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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1058 5

I NTRODUCED BY L. 1. COHEN, MASLAND, BUNT, DENT, VANCE
MANDERI NO, D. W SNYDER, MJUNDY, FEESE, PLATTS, STABACK,
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BARD, BAKER, STERN, YOUNGBLOOD, M CHLOVI C AND BROWNE,
MARCH 7, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 7, 1995
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th

of Pennsylvania, further providing for rights of accused in

crim nal prosecutions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That section 9 of Article | be anmended to read:
8§ 9. Rights of accused in crimnal prosecutions.

In all crimnal prosecutions the accused hath a right to be
heard by hinself and his counsel, to demand the nature and cause

of the accusation against him to [nmeet the witnesses face to

face] be confronted with the witnesses against him to have

conmpul sory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and, in
prosecutions by indictnment or information, a speedy public trial

by an inpartial jury of the vicinage; he cannot be conpelled to



1 give evidence against hinmself, nor can he be deprived of his

2 life, liberty or property, unless by the judgnment of his peers

3 or the law of the |land. The use of a suppressed voluntary

4 admi ssion or voluntary confession to inpeach the credibility of
5 a person may be permtted and shall not be construed as

6 conpelling a person to give evidence agai nst hinself.

7 Notwi thstanding the provisions of this section, the Ceneral

8 Assenbly may by statute provide for the manner of testinony of

9 child victins or child naterial wtnesses in crimnm nal
10 proceedings, including the use of videotaped depositions or
11 testinmony by closed-circuit television. Nothing in this section
12 shall be construed to prohibit the use of hearsay testinony in a
13 crimnal proceeding where such testinony is otherw se adm ssible
14 by rule, statute or conmnon | aw.
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