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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 11035

| NTRODUCED BY SCHWARTZ, SCANLON, DAW DA, LAVALLE, JONES,
AFFLERBACH, REI BVAN, O PAKE, BELL, LEWS, BRI GHTBILL, MELLOW
FUMO, LYNCH, PECORA, PORTERFI ELD, LI NCCLN, BODACK, STEWART,
MUSTO, BELAN, GREENLEAF, PETERSON AND W LLI AMS5, MAY 13, 1993

REFERRED TO BANKI NG AND | NSURANCE, MNAY 13, 1993
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AN ACT

Mandati ng heal th i nsurance coverage of annual gynecol ogi cal
exam nations and routine pap snears; and naki ng repeals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Wnen's
Preventative Health Services Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) As the issue of universal health care is debated at
the Federal and State levels, the special health care needs
of women nust be addressed.

(2) If wonmen had access to quality preventative health
care, many di seases could be prevented or treated in their
early stages when it is |l ess expensive and there is a nuch
better chance of recovery.

(3) Less than 60% of wonmen 40 years of age or ol der and
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70 years of age or younger have pap snears at |east once

every three years.

(4) Nearly 7,000 wonen di e each year from cervica
cancer nationw de.

(5) In 1989 there were 212 cervical cancer deaths in
t hi s Commonweal t h.

(6) N ne out of ten deaths from cervical cancer could be
prevented if nore wonen had regul ar pap snears.

(7) In 1989, 658 cases of cervical cancer were di agnosed
and reported in this Conmonweal th. The nunber of cases
reported have increased consistently since 1985.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Heal th insurance policy.” Any individual or group health,
si ckness or accident policy or subscriber contract or
certificate issued by an entity subject to any one of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known as
The | nsurance Conpany Law of 1921.

(2) The act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364),
known as the Heal th M ntenance Organi zation Act.

(3) 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan
corporations), 63 (relating to professional health services
pl an corporations) or 65 (relating to fraternal benefit
soci eties).

(4) The act of May 18, 1976 (P.L.123, No.54), known as
t he I ndividual Accident and Sickness |nsurance M ni mum

St andards Act.
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(5) Medical assistance.
Section 4. Mandated coverage.

A health insurance policy which is delivered, issued for
delivery, renewed, extended or nodified in this Commonweal th by
a health care insurer shall provide that the health insurance
benefits applicabl e under the policy include coverage for
periodi ¢ health mai ntenance to include:

(1) Annual gynecol ogi cal exam nation, including a pelvic
exam nation and clinical breast exam nation.

(2) Routine pap snears in accordance with the
recommendati ons of the American Coll ege of Cbstetricians and
Gynecol ogi st s.

Section 5. Delivery of policy.

If a health insurance policy provides coverage or benefits to
a resident of this Commonwealth, it shall be deened to be
delivered in this Coomonwealth within the nmeaning of this act,
regardl ess of whether the health care insurer issuing or
delivering the policy is located within or outside of this
Conmonweal t h.

Section 6. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.
Section 7. Applicability.

This act shall apply to all insurance policies, subscriber
contracts and group insurance certificates issued under any
group master policy delivered or issued for delivery on or after
the effective date of this act. This act shall also apply to al
renewal s of contracts on any renewal date which is on or after
the effective date of this act.

Secti on 8. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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