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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 379 =5

| NTRODUCED BY GAMBLE, TANGRETTI, BELFANTI, BUNT, DeLUCA, KAI SER
COLAFELLA, HANNA, E. Z. TAYLOR, SAYLOR, D. W SNYDER, FARGO
TULLI, SAURVAN, MELI O ROBERTS, SATHER, LAUGHLI N, PESC,
JARCLIN, TOWMLI NSON, ARGALL, CLARK, DRUCE, S. H SM TH,
M LLER, NYCE, PHILLIPS, STISH PETTIT, ADCLPH, G4 G.IOITI
STABACK, CLYMER, MERRY, EGCLF, STERN, YOUNGBLOCD, HALUSKA,
HASAY, LAUB, KING MARKCSEK, LAWESS, BROMN, D. R WRI GHT,
HERSHEY, KENNEY, CONTI, STAIRS, WAUGH, COLAI ZZO, CEl ST,
PETRARCA, PITTS, WOGAN, BI RMVELIN, COLASZ, GANNQCN, RUDY,
SCHULER, STEIL, FICHTER, DALEY, N CKOL, MGEEHAN, SURRA,
BAKER, FAJT, CORNELL, RUBLEY, RAYMOND, THOVAS AND LEH
SEPTEMBER 28, 1994

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FEDERAL- STATE RELATI ONS,
SEPTEMBER 28, 1994
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A RESOLUTI ON
Restating State sovereignty.

VWHEREAS, The Tenth Anendnent to the Constitution of the
United States reads as follows: "The powers not delegated to
the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the
peopl e"; and

WHEREAS, The Tenth Anmendnent defines the total scope of
Federal power as being that specifically granted by the
Constitution of the United States and no nore; and

WHEREAS, The scope of Federal power defined by the Tenth
Amendrent nmeans that the Federal Governnent was created by the

states specifically to be an agent of the states; and
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WHEREAS, State authority has been eroded primarily by four
devel opnent s:
(1) Federal assunption of powers reserved to the states
under the Tenth Amendnent;
(2) interpretations of the "conmerce clause"” which go
beyond any reasonabl e conception, and in effect authorize
Federal preenption with respect to any issue for which sone
faint or circuitous connection can be made to interstate
conmer ce
(3) by threat of w thholding, wthdrawi ng or diverting
Federal funds to coerce conpliance with Federal policies;
(4) failure on the part of the states to chall enge
Federal intrusions. Indeed state governnments have endorsed
Federal usurpation by seeking additional Federal funding and
by accepting Federal del egations of power; and
WHEREAS, Today, in 1994, the states are denonstrably treated
as agents of the Federal Governnent; and

VHEREAS, Nunerous resol utions have been forwarded to the
Federal Governnment by the states w thout any response or result
fromthe Congress of the United States or the Federal
Gover nnent; and

WHEREAS, Many Federal mandates are directly in violation of
the Tenth Anmendnent to the Constitution of the United States;
and

WHEREAS, The United States Suprene Court has ruled in New
York v. United States, 112 S. C. 2408 (1992), that Congress nmay
not sinply commandeer the |egislative and regul atory processes
of the states; and

WHEREAS, A nunber of proposals from previous adm nistrations

and some now pending fromthe present adm nistration and from
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Congress may further violate the Constitution of the United
States; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a hereby claim
soverei gnty under the Tenth Amendnent to the Constitution of the
United States over all powers not otherw se enunerated and
granted to the Federal Governnment by the Constitution of the
United States; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this resolution serve as notice and demand to
t he Federal Governnent, as our agent, to cease and desi st,
effective imedi ately, nmandates that are beyond the scope of its
constitutionally del egated powers; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, the presiding officers of
each house of Congress, each nenber of Congress from
Pennsyl vani a, the presiding officers of both bodies of each
state's legislature in states having a bicaneral |egislature and
to the presiding officer of the legislature in a state having a

uni caneral | egislature.
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