PRINTER S NO. 282

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 289 %%

| NTRODUCED BY MUNDY, LAUGHLI N, | TKIN, KUKOVI CH, DeLUCA, STABACK
VAN HORNE, PESCI, DALEY, TRELLO MELI O COLAFELLA, BELARDI,
TRAVAGLI O, HORSEY, YOUNGBLOOD AND BELFANTI, JANUARY 25, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, JANUARY 25, 1995
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for severe weat her
instruction and drills.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 1517.1. Severe Wat her Dangers and Energency Shel ter

Drills.--(a) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of

Education, in consultation with the Pennsyl vani a Ener gency

Managenmnent Agency, to prepare nmaterials of instruction for use

of teachers and students of all grades, in the public and

private schools, dealing with the dangers of severe weat her and

the preparati ons needed to i nsure safety. The naterials of

i nstructi on shall be produced, at the expense of the
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Commpnweal th, under the direction of the Secretary of Educati on

and shall be distributed in sufficient qguantities for the use of

all school s.

(b)Y School officials shall maintain, in all public schoo

bui | di ngs, a National Cceani c and Atnospheric Adm ni strati on

weat her radio with a warning al armtone and battery backup that

will be provided by the Departnent of Educati on and receive

conti nuous weat her broadcasts.

(c) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of Educati on, each

board of school directors and each district superintendent to

provide for the instruction and training of all pupils by neans

of drills, so that in sudden energencies they will be able to

take all necessary precautions in the shortest possible tine

wi t hout confusi on or panic.

(1) In all public schools, tornado drills shall be

peri odi cally conducted, not |less than twice a year, the first to

be conducted during the first week of the school term and the

second to be conducted during the nonth of March, and at such

other tinmes as the district superintendent nmay require.

(2) Drills shall be conducted by the teacher or teachers in

charge under rules and requl ati ons to be pronul gated by the

district superintendent. During tornado drills, the pupils and

t eachers shall be instructed in and nmade thoroughly famli ar

with sheltering procedures. Drills shall include the actual act

of sheltering in an expeditious and orderly nmanner fromthe

i ncl enent weat her.

(d) District superintendents shall see that the provisions

of this section are faithfully carried out in all schools of

whi ch they have char ge.

(e) On or before the tenth day of April of each year, each
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district superintendent shall certify to the Secretary of

Educati on that the enmergency sheltering drills required under

this section have been hel d.

(f) The Secretary of Education shall penalize a school

district which fails to conply with this section in the anpunt

of one one hundred eightieth (1/180) of the district's equalized

subsi dy for basic education for the school year in which there

i s nonconpliance. The penalty under this subsection i s subject
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to 2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 5 Subch. A (relating to practice and procedure
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of Conmobnweal th agenci es) and Ch. 7 Subch. A (relating to
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judi cial review of Commpbnweal th agency action). The secretary
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may enforce a penalty by w thhol di ng paynents or by other | eqgal
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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