PRINTER S N0 471

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 30 5

| NTRODUCED BY W LLI AM5, DONATUCCI, OLIVER, JOSEPHS, ACGCSTA,
JAMES, FI CHTER, THOVAS, KING NYCE, NAILOR CURRY, WOZN AK,
FLI CK, ROBERTS, GERLACH, RI CHARDSON, PETTIT, LAUB, RUBLEY,
STEI'L, ROHRER, STRI TTMATTER, HENNESSEY, KELLER, EGCLF
SANTONI, SATHER, STERN AND BAKER, FEBRUARY 10, 1993

ADOPTED, FEBRUARY 10, 1993
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A RESOLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng Arthur Robert Ashe, Jr., as a | eader anmpong chanpi ons

and honoring his lifetinme achievenents in sports, public

service and his profound devotion to God, country and fam|ly.

WHEREAS, Arthur Robert Ashe, Jr., who lived always with
dignity, always with integrity, passed away on February 6, 1993;
and

VHEREAS, Arthur Ashe, Jr. lived a full and rich life,
fulfilling several personal goals as a professional tennis
pl ayer, sports consultant, businessman, human rights activist,
aut hor, husband and father; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Ashe, Jr. left a | egacy of achievenents in
the sports world, which include the honor of being the first
African American in the history of tennis to beconme chanpi on at
W bl edon in 1975 and the first African American to becone the
U.S. Open chanpion in 1975 at Forrest Hills; and

WHEREAS, His list of tennis nmlestones al so i nclude

chanpi onshi ps at the Australian Open, Ml bourne 1970; doubl es
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(with Marty Riessen), French Open, Paris, 1971; U S. Cay Court
Chanpi onshi ps, M| waukee, Wsconsin, 1967; and the U. S.
Har dcourt Chanpionships at La Jolla, California in 1963. He was
al so inducted into the Sports Hall of Fane, the Virginia Sports
Hal | of Fane, the Eastern Tennis Association Hall of Fame and
t he Westchester, New York Hall of Fane; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Ashe, Jr. was not only a chanpion on the
tennis court but also a chanpion of many worthy causes. He
personi fied what he called the colored catechismthat holds that
every tine is a time of need and that those to whom nuch has
been given will be called to share and aneliorate; and

WHEREAS, He saw sports as a way to "chip away at injustice"
in such places as South Africa where Apartheid divides a nation
and believed that "small concessions incline towards | arger
ones"; and

WHEREAS, Anong his many charges was a nobl e and deep
commtment to increase the world community's understandi ng of
AIDS and fight for a cure. It is perhaps the saddest of ironies
that he should contract the disease after two bypass operations
as a result of contam nated bl ood; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Ashe was nore than a chanpi on of great

causes. He was al so an author of a tennis diary, Portrait in

Motion (1974), an autobi ography, Of the Court (1983) and the

wi nner of an Emmy award for the tel evision docudrama "A Hard
Road to G ory" based on his book of the sane nane; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Ashe was nore than an Enmy awar d-w nni ng
producer and noted witer; he was al so a devoted husband to his
wi fe Jeanne and father to his daughter, Canera. This man,
trai ned by church and famly "to be summobned” to a higher

calling, is for us who are |eft behind the true enbodi nent of
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greatness and grace; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize Arthur
Ashe, Jr. as a | eader anong chanpi ons and honor his lifetine
achi evenents; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, the Governor, to the

presiding officers of each house of Congress, to each nmenber of
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Congress from Pennsylvania and to Arthur Ashe's famly.
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