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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 844 5

| NTRODUCED BY M LLER, BUNT, LEH HERSHEY, PETTIT, FICHTER
E. Z. TAYLOR SCHULER, CONTI, ZI MVERVAN, MELIO ZUG CEl ST,
KAl SER, HENNESSEY, CLARK, GAMBLE, GORDNER, ARMSTRONG, SAYLOR
RUBLEY, BAKER, ARGALL, TIGUE, YOUNGBLOOD, B. SM TH, SATHER
DeLUCA, ROBERTS, STAIRS, LAUGHLIN, TRELLO, FEESE, SEMVEL
VWAUGH, WALKO, RAYMOND, JOSEPHS, MAI TLAND, COLAFELLA, J.
TAYLOR, MERRY, |TKIN, NYCE, BARLEY, PISTELLA, L. |I. COHEN AND
BELFANTI , FEBRUARY 14, 1995

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MARCH 14, 1995
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AN ACT
Provi di ng for Pennsyl vania Turnpi ke farmers' markets; and
conferring powers and duties on the Departnent of Agriculture
and the Pennsyl vani a Turnpi ke Comn ssi on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Turnpi ke
Farmers' Market Access Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vani a Turnpi ke Comni ssi on.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Agriculture of the

Commpnweal t h.
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"Fresh." Harvested within three days prior to sale.

"Turnpi ke." The Pennsyl vani a Turnpi ke.

"Vendor." Any person or persons who grow, produce or cause
to be grown or produced not |ess than 50% of their farm products
in this Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Establishnent of turnpike farnmers' narkets at
turnpi ke service areas.

(a) Authorization.--The comm ssion and the departnent shal
enter into an agreenent to provide for the operation of turnpike
farmers' markets at turnpi ke service areas, tollbooth areas and
ot her areas al ong the turnpi ke, deened safe and feasible by the
commi ssi on, by persons who have received a permt fromthe
departnment, with the approval of the comm ssion, to operate a
turnpi ke farnmers' market on a daily or seasonal basis for the
termof the permt. These agreenents shall be for ternms of not
nore than five years and may be renewed for terns of not nore
than five years.

(b) Permts and |licensees.--

(1) A permt shall be granted to a turnpi ke farmers’

mar ket on a daily or seasonal basis to do all of the

fol | ow ng:

(i) Provide a service to turnpike travel ers by
of fering them an opportunity to purchase Commonweal t h-
produced and Commonweal t h- processed food and agri cul tural
products.

(i1i) Showcase and pronote the variety and quality of
Commonweal th food and agricultural products to turnpike
travel ers.

(tii) Provide a location for the distribution of

publ i cati ons on Conmonweal th agriculture, including the
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1 | ocation of farms where Commonweal th food and

2 agricultural products can be purchased directly from

3 producers.

4 (2) The department shall issue licenses to vendors

5 selling food at turnpike farners' markets.

6 (3) Notwi thstanding any provision in this act to the

7 contrary, the department shall prescribe the qualifications
8 for eligibility to receive and renew permts and |icenses and
9 shall specify the termof such permts and |icenses.

10 (4) The permt of an operator of a turnpi ke farmers'

11 mar ket and the license of a vendor may be revoked for cause
12 by either the comm ssion or the departnent.

13 Section 4. Requirenents.

14 (a) GCeneral.--Permttees and |icensees under section 3(b)
15 shall do all of the follow ng:

16 (1) Obtain and maintain any insurance required by the
17 conm ssion and the departnent.

18 (2) Be entitled to use the turnpike for the purposes of
19 this act wi thout paynment of a toll or other conparable fee.
20 (3) Ensure that all turnpi ke farners' market patrons are
21 treated in an honest and courteous manner and cooperate wth
22 the comm ssion in neeting the needs of the traveling public.
23 (4) Ensure that displays of all products offered for
24 sale are attractive, neat and, where necessary, well
25 i I'lum nat ed.
26 (5) Post the prices of all products in a conspicuous
27 manner .
28 (6) Erect signs at appropriate locations to inform
29 turnpi ke travelers of the location of a turnpike farners
30 mar ket .
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(7) Conduct business in conpliance with this act,
conmmi ssion regul ati on and the agreenent between the
conmm ssion and the departnent.

(8) Conply with other applicable statutes, ordinances
and regul ations regarding the sale of food and agricul tural
products, including the packagi ng, branding and | abeling of
products.

(9) Use certified scales.

(b) Perishable products.--Perishable fruits and veget abl es
offered for sale, with the exception of potatoes, onions, wnter
squash, punpkins and other storable crops, nust be fresh. Al
produce itens nust be in good condition and free from obvi ous
physi cal defects. Perishable fresh produce and tenperature-
sensitive processed products shall be kept cool or refrigerated
as appropriate to maintain product quality.

(c) Additional requirenents.--The conmmi ssion, in
consultation with the departnent, nmay expand or reduce the
required or permtted itens or categories of products offered
for sale. The comm ssion nmay restrict the sale of any item or
require the renoval of any itemoffered for sale if it, or its
condition, is not in accordance with the provisions of this act.
Section 5. Powers and duties of comm ssion.

The conmm ssion has the follow ng powers and duti es:

(1) To construct, repair, maintain and nanage al
turnpi ke farners' markets.

(2) To fix fees for services, |licenses and permts and
rent space at turnpi ke farmers' markets and enter into | eases
with permttees under section 3(b)(1) for the operation of
farmers' markets. Fees, rent and | eases shall be consistent

with the agreenment negotiated with the departnment under
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section 3(a). The commission shall retain the proceeds
derived fromfees and rent and shall utilize such revenues to
further the purposes of this act and any statute relating to
the comm ssion's powers and duties with respect to the

t ur npi ke.

(3) To investigate and resolve any conplaints in
relation to the shipnent of food or the quality of food or
service at any turnpi ke farmers' market.

(4) To promulgate regulations, in consultation with the
departnment, for the operation of farners' nmarkets and for the
i npl enentation of this act.

(5) To insure that farnmers' markets limt their sales to
itenms that do not have a substantial adverse inpact on other
t urnpi ke concessi ons.

(6) To consider the potential for farners' markets at
future plazas and service areas, tollbooth areas and ot her
areas along the turnpi ke, as part of its planning
responsibilities in connection with the existing turnpike
system or extensions thereto.

(7) To delegate adm nistrative and enforcenent
responsibilities to the departnment to the extent such
del egation is provided for in the agreenent between the
conmi ssion and the departnent.

(8) To permt the sale of crafts at suitable |ocations,
if such sales are consistent with the agreenent between the
commi ssion and the departnent, to the extent that the sale of
such itenms will not have a substantial adverse inpact on
ot her concessi ons.

(9) TO ANNUALLY TRANSM T TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY, AND TO MAKE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C, A REPORT ON
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1 CERTAI N MATTERS PERTAI NI NG TO THE COMM SSI ON. THE REPORT

2 SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, A SUWARY OF

3 SI GNI FI CANT | SSUES WH CH THE COMM SSI ON RESOLVED DURI NG THE
4 REPORTI NG PERI GD, A SUWWARY OF SI GNI FI CANT DECI SI ONS OF THE
5 COW SSI ON AND THE COURTS OF THI S COVMWONWEALTH DURI NG THE

6 REPORTI NG PERI GD RELATI NG TO THE TURNPI KE, A SUMVARY OF

7 SI GNI FI CANT ANTI Cl PATED | SSUES AND A STATUS REPORT OF ANY

8 COW SSI ON ACTI ON REGARDI NG THESE | SSUES. | N THE ANNUAL

9 REPORT AND AT SUCH OTHER TI MES AS THE COWM SSI ON DETERM NES,
10 THE COW SSI ON SHALL MAKE RECOMMENDATI ONS TO THE GOVERNOR AND
11 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY VWH CH THE COWM SSI ON BELI EVES TO BE

12 NECESSARY OR DESI RABLE TO PROTECT THE PUBLI C | NTEREST.

13 (10) TO APPEAR BEFORE THE APPROPRI ATI ONS COW TTEE OF
14 THE SENATE AND THE APPROPRI ATI ONS COW TTEE OF THE HOUSE OF
15 REPRESENTATI VES REGARDI NG THE ANNUAL APPROPRI ATI ON FROM THE
16 CENERAL FUND.

17 Section 6. Powers and duties of departnent.

18 The departnent shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:
19 (1) To enter into an agreenent with the comm ssion to
20 provi de for operation of turnpike farmers' markets in
21 accordance with section 3.
22 (2) To issue permts, with the approval of the
23 commi ssion, for the operation of turnpike farners' narkets
24 and to prescribe the qualifications and ternms of permts.
25 (3) To issue licenses to vendors to sell food at
26 turnpi ke farnmers' markets and to prescribe the qualifications
27 and ternms of these |icenses.
28 (4) To performadm nistrative and enforcenent
29 responsibilities to the extent provided for in the agreenent
30 bet ween the comm ssion and the departnent.
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1 Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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