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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 719 5

I NTRODUCED BY BODACK, BAKER, BELAN AND BELL, MARCH 23, 1993

REFERRED TO LABOR AND | NDUSTRY, MARCH 23, 1993
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 2, 1929 (P.L.1513, No.451), entitled, as
anended, "An act regul ating the construction, equipnent,
mai nt enance, operation and inspection of boilers and unfired
pressure vessels; granting certain authority to and i nposing
certain duties upon the Departnment of Labor and | ndustry;
provi ding penalties for violations of this act; and repealing
all acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act,"
defining "field inspection,” "power boiler" and "process
boiler"; and further providing for shop and field
i nspecti ons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the act of May 2, 1929 (P.L. 1513,
No. 451), referred to as the Boiler Regulation Law, is anended by
addi ng cl auses to read:

Section 1. Definitions.--Be it enacted, &., As used in this
act,

* * %

(10) "Field inspection" shall nean an internal/external

i nspecti on as defined by ANSI/NB 23.

(11) "Power boiler" shall nean a boiler in which steam or

ot her vapor is generated at a pressure of nore than fifteen psi.




(12) "Process boiler" shall nmean any vessel in which steam

is generated or superheated under pressure or vacuum for use

external to itself by direct and/or indirect applicati on of

heat. The source of heat nust be in part or whole from a process

other than the boiler itself. In order to be classified as a

process boiler, the boiler nust be directly tied to anot her

process other than the generati on of steam

* * %

Section 2. Section 4 of the act, anmended Decenber 22, 1959
(P.L.2007, No.733), is anended to read:

Section 4. Shop Inspection.--Every boiler or unfired
pressure vessel, within the scope of this act, destined for use
in this Cormmonweal th, shall be inspected during its
construction, by an [inspector who shall have been comm ssi oned

by this Comonweal th to perform such service.] individual who

has a valid National Board of Boiler and Pressure Vessel

| nspectors Conmi ssion to performsuch inspection. Every such
boiler or unfired pressure vessel which has been so inspected
shal |, upon conpl etion, have placed upon it[, in the presence of
the said inspector,] a stanp bearing a synbol and nunber

authori zed by the departnment for this purpose: Provided, That
any boiler built prior to Decenber 31, 1929, and any unfired
pressure vessel built prior to June 1, 1938, and whi ch have not
been renoved fromthe Commonweal th subsequent to such applicable
date, shall not be required to be shop inspected.

Section 3. Section 4.1 of the act, anended or added Decenber
22, 1959 (P.L.2007, No.733) and March 18, 1970 (P.L.187, No.72),
i s amended to read:

Section 4.1. Field Inspection.--[(a) |If a boiler or unfired

pressure vessel is insured by a conpany, authorized to insure
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boilers in this Conmonweal th, against |oss fromexplosion, field
i nspection may be nade by an inspector in the enploy of such
conpany in accordance with regul ati ons and standards of the
departnent, and the only fee collectible by the Cormonweal th
shall be the certificate fee of three dollars ($3) hereinafter
provided for in this act.

(b) If such boiler or unfired pressure vessel is not so
i nsured, then such field inspection shall be made by an
i nspector in the enploy of the departnment, and there shall be a
fee charged for each inspection as hereinafter provided for in
this act, except that in the case of a conpany operating unfired
pressure vessels in this Commonweal th such vessels nay be field-
i nspected by an inspector in the enploy of such conmpany
provi ded:

(1) Such an inspector is a full-tinme enploye of the conpany
for the purpose of naking inspections of unfired pressure
vessel s used or to be used by such conpany.

(2) The inspector has obtained a comm ssion fromthe
departnment as required by section 5 of this act.

(3) Such a conpany continuously maintains an engi neering
di vi si on.

(4) Such pressure vessels are involved in process operations
of which a knowl edge of the process is required by the inspector
in addition to that of the construction of the vessels.

(5) Regular inspection reports are filed with the depart nent
on forms to be supplied by the departnent, and the only
collectible fee shall be the certificate fee of three dollars
($3) per vessel hereinafter provided for.

(c) Boilers, mniature boilers and unfired pressure vessels

shall be inspected as required by the rules and regul ati ons of
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t he departnent, except that in no case shall regular inspections
be required nore than once in every twelve nonths. Such rul es
and regul ations may classify boilers, mniature boilers and
unfired pressure vessels by types and prescribe differing

i nspection frequencies and inspection requirenents for each

type.] (a) The owner of a boiler or unfired pressure vessel, or

an i nsurance conpany, nay arrange for the field i nspection to be

made by a firmengaged in the nmaki ng of i nspections on a fee or

contract basis.

(b)Y Unfired pressure vessels and boilers nmay be field

i nspected by an i nspector in the enploy of the owner if:

(1) the inspector is a full-tine enpl oye of the owner for

t he purpose of nmking inspections of unfired pressure vessels

used or to be used by the owner;

(2) the inspector has obtained a comm ssion fromthe

departnent, as required under section 5 of the act;

(3) the owner continuously nmmintainsS an engi neeri ng

(4) the unfired pressure vessels are involved in process

operati ons, of which a know edge of the process, in addition to

that of the construction of the vessels, is required by the

i nspector; and

(5) the owner files reqular field inspection reports with

the departnment, in a form approved by the departnent, and pays

the certificate fee set by the departnent through reqgul ati on.

(c) |If the owner does not assure that a field inspection is

made by an i nspector, the boiler or unfired pressure vessel

shall be inspected by a departnent i nspector. The owner shall be

responsi ble to pay the departnent a fee for such inspection. |f

the owner fails to assure a field i nspection, the owner shall be
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subj ect to appropri ate enforcenent action, as provided in this

act.

(d) Reqular field inspections shall be nade as foll ows:

(1) Low pressure steam vapor, hot water heati ng and hot

wat er supply boilers shall be i nspected every two years.

(2) Unfired pressure vessels shall be inspected every three

(3) The departnent, by requl ation, may adopt different

i nspecti on frequencies for specific classifications of boilers,

mniature boilers and unfired pressure vessels.

(4) Alternate internal inspection requirenents under

subsections (e) and (f).

(e) Power boiler internal inspections nay be extended to

twenty-four nonths, if the followi ng requirenents are net:

(1) Continuous boiler water treatnent under the direct

supervi sion of persons trai ned and experi enced i n water

treatnent for the purpose of controlling and linmting corrosion

and deposits.

(2) Recordkeepi ng avail able for revi ew show ng:

(i) The date and tine the boiler is out of service and the

reason therefore.

(ii) Daily analysis of water sanples that adequately show

the conditions of the water and any el enents or characteristics

whi ch are capabl e of produci ng corrosi on or other deterioration

to the boiler or its parts.

(3) Annual external inspections are perforned by a

Commpnweal th conmmi ssi oned i nspector, which shall include a

review of itens under clauses (1) and (2).

(4) The boiler is operated under direct supervision of

persons conpetent in all aspects of boiler operations.
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(f) Process boiler internal inspections nay be extended to

sixty nonths, if:

(1) Conditions under subsection (e)(1), (2)(i) and (ii) and

(3) are net.

(2) The boiler is in continuous operation and is fully

att ended.

(3) An inspection program of historical inspection records

denonstrates that no significant scaling, corrosion, erosion or

over heati ng has occurred.

(g) The departnent nmay, upon the request of the owner, user

or insurer of the boiler or unfired pressure vessel, alter the

i nspecti on schedule for a period of not nore than siXx nonths.

(h) The departnent upon witten notification may lim'¢t

i ssuance of the certificate of operati on based on conditi ons

reported by a departnent inspector.

(i) Holders of current certificates of operation for process

boil ers or power boilers nay apply for extension of their

certificates by a witten request to the departnment. Such

request nust include an assurance that all new requirenents

specified in this act are being net. The departnent nay, at its

option, carry out any necessary i nspections to verify the

accuracy of this assurance.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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