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AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, IN SENATE, JUNE 19, 1995

AN ACT

1  Amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania
2     Consolidated Statutes, further providing for medical history
3     information., for involuntary termination of parental rights,  <
4     for eligibility for adoption, for expedited procedures for
5     support actions and proceedings and for continuing
6     jurisdiction over support orders.

7     The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

8  hereby enacts as follows:

9     Section 1.  The definition of "medical history information"

10  in section 2102 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated

11  Statutes is amended to read:

12  § 2102.  Definitions.

13     The following words and phrases when used in this part shall

14  have, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the

15  meanings given to them in this section:

16     * * *



1     "Medical history information."  Medical records and other

2  information concerning an adoptee or an adoptee's natural family

3  which is relevant to the adoptee's present or future health care

_4  or medical treatment. The term includes:

___5         (1)  otherwise confidential or privileged information

6     provided that identifying contents have been removed pursuant

_7     to section 2909 (relating to medical history information)[.];

___8     and

_______________________________________________________9         (2)  information about the natural parents which may be

________________________________________________________10     relevant to a potential hereditary or congenital medical

______________________________________________________11     problem, whether or not the problem is in existence or

_________________________________________12     discoverable at the time of the adoption.

13     * * *

14     Section 2.  Section 2312 of Title 23 is amended to read:       <

15  § 2312.  Who may adopt.

_________16     Any individual may become an adopting parent. The race,

___________________________________________________17  ethnic origin or religion of an individual is not a

_______________________________________________________________18  consideration in determining whether that individual may adopt.

19     Section 3.  Section 2511(a)(5) and (b) of Title 23 are

20  amended and subsection (a) is amended by adding a paragraph to

21  read:

22  § 2511.  Grounds for involuntary termination.

23     (a)  General rule.--The rights of a parent in regard to a

24  child may be terminated after a petition filed on any of the

25  following grounds:

26         * * *

27         (5)  The child has been removed from the care of the

28     parent by the court or under a voluntary agreement with an

29     agency [for a period of at least six months], the conditions

30     which led to the removal or placement of the child continue
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1     to exist, the parent [cannot or will not remedy those

_______2     conditions within a reasonable period of time] has not

___________________________________________________________3     remedied those conditions within 12 months from the date of

____________________4     removal or placement, the services or assistance reasonably

________5     available to the parent [are not likely to remedy] have not

________6     remedied the conditions which led to the removal or placement

_________7     of the child within [a reasonable period of time] 12 months

_____________________________________8     from the date of removal or placement and termination of the

9     parental rights would best serve the needs and welfare of the

10     child.

11         * * *

____________________________________________________12         (8)  The child has been removed from the care of the

__________________________________________________________13     parent by the court or under a voluntary agreement with an

_____________________14     agency and the child:

__________________________________________________15             (i)  was in placement for a period of 12 months or

_______16         longer;

__________________________________________17             (ii)  was returned home to the parent; and

________________________________________________18             (iii)  was, within 12 months of returning, again

_________________________________________________________19         removed from the care of the parent by the court or under

________________________________________________20         a voluntary agreement with an agency for similar

___________________________________________21         conditions of abuse, neglect or incapacity.

22     (b)  Other considerations.--The court in terminating the

23  rights of a parent shall give primary consideration to the

_____________________________________24  developmental, physical and emotional needs and welfare of the

25  child. The rights of a parent shall not be terminated solely on

26  the basis of environmental factors such as inadequate housing,

27  furnishings, income, clothing and medical care if found to be

28  beyond the control of the parent. With respect to any petition

___________29  filed pursuant to subsection (a)(1) [or (6)] through (8), the

30  court shall not consider any efforts by the parent to remedy the
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1  conditions described therein which are first initiated

2  subsequent to the giving of notice of the filing of the

3  petition.

4     * * *

5     Section 4.  Section 2512(a) of Title 23 is amended by adding

6  a paragraph to read:

7  § 2512.  Petition for involuntary termination.

8     (a)  Who may file.--A petition to terminate parental rights

9  with respect to a child under the age of 18 years may be filed

10  by any of the following:

11         * * *

________________________________________________________12         (4)  The child, represented by an attorney, if the child

_________________________________________________________13     has been adjudicated dependent under 42 Pa.C.S. § 6341(c)

___________________________14     (relating to adjudication).

15     * * *

16     Section 5 2.  Section 2909(b) and (c) of Title 23 are amended  <

17  and the section is amended by adding a subsection to read:

18  § 2909.  Medical history information.

19     * * *

___________________________________________________________20     (a.1)  Registration and updating.--The Department of Health    <

_____________________________________________________________21  PUBLIC WELFARE shall, upon request, make available to courts,     <

___________________________________________________________22  adoption agencies and individuals forms that enable parents

________________________________________________________________23  whose rights have been terminated to register and update medical

____________________________________________________________24  history information with the department DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC      <

______________________________________________________25  WELFARE and with the court which entered the decree of

_______________________________________________________________26  termination. THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SHALL DEVELOP THE CONTENT   <

_____________________________________________________________27  OF MEDICAL HISTORY INFORMATION FORMS IN CONSULTATION WITH THE

_____________________________28  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE.

_________29     (b)  Editing of information.--[In all cases] Except as

_______________________________________________________________30  provided in section 2905 (relating to impounding of proceedings
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______________________1  and access to records), medical history information shall be

_______________________________________2  edited before delivery or release by the department DEPARTMENT    <

_________________3  OF PUBLIC WELFARE so as to remove any contents which would

4  identify the adoptee's natural family.

5     (c)  Regulations.--The [Pennsylvania Department of Health]

_______________________________________6  department DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE shall implement the       <

7  provisions of this section by regulation.

8     Section 6.  Section 4342 of Title 23 is amended by adding a    <

9  subsection to read:

10  § 4342.  Expedited procedure.

11     * * *

_________________________________________________________12     (b.1)  Priority scheduling.--The Supreme Court shall also

________________________________________________________________13  provide for the priority scheduling of expedited support actions

_______________________________________________________14  or proceedings in which the child's custodial parent or

_____________________________________________________15  caregiver is without income or resources for care and

_________________________16  maintenance of the child.

17     * * *

18     Section 7.  Section 4352(d) of Title 23 is amended to read:

19  § 4352.  Continuing jurisdiction over support orders.

20     * * *

21     (d)  Arrears as judgments.--On and after the date it is due,

22  each and every support obligation shall constitute a judgment

23  against the obligor by operation of law, with the full force,

24  effect and attributes of a judgment of court, including the

25  ability to be enforced, and shall be entitled as a judgment to

_____________26  full faith and credit in this or any other state. The amount of

________________________________________________________________27  past due support shall bear interest from the date it accrued at

__________________________________________28  the rate of 18% simple interest per annum. Past due support

29  obligations shall not become a lien upon the real and personal

30  property of the person ordered to make such payments until the
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1  judgment or order has been entered of record in the office of

2  the clerk of the court of common pleas in the county where the

3  real or personal property owned by the person obligated to pay

4  support is located or in the office of the clerk of the branch

5  of the court of common pleas embracing such county in accordance

6  with 42 Pa.C.S. § 4303 (relating to effect of judgments and

7  orders as liens). Execution shall issue thereon pursuant to the

8  Rules of Civil Procedure. The obligation for payment of arrears

9  or past due support shall terminate by operation of law when all

10  arrears or past due support has been paid.

11     * * *

12     Section 8.  This act shall apply as follows:

13         (1)  The amendment of 23 Pa.C.S. § 2312 shall apply to

14     petitions for adoption filed on or after the effective date

15     of this act.

16         (2)  The amendment of 23 Pa.C.S. § 4352(d) shall apply

17     only to judgments by operation of law arising on or after the

18     effective date of this act.

19     Section 9 3.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.           <
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