. 7 OF 1981 (P.L.615).
Section 30 9. Effective date. <—

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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